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PREFACE.

THE MINING LAws oF MEXICOo are popularly supposed
to be all contained in a little pamphlet of about fifty
pages, which can be ohbtained in the original Spanish at
the Fomento Department, and of which a translation is
on sale by an enterprising publisher.

The contents of the above pamphlet comprise the
Mining Law of June 4th, 1892, with its Regulations, and
the Mining Tax Law of the same date (also with its
Regulations), and a few Circulars and subsidiary Laws.

These T.aws are, in effect, the fundamental portion
of the Mexican Mining Code at present in force; but the
whole body of legislation which affects the rights of
Miners, and especially Foreign Miners, in this country
is very much greater.

We have —

The Mining Law of June 4th, 1892,

The Regulations thereto.

Thirty-two Explanatory Circulars, with Rulings of the
Fomento Department.
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PREFACE

Law of October 31st, 1892.

Decree of December 31st, 1892,

Law of June 4th, 1894.

Law of December 13th, 1897.

Law of June 3d, 1898,

The Mining Tax Law of June 6th, 1892.

The Regulations thereto.

Thirty-nine Circulars, with Rulings of the Treasury
and Revenue Stamp Department.

Law of Taxes and Duties upon Precious Metals of
March 27th, 1897.

Regulations of said Law.

Taritf of said Law.

Besides which many references are made to

The Civil Code of the Federal District of Mexico.
The Code of Civil Proceedings of the same.

The Code of- Commerce of the Mexican Republic.
The Foreign: Law of 18356.

The Foreign Law of 1886, and

The Federal Constitution of Mexico.

In the present work all the above laws have been
carefully studied and digested, and their provisions
arranged in as orderly a manner as possible, under the
different heads into which it was thought proper to
divide the Digest. :

A portion of this work — especially that relating
to the Mining Law proper — was done for me by Lic.
Genaro Garcia, a learned Mexican lawyer, author of
several works of standard value.
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PREFACE

The work of Mr. Garcia was, however, not of the
scope necessary for English readers, and I have therefore
added very largely to his compilation, especially in a
technical aspect; including the Law of Taxes and Duties
upon the Precious Metals and its Regulations, and also
the Law of Water Rights in the Digest. -

I have also added original chapters upon ‘¢ Buying
a Mine,” “Cost of a Mining Concession,”’ ¢ How to
Obtain a Mining Concession,” ‘“How to Obtain Water
Rights,”” and many others, including several notes of
practical value, a chapter on ‘‘Weights and Measures,’’
and a fairly extensive ¢“Glossary of Mining Terms.”’

A great amount of capital is being invested in
Mexican mines, at the present time, by Englishmen,
Americans and Germans, and the very densest possible
ignorance of the provisions of the Mexican Mining Law
is noticeable among these worthy persons.

I firmly believe that this little book will help every
one interested in Mexican mines, who may give himself
the trouble to read it, and to use it as a work of
reference.

It will be carefully revised from time to time, in
order to include all the new Legislation and Adminis-
trative Rulings, as well as other matter of interest.

The Reader is especially requested to forward to
the Author a note of all deficiencies and mistakes he
may encounter, so that ‘they may be corrected in future
editions.

2 RicHARD E. CHIsM.
- Mexico, April 2d, 1900.
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Abandonment of Mines. In the case that any mining
companyv or mine owner should not desire to continue the
exploitation of the mine or mines which they may possess,
they shall announce the same in writing to the Principal
Administration of the Stamp Tax, through the proper
subaltern agency, so that the said Administration may for-
ward the announcement to the Secretary of the Treasury, so
that it may be noted in the Registry. A corresponding an-
nouncement shall also be published in the in the Diario
Oficial (1) and a final account shall be drawn up (2).

All of this shall be communicated to the Administration
of the Stamp Tax, so that whatever belongs to the petitioner
shall be returned to him. (L. imp., Art. 8, and R. L. imp.,
Art. 17).

Accidents in Mines. The mine owners are responsible
for any accidents that may happen in the mines on account
of being badly worked. (L. min., Art. 22.) See Exploitation.

Acciones. [See SHARES, Stock, MINING Stock]. The
shares of a mining company are personal property. (L. min.,
Art.24; Cod. Commerce, Art. 22; Civil Code, Art. 689). This,

(1) The Diario Oficial is the official daily newspaper of
the Mexican Government.

(2) This final account is for the payment of outstanding
taxes, or for the return of taxes paid in advance.

1)
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however, does not prevent the mines themselves from being
considered as real estate.

Account Books. See Libros.

Aceites [linerales. [See MINERAL OiLs, PETROLEUM].
The owners of the soil where these are met with may exploit
them without the necessity of a special concession. (L. min..
Art 4).

Nore.—This applies to bitumen and asphalt as well as
to petroleum, properly so called.

Acreedores [CrREDITORS]. The creditors of a mine must
register whatever contracis they may have made. (L. min..
Arts. 24, 25 and 5, transitory, and Code of Commerce, Art. 19),

The creditors have the right to pay the taxes which may
not have been paid by the owner of the mine in question. as
soon as the failure to pay shall have_been published on the
Bulletin Board of the proper Agency of Fomento (Mining
Agency). (R. L. imp., Art. 23).

Norte.—Fomento is the usnal abbreviation of the title of
the Ministry or Department which has charge of everything
relating to mining in the Mexican Republic. The full title
is ““ Sceretary of State for the Despatch of Fomento, Coloni-
zation and Industry.” The word Fomento is best expressed
in English by Encouragement, but as this translation is not
exact the Spanish word Fomento will be used throughout this
Dictionary.

The mortgage creditors of mines, by paying the taxes.
acquire a right of preference over the owner of the mining
property in question, and even over the mortgage itself.
(L. min., Art. 25, last part). Also see Hipoteca.

See under Administrations of Stamp Taxres, last para-
graph, for further information about notification to cred-
itors.
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Administraciones de Correos. |See Post OFFICES, PosT.
MasTERs]. The local postoffices are no longer empowered
to receive sums of money from miners for the payment of
stamps on the title- deeds to mining property. (C. Fom. of
February 25th, 1893, and C. Hda. of June 25th, 1895).

Sce Facturas.

Administration of Revenue Stamp Taxes. These will
colleet the mining tax according to the prineiples of the
Stamp Law of March 31st, 1887, and other existing laws.

The payment is to be made with Internal Revenue
Stamps, which shall be restamped with a legend which shall
cross them diagonally and bear the words.‘‘ Mining Tax ™
(Impuesto Minero). (R. L. imp., Art. 17).

The Principal Administrations of Stamp Taxes shall
make a Register of the mines located in their respective
districts, which shall be formed from the data furnished by
the Secretary of the Treasury.

Besides this, the Prineipal -Administrations must take
care that their corresponding subaltern administrations or
Agencies shall remit to them at the proper time the stubs of
the stamps sold for each mine, stuck upon a sheet which
shall state, in each case, for which mines the stamps were
sold, and if the sale of stamps corresponds to the area of the
mines set forth in the titles and in the duplicates thereof.

When these sheets, with the stubs, are received, the Prin-
cipal Administrations shall notify the Department of the
Treasury. To this Department shall also be sent, at the end
of each fiscal year, the dockets which are to be formed by
the sheets belonging to each mining property. (R. L. imp.,
Arts. 19 and 21).

As soon as each four-monthly installment of the annual
tax has become due and the Principal Administration has
notice of non-payment, this. shall be communicated to the
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Mining Agent. who shall advertise the non-payment during
one month.

Nore.—On the Bulletin Board of the Agency.

If there is no Mining Agent within the jurisdiction of
the Principal Administration of the Stamp Tax, said Ad-
ministration itself shall notify the creditors of the mine, by
means of the corresponding Distriet Court, having ascer-
tained beforehand in the local Registér of Commerce who
are said creditors. (R. L. imp., Arts. 23 and 24, and C. Hac.
of December 17th, 1894).

When the periods of time inentioned in the last partof the
Sixth Article of the Mining Tax Law shall have expired,
without the tax having been paid, the Principal Administra-
tions themselves shall notify the Treasury Department im-
mediately and this Department shall at once advertise the
property lost, and the Ministry of Fomento shall declare the
mine as lost. (R. L. imp., Art. 25). Also see Impuestos
(Taxes). i ,

Notk.—The last part of the Sixth Article of the Mining
Tax Law prescribes that the default of payment of the
annual tax upon mining property during the first month of
each tri-yearly period shall cause the proprietor of the mine
to incur a fine equal to fifty per cent. of the tax, if this is
paid within the second month after becoming due; if the
payment is made during the third month, the fine shall be
equal to the amount of the tax. After the third month, if
the tax and the fines have not been paid, the property of the
mine shall be lost without further recourse. This shall be
declared by the Treasury Department and published in the
Diario Oficial (daily official newspaper) so that any other per-
son may apply for the property.

Advertisements. See Extracto.

-
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Afinacion [REFINING]. The duties to be paid for refining
shall be one dollar and fifty cents for every kilogram or frac-
tion of a kilogram of the piece of silver or gold which may be
introduced into the mints for coinage. (L. of March 27th,
1897, Art. 1, Sec. IV, and the Tariff thereof of the same date).

See Bullion.

Agentes de Correos [PosTMASTERS]. These may receive
and record applications for mining concessions and also the
advices and vouchers for permits of exploration (prospecting
permits), but only in case that the place of their residence is
outside the jurisdiction of any Mining Agent. (R. L. min.,
Arts. 48 and 49).

Agentes de Mineria [MINING AGENTS, AGENTS oF Fo-
MENTO]. The Secretary of Fomeuto shall appoint in such
mining districts, where in his judgment it may be necessary,
speeial Agents dependent on his Department. These Agents
shall receive and put through the proper course all applica-
tions for mining property and surplus ground that may be
presented to them, and shall exercise such other functions as
may be designated for them in the law and regulations. (L.
min., Art. 16, and R. L. min., Art. 1).

An Agent of the Ministry of Fomento must be a Mexican
citizen in full possession of his rights, and he must not be
exercising any office of authority in the State or Territory
where he betongs. nor in the Federal District. (R. L. min.,
Art. 3).

For the legal impediments of the Mining Agent, see Lin-
pediments. (R. 1. min., Art. 5).

At the time of appointing each Agent the circumseription
or the limits within which he is to exercise his office are to
be designated. and the first boundaries, as well as any subse-
quent modifications of the same shall be published in the
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Diario Oficial (official daily newspaper) of the Federation.
(R. L. min., Art. 7).

For each Agent who may be appointed in any mining dis-
trict, there shall also be appointed such substitutes as may
be required according to the amount of business in the dis-
triect in question. Said substitutes must have the same
gualifications as the Agents and shall be the substitutes for
the Agents in all temporary or permanent absences that may
occur, as well as when, through legal impediment, the Agent -
is unable to act in any particular case, for any of which cases
they shall be previously summoned by the proper Agent.
(R. L. min., Art. 4).

The Agents, to exercise their office, must have a patent
(despacho) with a stamp of ten dollars. When they forward
this amount they must also remit three dollars and twenty
cents for the signatures and formalities of the patent. (C.
Fom. of August 29th, 1892).

Whenever any Agent wishes to absent himself from his
place of residence for less than eight days he may do so by
previously notifying his substitute to act.

The substitutes do not need a patent; for the disenarge of
their office simply the appointment conferred upon them
shall be sufficient. (C. Fom., November 28th, 1892).

If the time of absence is to be longer than eight days per-
mission should be previously obtained from the Ministry of
Fomento, by notifying the cause of the absence and its
duration, so that the Ministry may resolve upon the proper
eourse. (C. Fom. of November 20th, 1892).

In case of death or of serious illness which prevents the
proprietary agent from summoning his substitute. the latter
may proceed to exercise the functions of the Agent, of which
he shall immediately advise the Department of Fomento by
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mail and also by telegraph, if the latter exists. (R. L. min..
Art. 6). :

The functions of the Agents are administrative only and
are perfectly defined by the existing regulations as to min-
ing. (C. Fom. of July 1st, 1892).

In case of doubt about the application of the law or its
regulations the Agents must consult with the Ministry of
Fomento. (R. L. min., Art. 1).

Agents have no right to accept more than the fee fixed by
the proper Fee Bill, and they must consult the Ministry of
Fomento with respect to the amount of their fees in any case
not provided for in the Fee Bill. (R. L. min., Art. 8). See
Honorarios (Fees).

The books kept by the Agents do not need other authori-
zation than that of the Ministry of Fomento. (C. Fom.,
August 1st, 1892).

The duties or obligations of the Mining Agents are:

I. To make known to the public the place in which they
attend to mining business and the hours they devote daily to
said business, which business must not be interrupted except
on Sundays and national holidays. (R. L. min., Art. 7).

II. To give course to applications for mining concessions
in the manner to be described under the head of solicitudes
(appiications). 4

III. To give course in the same way to the prospecting
permits as is laid down under exploraciones (prospecting).

IV. To proceed in case of withdrawal (desistimiento), am-
plification (ampliacion), reduction (reduccion), or correction
(rectificacion) of claims, according to the rules laid down
under each one of said Spanish words.

V. To remit to the Ministry of Fomento the information
to which we refer under the word informes (reports).
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It is expressly prohibited for the Agents to receive and
keep on hand moneys intended for the payment of the an-
nual mining tax. (C. Fom., April 12th, 1892).

The Agents are responsible for the errors or omissions in
the dockets (expedientes) if said errors or omissions are im-
putable to them. (L. min., Art. 19, and R. L. min., Art. 31).

Aguas Minerales [MiNERAL.- WATERS]. The owner of
the soil where these are found may exploit them freely with-
out any necessity of a special concession. (L. min., Art. 4).

=

Alienation of Property. See Enajenacion.

Amonedacién [Coinace]. For the tax on coinage there
shall be paid two per cent. of the value of each piece (bar) of
silver or gold which may be introduced into the mints or ex-
ported to foreign parts. (Law of March 27th, 1897, Art. 1,
Sees. IT and V.

The basis for calculating the values of the precious metals
for the purpose of liguidating the Coinage Tax is the value
which the monetary laws of the country assign to the re-
spective metals. For the present the value of a kilogram of
silver shall be forty Mexican dollars (pesos) and fifty mills.
and the value of a kilogram of gold shall be 675 Mexican dol-
lars (pesos) and 416 mills. (Law of March 27th, 1897, Art. 2).

Norke.—The above value for a kilogram of plata 1000 fine
corresponds’ to a price of $1.245 Mexican silver per Troy
ounce. At present rate of exchange (December 12th, 1899}
of $2.1114 Mexican for $1 United States gold this would be
$0.589% United States gold per Troy ounce.

The above value for a kilograms of fine gold corresponds
to a price of $21.01 Mexican silver per troy ounce of fine
gold, which. at the above exchange, would represent only
$9.9745 United States gold.

P
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See Metrical Equivalents, Weights and Mensures. Also
Bullion for Coinage. ‘

Ampliacion [AmpLIFICATION, INCREASE oF CLAalMs]. The
owners of any mining property may ask for an increase of
the number of their claims, and for this purpose must sub-
ject themselves to the proceedings laid down for applications
for a coneession. See Solicitud (application).

The plan, which is to be drawn up by an expert in case
of an increase of claims, shall include only the new claims
which it is desired to acquire, showing the position of these
with reference to the first property ; the landmarks shall be
placed upon the boundaries of the new concession. (R. L.
min., Art. 42, and C. Fom., September 3rd, 1892).

The applicants for a mining concession may ask for an
inerease of the number of claims therein before the publica-
tion of their application upon the Bulletin Board. :

The Mining Agents shall note this application for in-
crease on the first application, on the duplicate thereof, in
the Registry Book of the Ageney, and shall also publish the
summary of the application with the proper correction.

If the increase is desired after the publication of the
summary, it will be necessary to withdraw the former appli-
cation so that a new application may be at once presented.
(C. Fom., August 1s1, 1892).

Antimony. A mining concession in due form is indis-
pensable in every case for the exploitation of antimony.
Hence, no work will be permitted to be done in mines or
placers of antimony unless they are protected by a duly reg-
istered legal title. (R. I. min., Art. 43).

Mines of pure antimony must pay an annual tax of $2.50
Mexican silver per claim or hectare. Mines of antimony
whieh contain gold, silver or platinum will pay the full tax
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of $1¢ per hectare or claim. When the concession consists
of more than 50 claims and less than 100 claims, and the vein
or deposit does not producé anywhere mere than 250 grammes
of silver or 10 grammes of gold. per metrie ton, then the
Executive may reduce the annual tax to five dollars per
hectare upon the number of claims in excess of one hundred.
(Law of June 3rd, 1898). '

Apartado [PARTING OF GoLD AND SILVER]. The parting
fees are as follows: When the proportion of gold is not over
200 thousandths, $1.25 Mexican for each kilogram ; when the
proportion of gold is more than 200 thousandths and not
over 460 thousandths, $2 Mexican per kilogram ; when it is
over 400 thousandths and less than 600 thousandths, $2.50
Mexican per kilogram: and over 600 thousandths, $3.00
Mexican per kilogram. In no case shall the charge be less
than 50 cents. (Law of March 27th, 1807, Art. 1, Sec. 1V,
and the tariff of the same law).

The parting of gold for account of the introducer shall
only be done when this party expresses in writing his desire
for the parting. or when the grade of his bullion is above
two thousandths. (Regulation of March 27th, 1897, Art. 7).

Apelacion [ArpeArn]. The recourseof appeal is admitted
tor both effects, with respect to the decisions pronounced by
local Judges of Flrst Instance, in cases of opposition by the
owner of the soil to the granting of any mining concession.
(L. min., Art. 20).

Nore.—** Both effects ” mean a suspension of the original
sentence until the appeal has been fully heard and a final
unappealable decision has been reached.

Apoderados [ATTORNEYS]. All applications for mining
concessions that are made in the name of a third party may
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be admitted, always provided that the applicant who pre-
sents himself in that manner will give a bond and will prom-
ise to produce a legal power of attorney in proper form, at
latest within the period of sixty days, which is to be allowed
to the expert to present his plans and report. If said period
is allowed to pass without the production of the power of
attorney it will be at the prejudice of the interested party.
(C. Fom., October 15th, 1892).

Attorneys should be appointed by a power of attorney in
legal form if it is desired that the Ministry of Fomento shall
deliver the titles to a property to the attorney.

Notwithstanding, and to avoid complications, the inter-
ested parties may, in their original application, or in a sepa-
rate application to the Minister of Fomento, designate a per-
son to whom the titles are to be delivered. (Especial ruling
of Minister of Fomento).

It is not indispensable that in every case the applicant
for a mining property must have an attorney or represeunta-
tive in the City of Mexico to receive the titles of a property.
As soon as the papers are approved and the necessary stamps
provided the titles will be sent to cach interested party.
without any expense to him. (C. Fom., July 1st, 1892).

Appeals. See Apelacion.

Applications for Mining Concessions. See Solicitud.
Appraisements. See Avaluos.

Arancel [Fee Birn|. See Honorarios.

Arcillas [Crays]. = All classes of clay may ‘be freely ex-
ploited by the owner of the soil where they are encountered
without necessity of-a speeial concession. (L. min., Art. 4).
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Arenas [Saxp]. Sand may be freely exploited by the
owner of the land where met with without the necessity of a
special concession. (L. min., Art. 4).

Artefactos [MANUFACTURED ARTICLES]. Manufactured
articles or products of the goldsmith’s art may be assayed by
the mints or by Federal Assayers, on the application of the
owners, for a certificate of their composition. (Reg. of Law
of March 27th, 1897).

Arsenic. A proper concession is necessary in every case
for the exploitation of arsenic. For this motive no workings
shali be permitted in mines or placers of this substance unless
they are authorized by a duly registered legal title. (L. min.,
Art. 3, Sec. A, and R. L. min., Art. 43).

Assay Fees. Sce Ensaye.
Assay Samples. See Samples, Sample Lots.
Assay, Differences in. Sec Ensaye.

Associations. Temporary associations or momentary
partnerships, as mentioned in Article 268 and subsequent
ones in the Code of Commerce, are not admissible in mining
affairs. (L. min., Art. 24).

See Sociedades (Companies.

Attorneys in Fact, or Representatives. See Apoderados.

Authorization. By the law of June 6th, 1887, the Exec-
utive of the Union was authorized to make contracts to grant
special franehises and ample concessions to such enterprises
as would guarantee the investment of capital in the mining
industry. . '

" In like manner the Executive was authorized. by deeree
of October 31st, 1802, to make such modifica‘ions in the laws
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of the 4th and 6th of June of the same year as he might deem
necessary for the improvement and development of the min- -
ing industry.

The Executive was also authorized, by a decree of June
6th, 1894, to make contracts during one year from abaove
date for the exploration and working of gold mines and
placers, according to the conditions laid down in the same
decree. This law expired by limitation and has not been
renewed.

See Capital and Deposito.

Avaluos [ArPRAISEMENTS]. For the appraisements to be
made in the case of expropriations of the surface grouud
where mines are found, see expropriation.

Avio [HaBiLiTATION]. A contract in virtue of which
money or goods are furnished 1o the owner of a mine for the
working thereof was called avio (for which the nearest Eng-
lish equivalent is habilitation) in the older mining laws of
Mexico.

Such a contract is at present either a partnership or a
mortgage. See Sociedad or Hipotecc. (I min., Art. 25).

The mining law of June 4th, 1892, provided expressly in
the Article 5, transitory, the following :

The contract of avio and all contracts relative to mining
affairs which may be in existence when this law commences
to be in force shall be construed by their own stipulations
and in omitted points according to the mining legislation in
force at the time when the contracts were made.

But it shall be indispensable for the validity of future
acts depending upon said contracts that said contracts should
be registered according to the provisions of Articles 24 and
25 of this law within the term of one year from the time of
the law coming in force.
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In counsequence, if in any case a mining business is
transferred by any title to a third party, said third party
shall be bound by all obligations proceeding from the con-
tracts referred to, since these produce realty rights of action
in law.

Avisos [ANNOUNCEMENTS, NoOTICE]. On the outside of
every Mining Agency there shall be a Bulletin Board, on
whieh shall be posted a summary of each docket relating to
an application for a mining concession. (R. L. min., Art.
21). See Solicitud (application).

On the same Bulletin Board shall also be posted the ap-
plications in opposition which may be presented (R. L. min..
Arts. 27 and 32) and the citations for the conciliatory hear-
ings incident thereto. (R. L. min., Arts. 29 and 33). See
Opposition.

Any default in th(, payment of the mining tax must also
be published on the Bulletin Board as soon as the Mining
Agent shall receive notice of said default from the Principal
Administration of the Stamp Tax.

Whenever the proprietor of a mine shall dispose of the
same he must announce the change to the Mining Agent so
that 1t may be noted in the Register.

The sameé must be done whenever the exploitation of a
mine is disecontinued, so that the account of taxes due may
be made up and a proper note made in the Register. (L.
imp., Arts. 7 and 8).

These announcements shall be made in writing to the
Principal Administration of the Stamp Tax throngh the
chauuel of the proper subaltern Administration or Agency.
The Principal Administration must communicate these an-
nouncements, for their proper legal effects, to the Treasnry
Department. (R. L. imp., Arts. 26 and 27).
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Any inhabitant of the Republic may explore freely for the
purpose of discovery of mineral deposits in public lands, but
must give notice of his intentions to the proper authorities
according to the regulations. (L. min., Art. 13).

This notice must be given to the Mining Agent, in dupli-
cate, specifying the limits of the zone of exploration.

The duplicate of the notice shall be endorsed by the
Agent, with the day and hour of presentation, and returned
by him to the applicant. (R. L. min., Art. 10).

See also Extracto.

Azufre JSuLPHUR]. A concession in due form must be
procured for the exploitation of this substance. FKor this
reason no work whatever can be permitted in mines or
placers of sulphur which are not protected by a duly regis-
tered legal title. (L. min., Art. 3, Sec. B, and R. L. min.,
Art. 43).



Bitumen. Can be freely exploited by the owner of the
land. See Aceites Mincrales.

Bismuth. This can not be exploited without a proper
concession in every case ; for this reason no workings what-
ever will be permitted in mines or placers of this substance
unless they are protected by a legal title, duly registered.
(L. min., Art. 3, Sec. A, and R. L, min,, Art. 43).

Books, Account Books, Etc. See Libros.

Boletos [TickeTs]. These tickets, proving the payment
of the mining tax by means of the cancelled stamps which
they carry, are provided by the Stamp Tax officers and must
be kept posted in a conspicuous place in the office of the min-
ing concern. (R. L. imp., Art 22). For other requisites of
these tickets, see Impuesto :‘Anual (Annual Tax).

Bond or Guarantee. See Fianza.

Bonds, Mining. Sce Hipoteca.

Bond Holders, Mining. See Hipoteca.
Bo‘undar'y Lines. See Linderos and Monuments.
Buildings, Public. See Constructions.

Builetin Board. See Awisos.
(16)
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Bullion. The pieces of bullion presented for coinage .
must be well melted and properly homogeneous. If they do
not fulfill these conditions the pieces shall be remelted, for
account of the introducer, if there are furnaces for that pur-
pose, and if this is not the case the pieces shall be returned
so that they may be presented in proper shape. (R. L. met.
prec., Art. 8.) '

No piece of bullion shall be admitted for coinage with a
fineness of less than 900 thousandths.

If the bullion is of the above fineness or over, but if the
gold and silver are alloyed with other metals in a proportion
which does not allow their direct use for coinage, said pieces
shall be refined and the cost of refining shall be charged to
the introducer.

Bullion fer exportation shall be assayed and the account
rendered, no matter what metals are alloyed therein and no
matter what the fineness of the gold and silver. (R. L. met.
pree., Art. 9).

See Samples, Sample Lots.

Bullion, in bars containing gold and silver, or only one of
these metals, pays an Internal Revenue Stamp Tax of three
per cent. of its value. (Law of March 27th, 1897).

The weight of bars of silver or gold, or of mixed bars,
shall be approximated to grams. If there are fractions of
grams the number taken shall be the next lowest. (R. L.
met. prec., Art. 11).

Buying a Mexican Mine. As a rule, well developed and
working mines in Mexico are not for sale if in Mexican
hands.

If a ‘“going concern” belonging to Mexicans is offered for
sale it is generally at a price far beyond the real value of the
business. The Mexicans are inclined to hold on to anything
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that pays a fair return on the investment, on the principle
that ‘*a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.”

If such a concern is offered for sale it is probable there is
some flaw in the title or that there are other circumstances
which make the owner or owners believe that the property
is not likely to be a prosperous one.

This, of course is only a fair business view to take of the
matter, and if no misrepresentations are made the buyer can
have nothing to complain of.

The necessity of complete and thorough investigation by
competent experts is indicated in snch transactions.

Mexicans, however, are just as honest as mine owners
elsewhere, and there is less ‘“salting” done in Mexico than
in most mining countries.

After the expert examination as to the character and
prospects of the mine itself, the deal should not be consum-
mated without a careful examination of the titles.

The primerdial title to a Mexican mine is derived from
the General Government under the mining law of June 2nd,
1892, and its correlative laws and Regulations.

No other title deed is worth a rush at the present time.
See Titulos.

Ancient grants from the Spanish Crown, from Govern-
ments subsequent to the Independence, or from the individ-
ual states, have no value except as curiosities. or, perhaps, to
show tenancy and possession of the surface property where
the mine is situated, or to define rights of way or other case-
ments, ete., ete. :

The mining title from the Government, {ssned under the
gencral Mining Law of June #6th, 1892, should be accomp-
anied by a deed from the proprietor of the land, showing the
acquirement of such part of the surface as may be necessary
for mining purposes.
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The same acquisition may be shown in certain cases,.
where expropriation suits have been necessary. by a certified
copy of a judicial decision in a court of last resort or by a
reseript from the Ministry of Fomento.

All of these cases and the primordial title must have been
duly registered on the special Registry book for mining prop-
erty. The documents relating to the purchase or transfer
of real estate wonld be valid if registered according to the
common law of the State or under the Commercial Code.

Every transfer of mining property subsequent to the
acquirement of the primordial title should be registered on
the Mining Register of the municipality. city, etc., where
the mine is situated.

Always note that the date of said registration is approxi-
imately the same as that of the deed itself. If there is any
notable difference of time between the date of the deed and
the date of registry (say over a fortnight) this difference
ought to be satisfactorily explained.

The transfer of mining property subsequent to the pri-
mordical title must always have been made in writing.

If the consideration named in the deed is less than two
hundred dollars, the deed mmay be made as a private contract,
with the proper stamps and before two or more witnesses.
This is an eseritura privada.

If the consideration is over two hundred Mexican dollars,
the deed must have been drawn up on the * protocol ” or reg-
ister of some notary public and the copy thereof duly legal-
ized and certified to by the notary. (Such a deed is ealled
escritura publica).

It is best to insist on a deed drawn before a notary public
or substitute officer acting as such under the laws of the
State where the deed is made out, in all cases.
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If the primordial title was made to a foreigner and the
mine was located within twenty leagnes of any frontier, a
permit from the General Government authorizing the said
foreigner to hold property within the above limit must be in
evidence.

If any subsequent purchaser of said property was a for-
eigner, or a foreign company, said permit ought also to be
prodaced or evidence of its existence shown.

If the party proposing to buy any property within the
twenty-league limit is a foreigner, or a foreign company, per-
mission from the Mexican government to hold said property
ought to be obtained before said property is purchased.

According to the Foreign Law of Mexico the acquiring of
real estate in Mexico by a foreigner makes the purchaser ipso
facto a Mexican citizen, unless the said foreigner expressly
states in the deed that he desires to retain his foreign citizen-
ship. So be careful to do this.

Whether the price named in the deed be more or less than
two hundred dollars the deed should be promptly registered. .

If the vender of any mining property or real estate is a
married man, always be sure that his wife signs the deed
with himn and renounces all her rights. Wives in Mexico are
partners with their husbands in all business unless there is a
antenuptial contract to the contrary.

If the mining or other property is sold to you by an estate
be careful to thoroughly satisfy yourself that the deed is
signed by an administrator (alb(wea\ ploperl; appomtcd by
the cours, with power to sell.

If there is any doubt on this pomt havé the deed con-
firmed in court or take other measures to preclude trouble
with heirs or legatees, especially with minor heirs.

Be sure that every deed to mining property or real estate
is a warrantee deed (called eviccion y saneamiento), which will
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enable you to fall back on the sellers in case there is any at-
tempt to dispute your title. :

Also see that there is a clause in the deed providing that
there shall be no recision of the contract on account of the
price being too low (lesion).

The search of titles is frequently performed by the notary
public who draws up the deed.

This is generally all right, but whenever any large amount
of money is concerned the purchaser should have the report
of the notary confirmed by some independent person of his
confidence.

The present writer has had long experience in these mat-
ters, and will be pleased to advise upon the legal as well as
upon the technical points involved in any purchase of real
estate property or mining property in Mexico.

If any large extent of landed property is conveyed, the
surve; s may have been copied from old deeds. In such cases
it is best to have the surveys rectified by a competent engi-
neer.
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Caducidad [Loss or MiNiNG Properry]. The defanlt of
payment of the tax constitutes the only cause of the loss of
mining properties, which in this case become free of all lia-
bilities and may be adjudicated to the first applicant who
shall fulfil the legal requisites. (L. min., Art. 29).

The declaration of the loss (caducidad) of a mining prop-
erty shall be made by the Secretary of the Treasury and
published in the Diario Oficial (official daily newspaper of the
Mexican Government). (L. imp., Art. 6).

Caminos [Roaps] and Canals. No prospecting work
shall be carried on near roads or canals at any distance less
than thirty metres from their exterior lines. (R. L. min.,
Art. 14).

Capital. Such concessionaries who may have entered
into a contract with the Executive of the Union for the ex-
ploration or exploitation of gold mines or placers, according
to the law of June 6th, 1894, must invest in their enterprises
during the first three years a capital of at least five hundred
thousand pesos, which they must increase to one million of
peses within the five following years. (Law cited, condition 11).

Carta Poder [PowER OF ATTORNEY BY LLETTER]. A power
_ of attoruey by letter is not sufficient for a third party to
mpresent interested parties for the presentatlon and subse-

(22
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quent proceedings incident to an application for a mining
concession. (C. Fom., October 19th, 1892).
See Apoderados.

Certificates. The Secretary of the Treasury pnblished a
circular under date of Angust 15th, 1894, in which it was
provided that for no canse whatever shall the Administra-
tions of the Stamp Tax make out duplicate certificates for
sums left on deposit with them to pay for the-stamps des-
tined for mining titles, and that the single certificate which
is made out shall be delivered to the person who makes said
deposit. :

The Treasury Department, under date of June 25th, 1895,
ordered that the interested parties must provide themselves
with stamps at their own cost and risk.

Circulation, [or GoLD AND SILVER BULLION]. See Trans-
portation.

Claims, Mining. See Pertenencias, Unit.
Clays. Sce Arecillas.

Coal. This can be freely exploited by the owner of the
tands where it may be found without necessity of any speeial
concession. (L. min., Art. 4).

Cobalt. For the exploitation of this metal it is necessary
in every case to obtain the proper eoncession. Hence, no
workings will be permitted in mines or placers of the said
substanee which are not protected by a legal title duly regis-
tered. (T.. min., Art. 3. Sec. A, and R. L. min., Art. 43).

Cobre [Corrrr]. This metal canunot be exploited without
previously obtaining the proper concession, and for this rea-
son no workings will be permitted in mines or placers of
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this metal which are not protected by a legal title duly reg-
istered. (R. L. min., Art. 43).

By the law of June 3rd, 1898, mines of pure copper should
pay an annual tax of $2.50 Mexican per claim or hectare, but
mines of copper carrying gold, silver or platinum must pay
the full tax of $10 Mexican per hectare.

Coinage. See Amonedacion.
Coinage, Bulilion for. See Buillion.
Collection of Mining Taxes. See Recaudacion.

Combustibles. Mineral combustibles can be freely ex-
ploited by the owner of the soil where they may be met with.
(L. min., Art. 4).

Companies, Mining. See Sociedades.

Competency. For the judges competent to try crimes
and misdemeanors in mining matters, see delitos (crimes) and
Jueces (judges).

Concessions, Mining. Any inhabitant of the Republic
may present an application for a mining concession. For-
eigners are subject to slight restrictions in certain localities,
for which see Extranjeros. )

The substances for whose exploitation it is indispensable,
in every case, to obtain a proper mining concession are the
following :

A. Gold, platinum, silver, mercury, iron (except bog ore,
alluvial ore and ochres mined for coloring material), lead,
copper, tin (except placer tin), zine, antimony, nickel, cobalt,
manganese, bismuth and arsenic, whether all these sub-
stances are found in the native state or mineralized.
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B. Precious stones, rock salt and sulphur. (L. min., ;
Art. 3).

The substances which the owner of the soil where they
are found in place may exploit freely and without the neces-
sity of a special concession in any case, are the following:

A. Mineral oils and mineral waters; the country rock,
which is to be used either for itself directly ox as raw mater-
ial for ornamentation and construction ; the materials of the
soil, as earth, sand and clays of all kinds.

B. In general all other substances not before excepted.
(L. min., Art. 4). 5

It is to be noted that with the one exception laid down
under exploraciones, which see, all concessions belong to and
will always be given to the first applicant, and will include,
in all cases where there is sufficient free ground, the number
of claims that may be asked for by the applicant. The
applicant must specify with the utmost clearness, and ac-
cording to the rules laid down under solicitudes (applications)
which see, the sitnation which the claims that he desires to
take up may occupy on the ground. (L. min., Art. 15.; C.
Fom., No. 32, October 31st, 1899).

For greater clearness we will note that the law extends
complete liberty with regard to the number of claims in each
coneession, without taking into account whether the appli-
cants are one or several, neither whether or not they consti-
tute a company, and the interested parties may acquire as
many claims as they may wish. (C. Fom. of July 1st, 1892).

Nevertheless, this liberty must not be abused. The limits
of each concession and its situation upon the ground, the
locality of the claimsin each municipality, the local land-
marks by which the concession is to be identified, the nature,
form and situation of the mineral deposit which it is desired
to exploit. etc.. ete., must be most carefully designated,
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otherwise the application can not be received nor registered.
(C. Fom., October 31st, 1890).

The course of proceedings laid down for obtaining a
mining concession is detailed under Solicitud.

Concealment of Number of Claims. See Multa.
Conciliatory lleetings. See Juntas.
Consent. See Edifices.

Constructions, Public. No prospecting work shall be
carried on near any public construction whatever, unless at
a distance of 50 metres from its exterior lines. (R. L. min.,
Art. 14).

Constructions, Private. See Edifices.

Contracts. Sre Awvio, Hipoteca, and Zonas Mineras. See
also Authorizacion for everything concerning the contracts
made with the Executive of the Union for the exploration
and exploitation of gold mines and placers according to the
law of June 6th, 1894, which expired by limitation and is not
now in force,

Contribuciones [MiNiNe TAXEs]. See Impuestos.
Copper. See Cobre.

Copies. The Mining Agents will be careful to remis to
the Ministry -of Fomento the copies of the docket relating to
each concession, and the copies of the respective summaries.
(C. Fom. of February 21st, 1893). See Estampillas.

Whenever any of the interested parties may ask for copies
of the plans which exist in the archives of the Agencies. such
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parties or the persons whom they may designate for that
purpose shall be permitted to make said copies on the prem-
ises of the Agencies. (C. Fom. of September 1st., 1592).

The Mining Agents must use the greatest clearness in the
copies which they may remit to the Ministry, but at the
same time must take care to be concise in the diction of the
summaries, minutes and notes which may be spread upon the
dockets. (C. Fom., July 1st, 1892).

When copies of dockets are to be sent to the proper courts
in ecases of opposition, they are to be delivered to the ap-
plicant for that purpose, so that, on his responsibility and
within the time to be fixed by the Agent, such delivery shall
be cftected. (R. L. min., Art. 31).

When copies of the docket are to be presented to the
Ministry of Fomento for examination and decision, such
copies may be delivered by the Agents to the applicant, to be
presented in the said Ministry. (R. L. min., Art. 34).

If the said copies are not presented within the time desig-
nated by the Agent at the time of delivery, the applicants
shall suffer such penalties for their delay as are laid down in
Article 19 of the Mining Law and Article 36 of the Regu-
lations of the same law.

According to Article 19, above cited, the Ministry of
Fomento may declare that the dilatory applicant has de-
sisted from his application, and the applicant is barred from
applying again for the same concession.

By Article 36 of the Regulations the dilatory applicant or
oppositor may be declared to have desisted from his appli-
cation or opposition. See also C. Fom. of Novembel 1st.
1899.

Cost of a Mining Concession. “See Honorarios.

Creditors. Sce Aereedores.
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Criaderos [MiNeraL Deposits]. For the law relating to
superficial deposits of mineral substances, see Placers.

Crimes and Misdemeanors, Official. See Delitos, Jueces,
Infracciones.

Crimes and Misdemeanors, Common. See Delitos,
Jueces, Infracciones.
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Decisions, Judicial. See Sentencias.
Deed of Contract. See Escritura.
Deed, Title. See Titulo.

Default of Payment of Taxes. See Awvisos, Adminis-
tration of Stamp Taxes, Cuducidad.

Delitos [CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS, OFriciaL]. The
crimes and misdemeanors committed officially by the Mining
Agents shall be tried before the District Judges (Federal
Judges) according to the proper laws.

Common erimes and misdemeanors committed in the
mines shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the local judges,
witholit-prejudice to the power of the Federal authorities to
impose a ministerial punishment. (L. min., Art. 31).

See Jueces and Infraccioncs.

Demasias [SurpLus MINING GROUND, Gores]. If there
should remain between claims lately conceded and others
of longer existence a space or gore less than the Unity of
Concession (see Unit) such space or gore shall belong to the
first applicant and be to him adjudicated. (L. min., Art. 15).

The Transitory Article 2 of the same law is as follows:
The ‘¢ demasias” (gores or spaces) existing between contigu-
ous or conterminous properties, and which. have not been

(9
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denounced at the time this law takes effect, shall belong and
be adjudicated to the first person who may apply for them.
See Denuncios and Fracciones.

Denuncios [DENOUNCEMENTS].

Nore.—The word ‘“denounce,” as applied to mining af-
fairs in Mexico, came into the English language about 1827,
H. G. Ward, in his book upon Mexico, published in 1827 or
1828, was the first or one of the first to use the term, and he
defines it as follows: ‘*To ‘denounce,” in the Mining Code
of Mexico, implies that process by which a legal right of
possession is obtained to-a particular portion of any vein,
worked or unworked, known or unknown, which a miner
chooses to select for his operations.”

The word is almost equivalent to ¢ announce” in English,
and has no opprobrious significance whatever.

According to the anterior mining legislation of Mexico
the applications for mining concessions were called denuncios
(denouncements), but the term is no longer in legal use
under the present law, although it is still commonly em-
ployed in colloquial language when discussing mining matters.

With respect to denouncements, the Transitory Article 1
of the Mining Law of June 4th, 1892, says: All denounce-
ments of mines or of demasias (gores) which are in course of
procedure when this law commences to take effect shall con-
tinue to be in procedure, and the necessary decisions thereon
shall be made according to the present law

See Solicitudes.

Deposit, flineral. See Placers.

Deposit. A deposit of at least $10,000 Mexican, in bouds
of the Public Debt, must be made by the doncessionaries
who enter into any contract with the Executive of the Union
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for the exploration or exploitation of gold mines or gold
placers, aceording to the decree of June 6th, 1894.

Said deposit is for the object of guaranteeing the fulfil-
ment of the contract and cannot be withdrawn until after
proof that $200,000 Mexican have been invested in the en-
terprise. (Law as cited, 14th condition).

Derogation. The Mining Law of June 4th, 1892, ex-
pressly derogated the Mining Code of November 22nd, 1884,
as well as the circulars and enactments relative thereto, and
also Article 10, of the law of June 6th, 1887, relative to
mining taxes. ete.. ete.

Desag_ife {DraINAGE, UNWATERING]. The mine owner
may adopt such systems of drainage, ete., as he may see fit,
but is responsible for the damage and loss that may be
occasioned in other mining property for lack of drainage.
(L. min., Art. 22).

The mive owner is liable to pay damages and losses occa-
sioned by total lack of drainage or for not having maintained
the drainage up to the necessary point, causing a flow of
water from one underground working to another, ete. (L.
min., Art. 12, Sec. I).

Drainage tunnels or galleries have a right of passage
through any mining claim. (L. min., Art. 12, Seec. I).

See Socavones and Servidumbres.

Drainage tunnels cannot be devoted to other purposes
without the unanimous consent of all interested. (R. L.
min., Art. 12, See. X). >

Desistimiento [DEsISTENCE]. An application for a min-
ing coneession may be desisted from, after or before the
publications, by appearing in person or in writing.

1f the desistence is made before the publications and by
appearance, it will be saofficient for the appearance to be
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spread upon the docket, and the minute to be signed by the
applicant for the docket to be placed in the archives.

If the desistence should be made in writing, the docu-
ment shall be added to the docket, whlch shall then be
placed in the archives.

If the desistence should be made during the publication of
the advertisements, these shall be taken down from the Bul-
letin Bourd of the Agency where they are being published
and the same procedure shall be followed a< in cases of
desistence by appearance or in writing, before publication.

In the case of a voluntary desistence, when all the legal
requisites have been complied with in the proceedings upon
the docket, the Mining Agents shall proceed to make a
proper publication thereof on the Bulletin Board for a i)eriod
of fifteen days, and until this period is concluded no applica-
cations for a concession which may be presented, covering
the same ground, shall be received or registered.

If the application for a desistence shall have been pre-
sented in any case in which the requirements of the Law
and of the regulations shall not have been fully complied
with in the anterior procedure. the Mining Agents shall note
the non-compliance in the respective docket, the application
for desistence shall not be acted upon, and when the time
laid down in the regulations has expired the docket shall be
remitted to the Secretary of Fomento for an appropriate dis-
position of the same. (C. Fom., March 1st, 1897, Secs. 3
and 4). : .

1t should be noted that any omission in the presentation
of applications, the supplying of stamps, publications or ad-
vertisements, payment of fees, attendance upon hearings, and
in general the omission of any one of the proceedings pre-

seribed for the obtaining of a mining concession or for mak-
: ng opposition thereto, waenever such an omission is imputa-
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ble to the applicant or to the opposers, will be the cause, for
the applieants. of considering them as having desisted from
their application for a concession, and for the opposers of
considering them as having desisted from their opposition and
as being in conformity with the claims brought forward by
the applicants. (R. L. min., Art. 36).

Despachos [Coyuissions], 1t is necessary *hat eommis-
sions be made out to the proprietary Mining Agents in the
States and Territories for the exercise of their functions,
with a cancelled ten dollar stamp. (C. Fom., July 22nd, 1892).

As far as concerns the substitute Agents, they are not
obliged to have commissions on account of the fact that the
salary they receive is eventual and the period of their func-
tions is very short. (C. Fom., November 28th, 1892).

Deputations, Mining. The former Mining Deputations,
or the officers that fulfilled their functions, had to deliver
their dockets to the Mining Agents, according to strict in-
ventory, when the Regulations of the Mining Law of June
35th, 1892, came into effect. (Article 1, Fransitory. of said
Regulation).

Differences in Assays. See Ensaye.

Docket. This is the word chosen by the present trans-
lator to represent the Spanish word expediente or autos,
meaning a collection of documents relating to any adminis-
trative, civil or-ecriminal procedure. See Expediente.

Doubt. In case of doubt about the application of the
Mining Laws or Regulations, the Mining Agents must con-
sult with the Ministry of Fomento. (R. L. min., Art. 1).

Drainage, Mine. See Desagiie.

Duties, of Mining Agents. See Agentes de Mineria.

Duplicates. See Awvisos or Solicitudes.
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Edifices. Inside of private edifices and their dependen-
cies, prospecting can only be done by consent of the owner.
(L. min., Art. 23). :

Near private or public edifices and their dependencies it
shall not be permitted to do prospecting work except at a
distance of 50 metres from the exterior lines of said edifices.
(R. L. min., Art. 14).

Enajenacion [ALIENATION OR TRANSFER OF PROYERTY].
Whenever a mine shall be alienated or transferred by its
proprietor he shall give the corresponding notice thereof
(see awiso) so that.it may be duly noted in the Registry.

The deed of sale must be provided with stamps, as laid
down in the Stamp Law. (L. imp., Art. 2).

Encumbrances on [lining Properties. See Gravamenes,
Caducidad.

Ensaye [Assays, Assay Frrs]. The assay fees to be paid
shall be as follows: ;

Bars of silver or gold or mixed bars. whose fineness shall
be at least 100 thousandths: for each bar that is not over 35
kilograms weight, two dollars fifty cents, Mexican : if over
said weight, it shall pay the samne amount for every ten kilo-
grams or fraction .of ten kilograms.

Bars of lead, copper or of any other elass of metal which
do not contain as much as 100 thousandths: for every five
tons (metric) or fraction of that weight contained in the lot.
two dollars fifty cents, Mexican.

(34)
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Artiticial sulphides. concentrates, mineral matter and.
residues: for each lot or fraction of a lot. aceording to the
class, five dollars Mexican. See Sample Lots.

Manufactured articles or objects of goldsmiths’ work:
for each assay, including the mint mark, one dollar Mexican.

The assay fees are to be paid in every case, whether the
pieces of gold and silver are presented for coinage or whether
the metals or substances assayed are for exportation. (L.
met. prec., Art. -5).

In-the assay of bars whose fineness shall be at lea,st 100
thousandths, the fineness of silver contained shall be deter-
mined down to thousandths, and the fineness of the gold to
half-thousandths.

For such metals as shall be less than 100 thousandths fine,
the fineness shall be determined to 10 thousandths for silver
and to 100 thousandths for gold.

In other substances the determination shall be to 100
thousandths for silver and to millionths for gold.

In every case the next inferior number shall be taken if
there are fractions less than the indicated limits. (R. L.
met. preec., Art. 12).

The assay of all substances or pieces which may coutain
precious metals shall be made by the dry way, and, if possi-
ble, by two employees separately. In the contrary case, the
assay may be made by one person, who shall perform all the
operations in duplicate. (R. L. met. pree., Art. 13).

Then the results of the assays are compared the average
shall be taken as a definite determination, whenever the dif-
ferences are not greater than:

3 thousandths for the silver in the pieces.

Five 10 thousandths for the gold in the pieces.

Two 10 thousandths for the silver in all other substances.
One 10 thousandth for the gold in all other substances.
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If the ditfercnces are greater the assay shall be repeated
or new samples taken, or even a bar may be remelted. at the
expense of the interested party, if these things can be done.
In the contrary case, the average of the results obtained
shall be taken as the ftinal determination. (R. L. min..
Art. 14).

The interested party may ask for a repetition of the
assay or of the weighing if there has been any defect in
either operation and if he is not in accord with the account as
rendered, or he may withdraw his bullion, paying the expense
of the first assay.

The second. or repeated, assay shall be done in the same
office, in the presence of the chief, by the person who may
be designated by the interested party and upon a new test
piece taken in the presence of the introducer.

Only in the case in which the seecond assay differs from
the first by less than the amount of the tolerance (as above)
shall fees be charged for the second assay. 1f the difference
is more than the tolerance only the first assay shall be charged
for. (R. L. met. pree., Art. 18). L

The administrator of any custom house of export who may
suspect or learn by information that the bullion or other
substance to be exported is not the same as appears in the
documents may order a new weighing and new samples to be
taken, which shall be remitted to the General Direction of
the Mint, so-that the assays may be repeated.

If the difference exceeds the limit of teolerance, as above,
the case shall be passed upon by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury. (R. L. met. pree., Art. 30).

The assay shall be made, at latest, on the day following
the presentation of the bullion, if not a holiday. (R. L. met.
prec., Art. 13).
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The mints or assay offices shall make known to the inter-
ested parties the weights of the bullion or other substances
presented and the respective liquidation on the third day
from the presentation thereof. (R. L. met. prec., Art. 17).

Whenever the exportation of copper, antimony, iron, zinc,
and other ores that usually contain gold and silver is at-
tempted, and the interested parties state that they do not
contain the precions metals, the Custom Houses may proceed
as in the cases nnder the General Ordinance, but ascertaining
by assays that said ores do not contain precious metals.

In case they are found to exist in said ore, the duties,
taxes and penalties shall be applied, for which purpose a
bond must be given before shipment. (R. L. met, prec.,
Art. 40). :

Assay samples shall be preserved, duly classified, for six
months, so0 as to check the assays: or, when this is no longer
necessary, to return the same to the parties in interest upon
solicitation.

If the return of the assay samples is not asked for within
six months they shall be deemed ceded to the Treasury, as
also the grains resulting from remelting of bullion for ae-
count of private parties. (R. L. met. prec.. Art. 31).

The Administrator of any Custom House shall order assays
to be made of bullion or substances which arrive regularly
invoiced but have not passed through a Mint or Custom
House, the samples to be taken according to Regulations, or
more samples, if the substances appear not to be homogen-
eous. (R. L. met. prec., Art. 42).

Samples are tu be divided into three parts, one for the
party in interest, one for the Government Assay Office, the
third to the Director General of the Mints for the checking
of the assavs.
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The employees of the Government Assay Oftice are per-
sonally responsible to the Treasury for any loss to the Treas-
ury found when the assays are checked. (R. L. met. prec..
Art. 42). See Samples, Sample Lots.

Escalas [ScALEs oF PLaNs]. The scales of the plans of
mining claims shall always be decimal and proportional. in
size, to the object of the plans. (R. L. min., Art. 39).

In the case of the imposition of a tunnel right of way the
plan of the horizontal projection and of the profile of the
tunnel, which must be presented to the agent, shall be drawn
to an appropriate decimal scale. (R. L. min., Art. 45).

Escritura [DeEDp or CoNTRACT]. Only by virtue of unan-
imous consent, expressed in a public deed of contract by the
interested parties to a general drainage tunnel, may said
tunnel be destined for other purposes than that of drainage.
Said deed of contract must contain, under penalty of nullity,
all the stipulations which refer to passage or transit in the
underground workings. (R. L. min., Art. 12, Sec. X).

It shall be indispensable, when a ventilation right of ser-
vice is established, that any agreement which may be formed
between the owners of the property which enjoys said right
of service and the owners of the property subject to said
service as to the non-usage of grating doors between the
two properties, to impede passage or transit, shall be duly
set forth in a public deed of contract. (L. min., Art. 12,
See. XIII). '

For the legal imposition of any right of service to the
easement of any mining property, or as a servitude upon
another, the requirements shall be: the consent of the
owner of the property subject to said right of service, to be
expressed either in a public deed of contractior in a declara-
tion, signed and ratified before some judicial authority or
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before the Secretary of Fomento; or an administrative de-
cree, consented to by the interested parties: or a judicial’
decision. (L. min., Art. 12, See. X VIII).

See Enajenacion.

Note.—An Escritura Publica (publie deed) is a contract
drawn up before a notary public or some other officer who
has notarial functions.

Estampillas [REVENUE Stamps]. The Federal tax upon
mining property is of two kinds, one to be paid in revenue
stamps once only, the other to be paid annually (L. imp.,
Art. 1). Said stamps shall be of those for documents and
account. books (R. L. imp., Art. 2) and shall be cancelled by
the Ministry of Fomento. (Before June 30th, 1892, the can-
cellation was made by the local Treasury sub-agency). (L.
imp., Art. 3).

The revenue stamps will be demanded from the parties
in interest by the Ministry of Fomento, directly or throngh
the local agency, as soon as the docket has been approved
and the title deed ordered to be made out. (C. Fom. of Sep-
tember 1st, 1897).

The second (annual) part of the mining tax is to be paid
by Internal Revenue stamps, which shall be marked diagon-
ally across the face by a counter-stamp, with the words
Impuesto Minero (Mining Tax). (R. L. imp., Art. 17).

To remove all doubts the Treasury Circular of May 1lth,
1897, prescribes that the title deeds of mines shall be legal-
ized with common revenue stamps, and that the annual tax
is to be pafd in special counter-sealed stamps.

Applications for mining concessions must have a fifty-
cent revenae stamp on each leaf.

The use of revenue stamps is not required in the reports
and explanations which the mining sarveyors send along
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with the plans, since stamps are not required on the plans
themselves. Neither should stamps be used on the copies of
the docket, because the original docket must contain the
stamps provided for by law and also because said copies arp
and should be regarded as official memoranda. (C. Fom. ¢f
October 19th, 1892).

The copies to be given to the mining expert surveyors pf
their respective appointments must have a ten-cent revenue
stamp. (C. Hae. of October 20th, 1892, and C. Fom. of No-
vember 12th, 1892).

- Applications for a reduction in the number of claims must
have a revenue stamp of fifty cents on each leaf. (C. Fom.
of November 13th, 1892).

The prospecting permits made out uncouditionally by
private parties on their own lands do not cause any'stamp
tax, but if they contain any conditions. of whatever nature.
the permits shall be considered as eontracts and must have a
revenue stamp of fifty cents per leaf.

But the notice that must be given to the local Mining
Agent before commencing prospecting work in public lands
do not require, in any ease, the use of revenue stamps. (C.
Hae. of August 20th, 1892, and C. Fom. of October 17th, 1892).

However, such copies of the prospecting permits as may
be published on the Balletin Board of the Mining Agency
must have, on each leaf. a tift_\'-confrevmmo stamp. (C.
Hae. of April 5th, 1898).

To one copy of the manifest, which the possessors of a
mine must present to the local-Treasury Agency. in dupli-
cate, when the original title deeds of the mine are missing.
according to the decree of October 21st, 1892, a ten-dollar
revenue stamp should be aftixed for every hectare of ground.
When the new title deeds are made out for such wmines by the
Ministry of Fomento. the revenne stawnrps should be furnished
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by the Secretary of the Treasury without charge, and to the
amount just mentioned. ;

The revenue stamps necessary for any mining title deed
will be asked for, from the intérested party, by the Ministry
of Fomento, directly or through the Mining.Agents, after the
dockets have been approved and the making out of the title
deeds has been ordered.

Consequently, Mining Agents have been notified not to
receive nor to ask the applicant for the revenne stamps nec-
essary for any mining title deed.

The applicants are not allowed to send their stamps to
the Ministry of Fomento in advance.

The above is the substance of the Circular of Fomento of
September 1st, 1897, which modified Article 35 of the Regula-
tions of the Mining Law and did away with other provisions
to the contrary. 7

Estafio [TiN]. The exploitation of this metal requires a
proper concession in every case. No workings will be per-
mitted in mines or placers of this metal unless protected by
a duly registered legal title. (L. min.. Art. 3. See. A. and R.
L. min.. Art. 43).

Excavations. The excavations to be made on publie
lands for the purpose of prospecting for mineral deposits
st not exeeed ten meters in dimensions, neither in length
or depth. (L. min.. Art. 13),

Exemptions. Such mines as have been exempted ex-
pressly by a contract made by the Executive, in virtue of
anthorization by the Legislative power, or approved by said
power, are excepted from the payment of the annual tax
npon their elaims, but this exemption will last only for the
period stipulated in the contract and ean not be prorogated.
(L. imp.. Art. 4).
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Such portions of mining tunnels as may be outside of the
claims are also exempt from the mining tax when the tunnels
are devoted exclusively to ventilation and drainage and to the
extraction of ores not proceeding from the tnnnel itself. (L.
min., Art. 33).

The concessionaries who may have entered into a con-
tract with the Executive of the Union for the exploration
and exploitation of auriferous mines and placers, according
to the decree of June 6th, 1894, shall be exempt. during ten
years, from every Federal tax except the annual mining tax.
other stamp taxes, and the fees for coinage, parting and
assaying.

The said concessionaries shall enjoy a reduction in the
annual mining tax referred to during ten years, arranged in
such a manner that payment shall be made in the first year
of only the tenth part of the taxes in force, and in the
eleventh year they shall pay the whole tax due at that time.
{Decree of June 6th, 1894, conditions 9 and 10).

Expedientes [Dockgers]. These are the collections of
papers relating to any application for mining or other con-
cessions, or to administrative. civil or criminal business in
general. Soch collections are begun when the cases com-
mence and are added to as the proceedings go on, until
at the end they contain in a compact form all the docu-
ments or memoranda, judicial notices, and decisions relating
to that particular case.

These collections are also called autos, although the latter
word is principally used in connection with the exrpedientes -
compiled during a law suit and not in administrative business.

The present translator uses the word *‘docket.” which
seems to be the nearest English equivalent.

The dockets. if delivered to interested parties to be sent
to the Ministry of Fomento or to a court of justice. in cases

\
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of opposition, must be punctually delivered at their destina-
tion within the time set by the Mining Agent, nnder penalty '
of the party in interest being held to have forfeited his
rights for dilatoriness. g

In an opposition the District Federal Judge is to institute
proceedings to recover the oviginal docket when ‘notified of
its non-appearance by the Ministry of Fomento.

In cases where the docket relating to an uncontested ap-
plication for a concession is not presented in time to the
Ministry of Fomento, the latter will declare the applicant in
default. (C. Fom. of November 1st, 1899)

Revenue stamps used in the dockei. if any, are always
paid for by the applicant, unless in casds of opposition, when
the opposer must pay stamps on the documents he may
present.

Experts, [lining. Sece Peritos or Operations.

Explorations [ProspEcTING FOR MINERALS]. Anv inhab-
itant of the Republic may undertake exploration work on
public lands by giving notice thereof, in duplicate, to the
local Mining Agent, in which notice shall be accurately laid
down the boundaries of the zone of exploration.

The Agent shall return one duplicate notice to the ex-
plorer, after endorsing thereon the day and the hour of ths
presentation thereof, and shall notify the explorer that in
case of making excavations there they shall not exceed ten
meters of extension, neither in length nor in width. (L.
min., Art. 13, and R, L. min., Art. 10).

In those localities of the Republic which are not compre-
hended within the district assigned to any Mining Agent.
the notices and vouchers for prospeeting permits shall be
presented to the local postmaster. who. in this case only.
may receive said doenments and shall note oun them the day
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and hour of presentation and, besides, he shall give imme-
diate notice to the Ministry of Fomento by 'mail and by
telegraph, if there is one. (R. L. min., Arts. 48 and 49).

Upon lands belonging to private owners prospecting can
only be done by the permission of the owner or of his repre-
sentative. These persons, if they consent, must give to the
prospector a proper voucher with an indication of the boun-
daries of the lands where the prospecting is to be done. This
voucher is to be presented to the Mining Agent, so that he
may take note thereof and return it to the prospector, after
having noted thereon the day and hour of the presentation.
(L. min.. Art. 13, and R. L. min., Art. 11). See Estampillas.

If the necessary ptrmission cannot be obtained from the
owner or his representative the prospector may apply for it
to the local Mining Agent, offering a bond for the damages
and losses that may be caused.

The application shall be on view for the owner of the
land for the term of fifteen days, and he shall be notified
that ‘unless he puts in an objection he will be held to be a
consenting party thereto.

When the above term has expired the Mining Agent shall
give the proper decision and, if necessary in any case, shall
lix the amount of the bond after a careful estimate of the
damages which truly and positively may be caused to the
owner of the land. so that the bond may not be excessive.

When the bond has been drawn up the Mining Agent
shall give to the prospector a proper voucher with a deserip-
tion of the boundaries of the zone of exploration. (l. min..
Art. 133 R. L. min.. Art. 12, and C. Fom. of July 1st, 1892).

During the peremptory term of three months, counted
from the date of the notice, of the permit. or of the admin-
istrative decision just referred to, thie Mining Agent shall
admit for the prospeeting zone and within the limits thereof,
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only such applications for a concession as may be presented
by the prospector himself. (L. min.. Art. 13, and R. L. min..
Art. 13). !

In those cases where the Mining Agent may receive an
expert report, under the responsibility of its anthor, in which
the existence of subterranean gold placers is indicated. the
term of exploration may be lengthened up to one year. The
rest of the proceedings shall be the same as for other pros-
pecting permits, except that the shafts to be opened for
prospecting may be as deep as may be necessary. (Law of
November 13th, 1899, Art. 1). See Subterranean Placers.

The lengthening of the term of exploration for subter-
ranean gold placers is not to prevent the applications for
mining concessions. according to the laws in force. within
the limits of the zone of exploration, to exploit deposits of
any other minerals. (Law of November 13th, 1899, Art. 2).

The Mining Agent will be careful to publish, on his Bul-
letin Board, a copy of the prospecting permit, notice or ad-
ministrative decision, and must indicate, at the end-of the
respective copy, the exact dates on which the exploration
should commerce and terminate. (Law of Decembev 14th,
1897, Art. 2). See Estampillas.

When the peremptory term above noted has expired. no
new prospeceting permits shall be admitted to registry for the
land explored, nor shall any prospecting notice be admitted
with respect to the same ground, until after the expiration
of six months, during which time the ground in question
shall remain entirely free for applications for mining claims
situated therein.

Within mining camps, where there are properties in pos-
session, prospecting shall only be done on ground which is
at least 200 meters from the boundaries of the claims or in
abandoned mines.
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In every case the prospector must clearly and precisely
designate the sitnation and boundaries of his ground. (Law
of December 14th, 1897, Art. 1).

Inside of private edifices and their dependencies prospect-
ing can only be done by permission of the owner.

Prospecting is not permitted near the nucleus of any
town, but only at the distance of fifty meters from the ex-
terior lines of public and private residences and their depen-
deneies. The same distance shall be observed with respect
to any other public work or construction, bat may be reduced
to thirty meters from the exterior lines of common roads,
railroads and canals.

As far as relates to fortified points, the minimum distance
at which mining exploration can be carried on shall be one
kilometer, starting from the exterior line of the works. (L.
min., Art. 13, and R. L. min., Art, 14).

According to the General Custom House Ordinances, Art.
432, such persons as may arrive from foreign parts to pros-
pect-for lands or mines, and who bring with them wagons.
carriages, tools or instruments for prospecting. and who may
solicit permission to enter the country therewith, may obtain
the same from the Secretary of the Treasury. at his discre-
tion. Such parties must give a bond, to the satisfaction of
the loe:l Custom [ouse Administrator, to cover tlie amount
of duties that may be determined at the time of arrival and
which must be paid if the re-exportation of the goods is not
made within the time fixed by the Treasury Department.

Exploitation. The exploitation of mineral substances.
whether those that are subject to concession or whether
those that belong to the owner of the soil where they may be
found. is subject to all the regulations that may be estab-
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lished for police and security.® After said regulations have
been complied with the miners shall enjoy the most complete
liberty of industrial action, to work in the manner wuich
may suit them best, with activity, more slowly, or suspending
their labors for a greater or less time. They may employ in
their workings any number of workmen they may choose
and at the point which they may believe to be most appro-
priate, and they may follow the cystems which they may find
most convenient for their private interest for removal, ex-
traction, drainage and ventilation.

Notwithstanding, the mine owners stand responsible for
any accidents that may occur in the mines through bad
working, and must pay the damages and losses that may be
oceasioned to other proprietors for lack of drainage or for
any other circumstance that may injure the interests of
other parties. (L. min., Art. 23).

The exploitation of mine products shall be strictly con-
fined within the respective boundaries, and these boundaries
can only be passed when the ground is free, and a previous
concession of amplification must be obtained.

In order to enter any other person’s claims it is absolutely
necessary to have the consent of the owner, except in the
case of a legally established servitude. (L. min., Art. 8).

No exploitation of the substances which are subject to
concessions shall be permitted in mines or placers, whether
by open cut or subterranean workings, tinless protected by a
duly registered legal title. (R. L. min.. Art. 43). See Eux-
propriation.

Exportation. The stamp and coinage taxes and the
assay fees for silver and gold are to be paid. in every case.

*No such regulations have as yet been established. Mareh.
1900.
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whether the bullion is presented to be e¢oined or whether said
metals, or substances which contain the precious metals, are
to be exported. (L. met. prec., Art. 5).

Whenever the exportation of éopper, antimony, iron, zine.
and other ores that generally contain gold or silver is at-
tempted. and the parties in interest declare that these are not
contained in their oves, the Frontier and Maritime Custom
Houses shall'subject themselves to the provisions of the Gen-
cral Ordinances. but they shall satisfy themselves, by means
of assays, that these ores do not contain precions metals.
(R. L. met preec., Art. 40).

The silver and gold ores which are exported in their
native state or mechanically concentrated shall pay the
coinage and stamp taxes upon ninety per cent. of the value
of the gold and silver they may contain. (L. met. prec..
Art. 12). :

If the Secretary of the Treasury should think proper he
may extend special concessions to such parties as export
minerals habitually and in large quantities.

These conecessions may extend to the fixing for the ex-
porters of the payment of a lump sum to cover the expenses
caused to the Government by the inspection and assay of
said ores. but may not, in any ease. consist in an exemption
from or a reduction of the coinage and stamp taxes. (L.
met. pree., Art. 13).

Whenever bullion or substances destined for export are
assayed in a Government office. the party in interest shall
receive a document which proves the payment of the taxes
and duties, containing all the data necessary for the identifi-
cation of the substances. the name of the Custom House
where the exportation is to be made and the period within
which this should be done. (R. L. met. prec., Art. 21).
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The Government office which extends the documents to.
the exporters must give notice, at latest on the next day, to
the Custom House of Export'and ask for a reply thereto. (R.
L. met. prec., Art. 22),

If the exportation is to be made, through some unforeseen
circumstauces, by another Custom House not designated in
the document and within the time allowed therein, the Gov-
ernment office which may have made out the document shall
note the change thereon and advise the two Custom Houses,
to one that the exportation will not be made through it and
the other of the exportation to be effected. (R. L. met.
prec., Art. 23).

The Custom Houses will take up from the exporters the
documents which attest the payment of duties in the mints
and assay offices, and shall give a certified copy of the same
to the parties in interest if applied for. (R. L. met. prec.,
Art. 24).

The exportation should be accomplished within the term
fixed therefor in the document which attests the payment of
the taxes and customs duties, which term must not exceed
thirty days, under penalty that the said document loses its
validity and that the Custom- House shall proceed to a new
liquidation and collection as if the bars or substances had
never been presented to any mint or Government assay
office. (R. L. met. prec., Art. 27).

The bars of more than 100 thousandths fine which are to
be sent to foreign parts shall be punch-marked, with a, pro-
gressive number, with their weight, the proportions of silver
and gold, and the name of the mint or Government assay
office.

The bars of less than 100 thousandths fine shall be punch-
marked with the national arms and the name of the office
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which madei out the document attesting the payment of
taxes and duties.

For ores and artificial substances, the punch-marks shall
be replaced by wires. counter-marks or leaden seals, which
shall be put upon the sacks or on the van or freight car
when the transportation is made in bulk or in carload lots.
(R. L. met. prec., Arts. 28 and 29).

See Facturas, Fianzas, Ensayes.

When bars or substances provided with proper invoices
are to be exported, the Administrator of the Custom House
shall order samples to be taken as per these Regulations (see
Samples, Sample Lots) and if he should suspect, from the as-
pect of the substances, that they are not homogenous, more
samples or sample pieces may be taken. (R. L. met. pree.,
Art. 41).

Expropriation. The marking out and measarement of
the mining concession does not imply any right to the oeccu-
pation of the surface property. The owner of the mining
coneession should understand that he must arrange with the
owner of the land, whenever he may find it convenient to do
s0. for the acquirement of such a part of the surface as he
may need to oceupy for the dependencies of his mining busi-
ness, or of the totality of the surfice marked out for his
mining elaims in the case of placers or of superficial deposits.

This arrangement may be amicable, through a contract
with the owner, or by expropriation, through initiation of
the proper legal proceeding. (R. L. min., Art. 40).

The workings required for the exploitation and utilization
of mines and placers are eonsidered to be of public utility.
wherefor, in case of disagreement, there may be a forcible
expropriation of the ground necessary for said purposes.
(L. min., Art. 10).
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If, for any reason, the owners of a mining concession can-
not agree, either upon the area of tlre land which it may be i
neeessary to occupy for the exploitation of-mines and placers,
or upon the price thereof, with' the owners of the surface
ground, the expropriation shall be decreed by the Judge of
First Instance. observing the following procedure: '

l. Both parties shall appoint their own expert apprais-
ers, who shall present their estimates to the judges within
the eight days following, counted from the day on which
they were appointed.

If the estimates should be discordant, the judge shall
appoint a third expert as umpire, who must present his opin-
ion within an equal period.

The judge, taking into account the opinion of the experts
and the proofs which may have been rendered by the parties
while the experts were forming their report, shall determine
within the following eight days the superficial extension that
is to be occupied and the amount of the indemnity.

The decision of the judge shall be carried out without
further recourse than that of responsibility (of the judge).

II. If the owner of the ground to be occupied should not
appoint his expert within the term of eight days after being
notified by the judge; the latter shall appoint judicially an
appraiser who will represent the interests of the land owner.

III. If the possessor or owner of the property should be
unknown or doubtful, the judge shall determine, as the
amount of the indemnity, the sum which may be the
result of the examination by the appraiser appointed by the
concessionary of the mine and the appraiser appointed by
the judge to represent the legitimate owner. Said sum shall
be placed on deposit, to be delivered to whomsoever it may
belong.
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IV. The expert appraisers, for the purpose of making
their estimate, shall take into account as the basis thereof
the value of the land, the damages that may be immediately
caused to the property, and the servitudes to which it may be-
come liable. (L. min., Art. 11).

An analogous proceeding should be followed when a
land owner presents an opposition to an application for any
mining concession or to the making of the necessary surveys,
alleging that there is no mineral deposit in existence, when-
ever it is really the case that the surface ground has no
indications of a deposit nor a prospect hole nor any other
prospect work.

In such a case the local judge shall decide whether or not
the concession is to be granted, and his decision shall be
subject to appeal in “ both effects.” See Apelacion.

The final sentence shall be communicated to the Ministry
of Fomento. (L. min., Art. 50).

See Oposicion.

The same procedure shall be followed if, after the claims
have been land-marked and measured, the concessionary
(mine owner) should neéd to occupy a part of the ground or
the whole thereof for the working of his enterprise. (R. L.
min., Art. 40).

Extraction of Ores. Sec Exploitation.

Extractos [SummaRry]. In case of an application for a
mining concession the Mining Agent, after the surveyor has
accepted his appointment, must make out in duplicate a
summary embracing the following:

1. An abstract of the application, which shall speeify
clearly and preeisely the name and domieile of the applicant
and the ordinal number of the docket.
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11. The name, domicile and acceptance of the expert sur-
veyor as appointed. J

III. The notice that a peremptory term of four months.
to be counted from the date of the summary, has been
opened for the completion of the procedure in the Agency.

One duplicate of the summary must be affixed upon the
Bulletin Board during one month, of which a note shall be
made on the docket. The applicant must furnish the neces-
sary revenue stamps for this publication.

The other duplicate of the summary shall be delivered to
the applicant, so that it may be published at his expense
(and prejudice, if not done) within forty days from the date
of the summary, three consecutive times in the Official Peri-
odical of the State, Territory or Federal District to which
the application may belong.

The applicant is obliged to deliver to the Mining Agency,
to be added to the docket, the corresponding numbers of the
newspaper in which the publications may have been made.
(R. L. min., Art. 21).

The Mining Agents, when they remit the copies of the
docket to the Ministry of Fomento, shall also send a copy of
the summary relative thereto, following after the note of the
acceptance of the appointment of the expert surveyor. (C.
Fom. of February ?1st, 1893).

Whenever the interested party may ask for an amplifica-
tion or reduction in the number of claims (in the concession
applied for) before the publication of the summary, it shall
be sufficient to note this application upon the original appli-
cation, on the duplicate thereof and in the Register book:
the summary shall then be published with the proper cor-
raction. Sce dmplification and Reduction.

Extranjeros [ForereNErs]. Foreigners enjoy in the
Mexican Republic the same civil rights as the citizens there-
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of and the guarantees of the Federal Political Constitution,
Sec. I, Title 1.

Foreigners may therefor apply for prospecting permits
and mining concessions and have the same awarded to them.
provided they are not located within the twenty-leagnes
limit.

It is to be noted that any foreigner who may acquire real
estate (including mines) in the Mexican Republic, and who
does not manifest, at the time of said acquisition, his inten-
tion to preserve his nationality, is reputed to be a Mexican
citizen. (Federal Political Constitution, Art. 30, Sec. I1I).

According to the law of February 1st, 1836, still in force.
no foreigner can aequire, without previous permission, real
estate in the frontier States or Territories, unless at twenty
leagues distance from the frontier line.

Whenever a foreigner may present an application for a
concession to acquire any mining property located within
the above named limit, he must send, at the same time, his .
application for permission, through the local Governor, to
the Ministry of Fomento, so that the said permission may be
paésotl upon. in one or the other sense, whenever the period
may arrive for the granting of the title to the mining con-
cession as applied for. (C. Fom. of September 5th, 1892).

As to the registry of foreign corporations that may desire
to establish themselves or to found branch honses in this
Republic, see Registiy.

Foreigners, who have applied for mining coucessions
within the twenty-leagues zone above referred to, must pre-
sent the authorization of the Government to hold mining
property within the zone, within the period of four months,
which is fixed according to law, for the completion of the ‘
docket relative to the coneession.



EXTRANJEROS 55

Foreigners who may acquire mining property are subject
in everything that relates thereto, to all the laws in existence
or that may be formed hereafter relative to the transfer, use
and preservation thereof, as well as to the payment of the
respective taxes.

Said foreigners cannot, at any time, plead any rights as
foreigners with respect to the above matters. (Law of Feb-
ruary 1st, 1858, Art. 5).

Consequently, all questions with respect to mining prop-
erty owned by foreigners in this Republic must be tried
before the Tribunals of this Republic and according to its

- laws, to the exclusion of any foreign intervention whatever.
(Law cited, Art. 6).

Any contract for the rental of mines made with a for-
eigner for a longer term than ten years is to be reputed as a
transfer of the property. (Law of May 28th, 1886, Art. 31).

Foreign corporations in Mexico enjoy the same rights as

-are conceded to them by the laws of their own country, pro-
vided that these rights are not contrary to the laws of the
Nation. (Law of May 28th. 1886, Art. 5).
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Factura [Way BiLrL or Ixvorce]. To transport precious
metals, minerals and other substances which contain gold
and silver through the zones (within twenty kilometers of the
coast or within twenty kilemeters of a frontier) it is indispen-
sable for them to be accompanied by an invoice made out
by a Treasury Agent (Jefe de Haclenda) or, if there should be
none in their place of origin, by the Administrator or Agent
of the Stamp Tax, by the Chief of the Federal Televraph
Office, or by the Post Master.

These employees shall make out such invoices as they
may be requested to, even when the metals to be remitted
have not been produced in their place of residencs. only
taking care to state precisely the origin thereof.

If there should be no Federal employee in the place of
production, or in any place nearer to the twenty-kilometer
limit where it may be desired to take out an invoice, said
invoice may be made by the foremost political authority.
with observance of the requisites which are preseribed in the
Regulations for such documents. (R. L. met. prec.. Art. 33).

The said invoices shall be preceded by a bond to guaran-
tee the payment of taxes, duties apd penalties, which bond
shall remain in force until it is proven that the bars or sub-
stances protected by said doeuments have been exported.
returned to the interior of the Republie, or sold within the
zone (of twenty kilometers).

: (56)
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In the latter case the buyer must give a new bond to sub-
stitute for the tirst one, which is to be cancelled.

The invoices shall contain all the necessary data for the
identification of the bars or substances which they are to
protect, and the invoices, as well as the bonds, shall express
the value of the precious metals. (R. L. met. prec., Art. 34).

The metals, minerals and other substances not previously
assayed should be exported within the term mentioned in the
invoice, which must not exceed sixty days.

But if said term should be near expiration when the met-
als, minerals or other substances are about to enter into the
maritime or frontier zone of twenty kilometers (see Zone) thé
interested parties may make verbal application for a revali-
dation of the invoices.

The revalidation shall be made by the officers before
mentioned, at the place chosen by the interested parties,
and for a period of not longer than tifteen days, and the pro-
rogation shall be endorsed on the documents. (R. L. met.
preec., Art. 37).

The invoices, as made out by the properly authenticated
employees, protect the metals and other substances in their
transit through the zone of twenty kilometers the same as if
they had been made out by some mint or Government assdy
oftice.

The carriers of said products and the persons or business
houses to which they may be consigned are obliged to pre-
sent said documents to such Treasury officers as may require
the same and as often as may be necessary. (R. L. met.
pree., Art. 38).

Maritime and frontier Custom Houses which may des-
patch precions metals protected by the invoices deseribed
above, as well as the mints and assay offices which may re-
ceive products in the same condition becanse they have been
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interned for coinage in place of being exported, shall be
careful to advise the office which gave the invoice, so that
the corresponding bond may be cancelled. (R. L. met. preec.,
Art. 39). :

The introduction of precions metals within the zoue of
twenty kilometers (from the sea or from the frontier) with-
out an invoice or the document proving the payment of taxes,
etc., and the illegal circulation of the same within said zones,
shall be reputed a dereliction of contraband and shall be
punished by the penalties designated therefor in the General
Ordinance for Maritime and Frontier Custom Houses. (R.
L. met. prec., Art. 50).

Fees, Assay. See Ensayes.
Fees, Fee Bills. See Honorarios.

Ferrocarriles [RAiLroaDs]. Prospecting work can only
be done at a distance of over thirty meters from the exterior
lines of the roads. (R. L. min., Art. 14).

Fianza {BoxD, GUARANTEE]. A bond is to be given by
the owner of any mining claims who may obtain a favorable
administrative resolution for an easement in his favor whieh
may be a servitude upon adjoining property. The bond shall
be given to the satisfaction of the Ministry of Fomento and
shall have for its purpose the indemnifying of the person who
may have opposed such a legal right of service. in case that
the courts should finally dictate a judgment in favor of said
opposer. (L. min., Art. 12. Frae. XX).

See Servidumbres.

Any individual who may desire to prospeet in private
lands, and who has not obtained the permission of the owner
thereof, must also give a bond. For the amount of said bond
and the manner of giving it, see Explorations.
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When there is doubt about the identity of bullion or other
substances rich in the precious metals, the Administrator of:
the Custom House of export will take new assays, and may
permit export under a bond to pay duties, taxes and penal-
ties, if any. (R. L. met. pree., Art. 30).

The invoices to be given by certain Federal officers for
the circulation of gold and silver aud gold and silver bearing
produets within the maritime and frontier customs zones (see
Zones and Facturas) are to be previously covered by a bond
to guarantee the payment of taxes, duties and penalties
which remains in force until the exportation of the sub- .
stances in question, or their disposition in some other legal
way is proven satisfactorily.

It bullion or other products under bond are sold within
the zones referred to, the buyer must give a new bond and °
the old bond can then be cancelled. :

The value of the precious metals must be stated in these
bonds. (R. L. met. prec., Art. 34).

The Seeretary of the Treasury may, at his diseretion, de-
termine the lowest limit of value per ton of ore whieh is to
serve as a basis for the making of a bond. according to eir-
.cumstaneces and localities. (R. L. met. prec., Art. 35).

After samples of bullion or gold and silver bearing sub-
stanees have been taken, the exportation thereof will be per-
mitted, if a bond is previously given to guarantee payment
of duties and taxes and of ‘the fines to whieh the exporter
may be liable,

The bond may be substituted by a cash deposit, if the par-
ties in interest so wish and if they are in agreemént with the
Administrator of the Custom House as to the amount of
nmoney necessary to cover the taxes, duties and possible fines.

When the final liquidation is made, any excess in the de-
posit shall be retnrned to the exporters without the necessit,;
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of a speecial order from the Secretary of the Treasury. (R
L. met. pree., Art. 44).

When the taxes and duties are paid the bond given to
cover them shall cancelled. (R. I. met. pree.. Art. 47).

Field Operations. See Peritos.
Fierro [Irox]. See Hierro (Iron).
Fines. See Multas.

Fomento, Ministry of. Sce note to Acrcedores. See
also Secretary of Fomento.

Foreigners, Rights of. See Extranjeros.

Foreign Corporations. See Registro, Extranjeros. and
Buying a Mexican Mine.

Fortifications. The least distance from these at which
prospecting work can be done shall be one kilometer from
the exterior lines of the works. - (R. L. min., Art. 14).

Fractions [or A Mmine CrLAIM, GORES, or Demasias].
For the fractions which are at least one-half of a mining
claim (10,000 square meters) the tax shall be paid as for an
entire claim, and nothing shall be paid for the fractions
which do not amount to one-half of a elaim. (L. min., Art.
1). See Impuesto.

Fundicién [ReurrTiNG oF BuLLioN|. This is obligatory
for ballion presented for coinage where the bars are not well
melted and homogeneous. If they are not in this condition
they shall be ordered remelted at the expense of the inter-
ested party if the Government assay office has the proper
furnaces. If this is not the case the bars are to be returned
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to the owner to be presented in proper shape. (R. L. met.
prec., Art. 8). .

For remelting in the assay offices and mints the charges
are: for each Kkilogram or fraction, weighed before remelt-
ing, ten cents; but it is understood that never less than one
dollar is to be charged.

Fundiciones [SMELTERS]. See Haciendas de Beneficio.

G

Gold. See Oro, Bullion, etc.

Gold Coins. See Monedas.

Gores [FractioNs oF CLAIMS]. See Demasias.
Government Lands. See Terrenos Baldios.
Gratings |BETWEEN MINES]. See Rejas.

Gravamenes [ExcumBraNces]. The mining law of June
4th, 1892, provides in Article 5, transitory, that in the case
that any mining property shall be transferred by any title to
a third possessor, this party shall be responsible for the en-
cumbrances resulting from habilitation (awvio) contracts and
for all encumbrances resulting from other contracts in ex-
istence at the time of said law coming into force.

In case that the property of any mine becomes lost for
default of payment of the tax, the mine remains free from
all encumbrances, and may be granted. in that condition, to
the first applicant. (L. min.. Art. 29).
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Habilitation Contract. See Avio.

Haciendas de Beneficio [MeraLLUurcicAL Works]. The
term hacienda de beneficio is applied most usually to mills
where gold and silver ores are treated by amalgamation.

The establishment and working of amalgamation mills, as
well as that of all elasses of metallurgical works, is governed
by the provisions of the ordinary laws.* and as relates to taxes
thereon by the Law of June 6th, 1887, Arts. 7 and 8.

Said law provides that amalgamating mills and metallur-
gical works, when in operation, shall pay to the State where
located or to the General Government, if in the Federal Dis-
trict or in the Territories, as the only tax, which cannot be
increased, up to six dollars per thousand upon the value of
the buildings with their machinery, and that every other tax.
except the Stamp 'T'ax, is strietly prohibited.

The products of metallurgical smelters, in the form of
argentiferous lead, are exempt from o\pormtlon duties up to
a content of 7 thousandths of silver, whenever it shall have
been so specified in speeial contracts.

The excess of silver over the above content shall be sub-
ject to the p&yment of duties. (C. Hac. of February 25th,

1892).
\

*That is to say, by the same laws as apply to the estab-
lishment of any other kind of industrial or manufacturing
business.

(26)
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Metallurgical establishments, working under prior con-
trects with the Government, in foree on March 27th, 1897, are
exeepted from the payment of the Coinage Tax upon the
silver they may export directly, as long as the silver content
of the argentiferous lead does not exceed 7 thousandths and
the silver content of the argentiferous copper is not over 20
thousandths.

If these limits are exceeded, the said establishments must
pay the Coinage Tax upon the excess.

This exemption only applies to the produects originating
in the establishments that have a franchise, but not to the
products which these may acquire from other establishments.
(I.. met, prec., Art. 9).

Metallurgical companies may obtain a special concession
from the Secretary of the Treasury to effect, in their own
establishments, the presentation of the products intended for
export, so that the local Federal officers may thereupou per-
form the assays and form the account of the taxes and duties
to be paid. .

The establishments exempted, under contract, from the
payment of Coinage Tax upon argentiferons lead and copper
of a less amount than 7 and 20 thousandths of silver, respect-
ively, must, when they employ the products of other metal-
lurgical establishments, pay the two per cent. Coinage Tax
upon-the total value of the silver contained therein before
such products are employed for subsequent operations.

The origin of their prodincts must be proven by metallur-
gical establishments at the Custom House or in the Govern-
ment assay offices, in the manner laid down by law. (R. L.
met. pree., Art. 2).

Concessionaries under the law for the exploration and
working of gold mines and placers, published June 6th, 1894.
should have installed, within the minimum term of two years



64 AIE— 1IpP

from the date of their contract, a metallurgical establish-
ment with sufficient capacity to treat 400 tons of ore weekly.
or, in place of said establishment, some other works equiva-
lent in value to said establishment, at the discretion of the
Secretary of Fomento.

Hierro, Fierro [Irox]. Excepting bog iron ore, drift
iron ore, and ochres which are used for coloring material, no
iron can be mined withont the proper concession and no
workings shall be permitted in mines or placers of iron un-
less protected by a duly registered legal title. (L. min., Arf,
3, and R. L. min., Art. 43).

The value of the revenue stamps to be placed upon the
titles of property in iron mines or deposits, according to Art.
5 of the Law of October 31st, 1892, is one dollar for each min-
ing claim (10,000 square meters) and the annual amount of
the tax upon such deposits and mines shall be one dollar and
fifty cents, Mexican silver, for each mining eclaim of 10,000
square meters. '

However, this law was derogated by the Law of June 3rd,
1898, which provides that on and after July 15th, 1899, the
iron mines are to pay stamps on the title deeds thereto and
the annnal tax at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per
claim of 10,000 square meters (pertenencia). See Impuestos.

Hipoteca [Morreaer]. Mortgages can be freely consti-
tuted upon mines, according to the provisions of the Civil
Code of the Federal District of Mexico, but the indivisibility
of each mining claim (pertenencia) of 10,000 square meters
must be taken into account and the mortgage must be regis-
tered as provided in the Code of Commerce, for which purpose
a special book shall be opened for mining operations. (L.
min., Art. 25). See Registro and Aecreedores.
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A mortgage may bedivided up into mortgage bonds, either
to special persons or to bearer, and this can be done either in
the mortgage deed itself or in a later docnment.

In either case, the document shall contain such stipulations
which may be approved by the representatives in common of
the bondholders.

The holders of mortgage bonds can only exercise their
rights against the debtor or hypothecated property, through
a common representative, whose acts, in reference to said
rights shall be obligatory on all the bondholders. (L. min..
Art. 26).

The mortgage becomes lost by failure to pay the taxes on
the property (L. min., Art. 26). But the creditors of the
mine in question shall have the right to pay said tax. See
ereedores.

Honorarios [Fers]. The Mining Agents of the Ministry
of Fomento are authorized to charge fees according to the
regular Fee Bill. (L. min., Art. 16).

This Fee Bill is as follows:

‘1. TFor endorsing proprietors’ prospecting permits or no-
tices and registry of.-the same. one dollar (pesa).

II. For the procedure and issuing of the pros ecting
permlt issued by the Mining Agent when the proprictor re.
fuses consent, two dollars.

III. For the registry of each application for a mining
concession or amplification and rectification of mining claims
and for the registry of the same, one dollar.

IV. For the notices, summons and summary of dockets,
at the rate of twenty cents for every ten lines or fraction
thereof, and. besides, ten cents for the examination of each
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one of the leaves which are contained in the dockets and
other documents to be included in the summary.

V. For the writing, comparison and counter-signing of
the certified copies. and for other copies, at the rate of one
dollar for each 100 lines or fraction thereof.

VI. For the search for dockets or for any other docu-
ments in the archives, one dollar.

When the parties in interest do not furnish sufficient data
and the search must be made among documents correspond-
ing to more than one year, one dollar for each year of the
search.

VII. For each kilometer of going and for each kilometer
of return when travelled for the performance of any official
duty, twenty-five cents.

VIII. For oeular examinations or exterior inspections.
and making a report thereof, five dollars.

IX. For inspeetions, official visits or examinations. in
workings underneath the surface, five dollars for every 100
meters of depth, or fraction thereof, to which said workings
extend, and five dollars for the report thereon.

X. For presence at meetings which do not exceed one
hour of duration, three dollars; and for every hour or part
of an hour over that time, one dollar. (R. L. min., Arancel).

By a Cireular of Fomento of September 1st, 1392, the Mining
Agents are authorized to charge one dollar for the compari-
son and counter-siguing of the plauns presented by the expert
surveyor and the same for the comparison and counter-
signing of the ¢ pies of plans whieh may be copied from the
arc.ives of the Mining Agency by the parties in interest.

The Mining Agents only have a right to charge the above
named fees, and should cousult with the Ministry of Fomento
as to what should be the amounnt of their fees corresponding

|
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to cases not provided for by the Ministry. (R. L. min., Art. 8). .

The default in the payment of fees, if attributable to appli-
cants or opposers, implies for the first that they have desisted
from their application for a “concession, and for the second
that they are to be considered as having desisted from their op-
position and as consenting to all the claims which have been
brought forward by the applicant. (R. L. min., Art. 36).

The Principal Administrators of the Revenue Stamp Tax
shall receive, as their only fee, two per cent. of the gross
produet of the sale of revenue stamps for the Annual Mining
Tax. (R. L. imp., Art, 18).

TotaL Cost OF A MINING CONCESSION.

The writer has been frequently asked what is the cost of
obtaining title to & mine in Mexico.

Taking the average size of a concession to be about five
claims, or 50.000 square meters, supposed to be situated near
a railroad station or prominent town. and that there is no
opposition to the claim and that the procedure takes its
normal course without unusual incident of any kind, the
total cost of the concession will be approximately as follows:

CONCESSION ESTIMATE. = i

Fees to Mining Agent for his work and Mex. Silver Dols.
ackuowledgements, altogether, . . . $15.00 to  $20.00
Publication of advertisements, . . . . . 2,00 to 5.00
Expert surveyor’s fees (see note below) net. 25.00 to  200.00
Expenses of trip to mine (not over 10 kilom- <

eters), labor on survey, ete., . . . . . 1500 to 25.00
Stamp tax on five pertenencias, . . . . . 50.00 50.00
R U P SR S e ] e ) (1) 2.00

$109.00 to $302.00
In round numbers, from $110 to $300.

-
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The procuring of a concession for any number of claims
less than five will cost ncarly the same as for five claims, and
the increased cost for a larger number of claims may be
reckoned at as from $15 to $25 per claim for all claims over
five claims in any one concession. Where there are a great
many claims the expenses will be lessened, but will seldom be
below $15 per claim.

The expert fees above noted are net—that is, the appli-
cant for a concession is expected to pay all traveling expenses
of the surveyor, his board and lodging while on the field,
transportation of instruments and for assistance in making
the survey.

If a regular gradunate engineer is taken from the Capital
or from any large city, his fee will rarely be less than $200.

Frequently, however, such engineers live in the district to
be surveyed and will do the work quite as well as an expert
from a distance, for a great deal less money —say for $100 or
thereahouts. ?

When only  practieal ” surveyors are employed, their fee
should rarely be over $25 to $50, and they are frequently dear
at any price, as their surveys, being imperfectly made, cause
delay in the final granting of a title and general dissatisfac-
tion all around. See Peritos.

1f there is any opposition to the concession, both parties
may present their proofs, which will cost for stamps fifty
cents a leaf, when added to the docket.

When the junta de «venencia or conciliatory hearing is
eftected betore the Mining Agent this extraordinary expense
stops if the opposition is withdrawn or the matter satisfac-
torily arranged.

If the question can not be settled at the conciliatory hear-
ing the whole matter is referred to the proper court and the
expenses will be considerable and variable.

-
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To the above expense for obtaining possession of a mine,
must be sometimes added the value of the land upon which
the concession is to be situated if the land is private property.

No general rule can be given for estimating the cost of
the land ; it would probably be from $3 to $5 per pertenencia
of 10,000 square meters, unless some Joeal cireumstance,
such as vicinity to an important mining center, should make
the land more valuable.

The average present value of land, situated, as most
mines are, in mountainous regions, unfit for cultivation and
difficult of access, is certainly not over $5 per pertenencia.

Many land owners, if properly approached, will donate
their land freely, in view of prospective benefits to be derived
from the opening up of mining enterprises.

The writer will be pleased to arrange for the making of
all necessary surveys, and also will undertake to settle mat-
ters with respect to the nse of the ground, rights of way, and
other difficult problems that sometimes present themselves
in dealing with land owners. The satisfaction of having
such matters securely, equitably and, above all, speedily ar-
ranged, is generally thought to be much more valuable than
the moderate fees we ¢harge for such services.

How to Obtain a Mining Concession. The mining
coneession which you obtain may be on virgin ground or on
an old mine. : :

Virgin Ground.—In order to start in and make a thorough
exploration of new ground or of old ground in the vicinity of
any mining camp you will need a prospector’s permit. The
ground may be covered by an anterior prospeeting permit.
This you can find out from the Miuning Agent, and it may
save trouble for you to inquire from him the name of the
owner of the Jand. The cost of the prospectinz permit you
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will see under Honorarios. See under Explorations for all the
details of this permit.

You may discover your mine by accident or be informed
of its cxistence by some other party, a prospector or an
Indian.

These gentry generally come well supplied with speci-
mens, supposed to have been picked up on the property in
question.

No matter how handsome these specimens may be or how
plausible a tale is told yon, do not advance one cent, not
even in the form of travelling or living expenses, until you
have personally visited the ground or had it inspected by a
competent person of your confidence.

Make up your mind as to how many pertenencias you
may need in your concession. The law allows you as many
as you may desire, but it is useless to apply for too many.
From ten to twenty claims (pertenencias) will cover almost
any mineral deposit, and give full scope for mining.

One claim, if a good one, would be enough to make a man
rich.

The location of the corcession should be carefully chosen,
S0 as to get the best facilities for work ng whieh the ground
may afford. Dnmp room and nearness to water and wood.
facilities of access are among the points to be considered.

When you are satisfied that the ground is worth taking
up. and know how much you want, find out where the Mining
Agent lives who has the property yon desire to take up
within his jurisdietion. y

Find out just exaetly in what. municipality, district or
other political division your property is located; read np
under Solicitudes, in this book, for all the requisites which
your application must embrace.

Note all these requisites down and the data to cover
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them. Have some competent person draw up your applica-
tion, in Spanish, of course, containing all the points ex-
pressed conciseiy but clearly, and present the application, in
duplicate, to the proper Mining Agent. If not able to speak
Spanish or to understand it thoroughly, get a good, reliable
interpreter.

The Mining Agent is not always immaculate; he may be
looking out for himself, and is sometimes in alliance with a
clique that would be glad to get your property away frome
you or hold you up.

Bear in mind, however, that the Mining Agent must re-
ceive your application. He has the right to question you
about the matter and may try to frighten you by making a
great show of taking your answers down on paper.

Don’t be alarmed ; this is not a serious matter,’and you
may safely decline to answer if you wish.

See that the Mining Agent enters your applieation. the
day and hour, on his Registry book, in your presence.

If two or more applications for the same ground come in
at the same identical moment, lots are to be drawn to see
which shall be entered first.

- When the entry of your application is made the Mining
Agent inunst return you the duplicate. witht the date and hour
of presentation noted thereon and authenticated by his sig-
nasure and official seal.

Have an arrangement made beforehand with some compe-
tent mining engineer or expert to survey your concession
and give his name to the Agent within three days after your
application.

The Mining Agent is not absolutely obliged to appoint
your expert; the Agent may. for private reasons of his own,
be interested in having some one else do the work, so be
eareful to name an individual to whom no exception shall be
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taken, if you particularlv wish your own man to do the
work.

- Whoever is appointed by the Agent must accept his ap-
pointment within eight days and receive his commission
from the Mining Agent.

The surveyor or expert (see Peritos for more particulars)
has sixty days in which to present his plans and his report.
See Planos, Informes and Mojoneras.

Be after him and see that he does his duty, because his
term of sixty days is peremptory, and if the report and plan
is not presented your application is null.

Meanwhile, the Mining Agent will have made out a sum-
mary of your application, noting therein the appointment of
the surveyor, ete. (see Extractos), and will have posted the
same on the Bulletin Board of the Agency. If not posted
find out why. See Ampliacion and Reduction of the Number
of Claims.

Also, a copy of the same summary shonld be handed to
you and yon must cause it to be published three times within
forty days after the date of the summmary in the Official Peri-
odical of the State, etc., in which your concession is located.
If this is not done your application is null.

Get the numbers of the paper in which the publication
was made and hand them to the Mining Agcnt to be added
to the docket in your case.

The advertisement is intended as a notice to all opponents
to your concession and may canse oppositions to be filed. See
Opposition.

The Mining Agent cannot suspend the procedure for any
motive whatever except for opposition. See Suspension.

Opposition can only be made during the term of four
months from the date of the summary and before the Min-
ing Agent.



HOW TO OBTAIN A MINING CONCESSION 73

In cases of opposition you should provide yourself with
an intelligent and honest lawyer and follow his advice.

If there is no opposition, or if the opposition is one of the
kind that does not occasion suspension of the proceedings, or
if the opposition case has finally been decided in court in
your favor, the Mining Agent, within fifteen days thereafter,
must send the docket, comprising all the papers in your
case, to the Ministry of Fomento in Mexico City for review.

The report and plans are carefully studied by the Mining
Engineers belonging to the Ministry of Fomento, and if any
error or omission is found, the plans will be returned to the
Mining Agent for correction, and the survey may have to be
made over again. .

To avoid delays and losses of this kind it is always best to
get a thoroughly competent expert surveyor, even if you have
to pay him a little more. See Honorarios.

If the case is of any importance or if you are in a hurry
you should have an agent in this city who will stir np the
proper officials from time to time and see that your case is
promptly reviewed and despatched and who ecan straighten
out any difficulties that may occur.

. Or you can come here yourself, which will probably cost
you considerably more than to fee a compotent agent, as
these eases sometimes delay two or three months or more,
the Ministry being overcrowded and overworked.

The present writer can take charge of these matters and
see them properly adjusted for a moderate fee, varying in
amount according to the nature and difficulties of the case.

When the dock~t has been examined and approved and
the title deed ordered to be made out you will be requested.
through vour Mining Agent or through your representative
in this city if you have one, to furnish the stamps necessary
for the title deed.



w4 HOW TO OBTAIN A MINING CONCESSION

You are not expected or allowed to anticipate this request
by delivering the stamps in advance.

When the proper stamps have been furnished and affixed,
the title deed to your concession will be sent to you through
your Mining Agent, who will hand it to you without further
expense, or it can be delivered to your representative in this
city, if any.

You are then in possession of your mining concession, but
only as far as the mining rights are concerned. If your
property is located upon public lands, you come into the
surface rights at once for the whole extent of your claim,
but if the location is on private property *he land owner
must be arranged with, either privately or legally (see Expro-
priation), for the right to use the surface. rights of way, and
other easements necessary for the operation of the mine

Old Mines.—There are a great many old and apparently
abandoned mines in Mexico which, nevertheless, have claim-
ants.

If you desire to acquire a mining concession on such a
property and a claimant appears, ask him to produce his
title deeds.

If he cannot produce a title deed from the Ministry of
Fomento, dated after the Law of June 6th, 1892 came into
effect, his elaim is invalid.

Also, he may have a perfectly regular deed, but the
ownership of the mine mdy have been forfeited for non-
payment of taxes. Ask the elaimant to produce his receipt
tor the mining tax up to date.

It is sometimes prudent, however, to pay a small or mod-
erate amount for a claim of this kind rather than to risk tue
ill will of the individual, especially if he happens to be the
owner of the lands where the mine is situated. ;

See Buying a Mexican Mine.
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Then make application at once for a mining concession.
in due form.

The procedure for acquiring a mining concession upon an
old mine is practically the same as for acquiring a concession
on virgin ground.

In all of your dealings with Mexican officials and Mexicans
generally, be careful to be unifo mly courteous, polite and
liberal.

Fairdealing is as highly esteemed in Mexico as elve-
where, but the Mexicans are among the most courteous and
polite of the Latin races, and appreciate courtesy and polite-
ness in return. Mexicans are also genuinely amiable and
kind-hearted, especially the more educated eclasses, and will
generally do anything in reason to assist a person in trouble.
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Impediments. A Mining Agent shall be deemed neces-
sarily impeded from acting officially in the following cases:

1. In matters where he has an interest, direct or indirect.

IL. In cases in which are interested any of his blood
relatives in direct line, without limitation of degrees, his
collateral relatives within the fourth degree or his relatives
by marriage up to the second degree, inclusive, in every
case,

III. When the Mininz Agent or his relatives as set forth
have a lawsuit pending, of a like nature to the one in
question.

IV. Whenever there exist between the Mining Agent and
any of the partiesin interess intimate relati,ns proceeding
from some civil or religious function, sanctioned and re-
spected by custom,

V. Whenever the Mining Agent may be an actual partner,
tenant or employee of some one of the parties in interest.

VI. Whenever the Mining Agent has been tutor or
guardian of one of the interested parties, or is actually
administrator of the property of such person.

VIL. When the Mining Agent is heir, legatee or beneficiary
of one of the parties in interest.

VIII. When the Mining Agent or his wife or his children

; (36)
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may be debtors or bondsmen of any of the interested
parties.

IX. When the Mining Agent may have been lawyer,
attorney, expert or witness in the matter in question.

X. If he should be related by blood or marriage to the
lawyer or attorney of any one of the interested parties in the
degrees expressed in Seet. I1. (R. L. Min., Art. 5, and Code
of Commerce, Art. 1132, Scets. 1. to IX. and XL.)

In the case of death or serious jllness which may. prevent
the propietary Mining Agent from summoning his substitute,
the latter may enter into the exercise of his functions, and
must give immediate notice to the Minister of Fomento by
post and by telegraph, if there should be one (R. L. Min.,
Art. 5).

Importation. Gold and silver, whether coined money,
bullion or dust, are exempt from all import duties (Custom
House Tariff, Sects. 254, 263 and 265).

The same exemption applies to crude ores of silver, gold,
platinum, iron, lead, zine, copper and tin (C. H. Tariff, Sects.
253, 269, 293 and 304).

Concessionaries, under the act of June 6th, 1894, for the
encouragement of the exploration and working of gold mines
and placers, may import free of duty machinery, tools, uten-
sils and necessary apparatus for exploration and working
and building materials for the mines and metallurgical
works, by previous agreement with the Secretary of the
Treasury and according to regulations to be made by him.

By the act of selling, without government permission, the
whole or a part of whatever may have been imporied free
according to said act, the concessionaries shall Jose the goods
sold and the franchises conceded in their contract, unless the
sale has been made in a case of bankruptey or liquidation.

See Explorations.
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Impuesto [Taxks, MiNING TAXES].

The tax upon mining properties is a Federal tax, and 1s
composed of two portions—one portion to be paid but once in
revenue stamps, which are to be aftixed to every title deed to
mining property; and the other to be paid annually (L. Min.,
Art. 28, and L. Imp., Art. 1).

See Estampillas and Exencion.

The Tax upon Mining Title Deeds.

The revenue stamps for the title deeds to mines of gold.
silver and platinum shall be of the value of ten dollars, and
shall be placed upon the said title deeds at the rate of one
rever ue stamp for each claim (pertenencia) of ten thousand
square meters, or fraetion of a eclaim which is equal to, or
more than, the half thereof (L. Imp., Arts. 1 and 3, and L. de
3d of June, 1898, Art. 1). i

When the fraction shall be less than half a c¢laim (whether
this fraetion is the whole property or whether it constitutes
an excess over several claims), a revenue stamp for five
dollars shonld be placed upon the first leaf and another
revenue stamp of fifty cents upon the second leaf of the title
deed.

The title deeds to mines which are not of gold, silver or
platinum, and which require a legalized conecession for their
working, need only carry revenue stamps to the value of
two dollars and fifty cents for each claim.

But these same mines shall cause the same stamp tax (and
other taxes) as those of gold, silver and platinum when the
11inerals found in said mine contain gold, silver or platinum
i.1 any proportion (Law of June 5, 1898, Arts. 1 and 2).

According to the law of October 31st, 1892, the value of
the revenue stamps which should be affixed to the title deeds
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of mines or deposits of iron and mercury should be one dollar
per claim (pertenencia); but the article referred to was
repealed by the decree of June 3d, 1898, according to which
the revenue stamps on the title deeds to such mines are to be
of the value above stated.

See Hicrro and Mercurio

The revenue stamps to be placed upon the title deeds to
mining property shall ‘be cancelled by the Ministry of
Fomento, which Ministry will call upon the interested parties
for the revenue stamps, either directly or through the local
Agency, as soon as the docket has been approved and the
title deeds authorized to be made out (L. Imp., Art. 3,and C.
Fom., Sept. 1st, 1897).

By the Mining Tax law of June 6th, 1892, every mine
owner or possessor, at that time and by any title, was
obliged to present his documents in the local Sub-Treasury
office within a fixed time, to have the proper revenue stamps
affixed to his title. and also that a itote might be made in the
Register of the number of pertenencies in the property
for the pavment of the annual contribution. The time for
the above finally expired October 3Ist, 1892,

Annual Mining Tazes.

Every owner or possessor of mines noy of gold, silver or
platinum, and for whose working a legal concession is
required, is obliged to pay annually the sum of two dollars
and fifty cents for each pertenencia (L. of June 3d, 18V8.
Arts. 1 and 4).

For mines of gold, silver or platinum, the owners shall pay
ten dollars per year for each pertenencia (claim of 10.000
square meters). (L. Imp., Art. 4.)

The mines at first referred to shall pay an annual tax
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equal to that of the mines of gold, silver and platinum when
the ores encountered therein contain gold, silver or platinum
in any proportion (L. of June 3d, 1898, Art. 2).

Iron mines or deposits, in whose favor an exception was
established with respect to the annual impost by the law of
October 31st, 1892, have now become subject to the general
law, according to Article 4 of the law or decree of June 3d.
1898,

Fractional parts of a pertenencia, less than one-half of a
claim (less than 5,000 square meters) are exempt from the
annual tax (C. Fom. of February 16th, 1898).

Fractional parts of a pertenencia equul to or more than
one-half a pertenencia (equal to or more than 5,000 square
meters) pay the same annual tax as an entire pertenencic (L.
Imp., Art. 1).

The annual tax is collected by thirdsof a year, in advance,
through the offices of the Revenune Stamp Tax. to which the
taxpayers must peremptorily present themselves without the
necessity of a notice or of any other requisite on which
might be founded a delay or excuse (L. Imp., Art. 5, and R.
L. Imp., Art. 17). .

“The offices just referred to are the principal or subordi-
nate Administrations of the Stamp Tax, but the Secretary of
the Treasury may assign other offices to receive the tax in
such cases as he may consider it just or convenient to do so,
by giving notice to the General Administration of the Stamp
Tax. so that that office may communicate the fact #o the
Prineipal Administration of the, Stamp Tax, within whose
jurisdiction the mine may be comprehended (R. L. Imp.,
Art. 30).

Permission is frequently obtained to pay mining taxes in
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Mexico City when it is not convenient to do so in the district
in which the mine is located.

Every third-of-a-year’s tax must be paid before the 31st of
July, 30th of November and 31st of March of each year.

For said purpose the proper Administration, Principal or
Subordinate, of the Stamp Tax shall deliver to each interested
party a schedule (boleto), which contains:

I. The name, ‘ Impuesto Minero™ (Mining Tax), at its
head.

II. The name of the State and Municipality to which
belongs the Office that distributes the schedule.

III. The name of the mine, number of pertenenuns on
which the tax is to be paid, Muaicipality in which the minei is
located, name of the owner, company or enterprise which is
in possession thereof, and the ordinal number of the register
of the title deed.

IV. The amount of tax to be paid each third of a year.

V. Three blank columns destined to receive the revenue
stamps corresponding to the thirdsof a year.duly stamped.

The interested parties must be careful to fix the schedule
referred to in a visible portion of the office of the concern (R.
L. Imp., Art. 23).

Duplicate schedules may be given out for the mining tax
in case of loss of those which were given to the taxpayer at
the time of the first payment (Circ. Adm. Gen. Renta Timbre.
November 30th, 1897).

Any mine owner may pay his annual tax in advance, if it
suits his convenience so to do (C. Hac., November 10th, 1892,
Sec. 7).

See Tax upon Mining Titles above; also, see Exemptions
and Multa (fine).

All kinds of metallurgical works, including amalgamation
mills and smelters, are taxed as under Haciendas de Beneficio.
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Taxes on the Precious Metals.

Bullion, whether of gold and silver in mixed bars or bars
of either one of these metals alone, sulphides of silver, argen-
tiferous copper and lead, ores in their natural state, coneen-
trates, ores that have been partially treated, or, in general,
any substance that contains silver and gold, shall pay:

I. An internal revenue stamp tax of three per cent. of the
gross value (L. Met. Prec., Art. 1, Sec. L., and Art. 4. 5

II. A coinage tax at the rate of two per cent. upon the
value of the gold and silver.

For CoiNaGk TAx see Amonedacion; also, under Ensaye,
Fundicion, Afinacion and Apartado for other taxes.

III. Assay Fees. as per the Fee Bill established by the
Sceretary of the Treasury (see Ensaye).

IV. Fees for melting. refining and parting, in certain
cases. See Fundicion, Afinacién and Apartado.

For the basis for estimating the value of the geld and
silver. see Amonedacion.

The revenue stamp tax, the coinage tax and the assay
fees must be paid whether the bullion is to be coined or to be
exported without coinage.

There is also another introduction stamp tax of six-tenths
of one per cent. (six dollars per thousand), which is to be
paid upon all gold and silver bullion, or manufactured gold
and silver, introduced into the Mints of the Republic for
coinage or assay, or which is to be sent out of the country.
The revenue stamps necessary for this must be placed upon
the assay certificate.

The internal revenue tax of three per eent. upon the gold
and silver, also the coinage tax and assay fees, are liquidated
and ave payable at the Mints, or at the I"ederal Assay Offices
as a general thing. Special concessions may be obtained to
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liquidate and pay these taxes on the premises where pro-
duced (R. L. Met. Prec., Art. 1).

Bullion or other gold or silver bearing substanees may be
sent direct to the Custom House of export, where the taxes
will be assessed and collected, when the substances come
provided with the proper documents (R. L. Met. Prec., Arts.
32 and 33). See Facturas and Exportation.

The internal revenue stamp coinage tax, assay fees, etc.,
are paid by means of special revenue stamps, which are
affixed to the liquidation bills and exportation documents
which are issued by the Mints and Government Assay Offices.

Iincrease of Number of Claims. See Ampliacion.

Indivisibility. The law has established the indivisibility
of a pertenencia, or mining claim of 10,000 square meters,
providing that this indivisibility shall be maintained in all
contracts as to mining concessions which affect the ownership
thereof (L. Min.. Art. 14).

Informes [RerorTs]. The Mining Agents must remit to
the Ministry of Fomento, within the first ten days of each
month, a detailed report of the applications for mining -
concessions which may have been received during the
preceding month (R. L. Min., Art. 9).

For this purpose they shall fill out the forms or blanks
which the Ministry will distribute, and shall set down upon
the same the proper data with exactness (C. Fom., August
1st, 1892).

In said report the Mining Agents shall mention all appli-
cations that have been presented for increase or decrease of
the number of pertenencias, or for the rectification (repetition
of the measurement) of the same (C. Fom.. September 3d,
1892).
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Besides the above report, the Mining Agents must render
to the Ministry of Fomento another report as to each appli-
cation for a reduction of a number of pertenencius (claims),
or for the remeasurement of claims, which he may have
received, and of the procedure followed until the matter was
concluded (C. Fom., January 1st, 1393).

In the case when a right of way or right of construction
of a mining tunnel is involved, said Mining Agents must
remit to the Ministry of Fomento a report which shall contain
their well-founded opinion of the case (R. L. Min., Art. 45).

The Mining Agents must report, on the proper forms to
be sent by the Ministry of Fomento. the price and the
consumption of supplies destined for the mining industry.
Said reports shall be remitted monthly to the Ministry referred
to, and the data they contain must be exact and according to
the metric decimal system (C. Fom., August 9th, 1892).

Mining Enzineers or Surveyors appointed to measure any
concession must present their report thereof within the
percmptory term of sixty days from their appointment, which
report must be accompanied by a map, and must contain.
besides the measurements of the coneession, all the remarks
and observations made to them by the applicant. or by the
opponents to the granting of the concession.

The presentation of the above report within the peremp-
tory term of sixty days is under the personal responsibility of
the expert, who shall be liable for all the losses and damages
occasioned by the default of presentation of said document
(R. L. Min., Arts. 19, 21 and 25).

See Peritos.

The reports made by the surveyor or mining expert, to
accompany the plans of a concession presented to any Mining
Agency, do not require any revenune stamps (C. Fom., October
19th, 1892).
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Infractions. Any infractions of the regulations provided
for mining matters shall be punished by the administrative
penalties preseribed by the Executive of the Union in accord-
ance with Article 21 of the Federal Constitution (L. Min.,
Art. 31).

Ingenieros [MiNiN¢ ENGINEERS]. The concessionaries
who have entered into a contract with the Executive of the
Union to undertake works for the exploration and exploita-
tion in gold mines or gold placers, according to the law of
June 6th, 1894, shall admit an engineer as inspector of the
works referred to, who shall be appointed and paid by the
Federal Government (L., June 6th, 1894, Condition 13).

The snrveyors appointed to measure mining concessions
should be graduated engineers. If none are to be had in that
locality. then a ** practical ” surveyor may be appointed.

The Mining Agent may appoint the engineer named by
the applicant, if the said engineer has all the necessary
qualifieations (R. L. Min.. Art 19). See Peritos.

_ Inhabited Places (see Poblaciones).

Inspectors of Mines. The Ministry of Fomento may
appoint as many mining engineers for inspectors of mines as
are believed to be necessary to visit mining workings. study
the same, examine mines, and in general fulfill snch com-
missions as may be consigned to them by the Ministry (L.
Min., Art. 30).

Interventors. The owners of mining claims which may
be traversed by a drainage tunnel may. while the tunnel is
being opened through their respective claims. appoint an
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Jefaturas de Hacienda [SuB-TREASURY OFFICES|. Be-
fore these offices, in the several States, every mine owner
must present his title deeds to mining property, and a dupli-
cate schedule for the payment of the mining tax. See Man-
ifestaciones (R. L. Imp., Art. 3, et passim).

Judgements. See Sentencias.

Judges. Wherever there are no public offices having in
charge the Public Registry of property. or Registry of Mort-
gages. the Judges of First Instance of ordinary jurisdiction
{State or Territorial judges) shall keep a special register of
mining operations (R. L. Min., Art. 5, and Code of Commerce,
Arf. 18).

The loeal common judge (State or Territorial) shall take
cognizance of common crimes which may be committed in
the mines. and the local District Judge (FFederal) shall take
cognizanee of the official crimes and misdemeanors for which
the Mining Agents may be responsible (L. Min., Art. 31).

See Penas and Juicios, for civil suits.

Juicios [Law Surrs].

The law suits about mining matters shall be carried on In
the Federal District, or in the Federal Territories, or in each
State, by the judges and tribunals which may there be com-

(87)
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petent, according to the provisions of the Code of Commerce,
observing the rules laid down in Book IV., Title I., Chapter
1X., of the said Code, with the condition that the preferential
working expense, indicated in Article 1030 of said Code, Sec.
II.. is the payment of the mining tax (1. Min., Art. 2%).

Juntas [CoNCILIATORY MEETINGS].

These are called by the Mining Agents in cases of opposi-
tion to any application for a mining concession. and in other
cases of opposition.

The Juntas must be called within fifteen days after receiv-
ing the report and plan of the surveyor appointed to measure
the concession.

. The notice of the junta is to be published three times on
the Bulletin Board of the Mining Agency.

The object of the meeting. or junta, is for the Mining
Agent to do his best to reconeile the discordant parties and
to avoid judicial questions.

All -of these particulars shall be set down in the minutes
of the meeting.

If the Mininz Agent does not succeed in causing an agree-
ment between the parties in interest, all proceedings shall be
suspended, and the docket eoneerning the application shaly
be delivered to the appliecant. whe shall take it to the proper
eourt of First Instance (R. L. Min.. Arts. 29 and 30).

Any failure to appear in the coneiliatory meetings (juntas)
which is attributable to the applicants or to the opposers, shall
imply, for the first named parties, that they.are to be held to
have deslsted from their appllcation for a concession, and.
for the second named parties, that they are to be held as
having desisted from their oppesitien, and as being in con-
formity with the elaims whieh are presented by the appli-
cawnts (R. L. Min., Art. 36).
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Land Marks [See MoJoNERAS].

Laws of Mining. The pursunit of mining in Mexico
under the Spanish dominion was governed by-disconnected
decrees and ordlnances until the year 1584, when were
formed what are called the Ordenanzas del Nuevo Cuaderno,
under the Government of Philip IL

These laws governed until January 15th, 1784, when the
famous ** Ordinances of Mining,” which had been enacted by
the King of Spain in May of 1783, came into force in New
Spain.

After the accomplishment of the independence of Mexico,
the Spanish Ordinances remained in force. with very few
changes. 5

In 1857 a new Constitution was adopted in Mexico, which
did not delegate the power of mining legislation to the Gene-
ral Government, and hence left the several States free to
enact their own laws.

Iowever, nearly all of the States continued to nse the
Spanish miniag legislation. Ouly two States, Durango and
Hidalgo. adopted mining codes of their own.

The changes of governmental methods, and of mining
and metallurgical systems, made the old legislation so difficult
in its applications to the modern form of mining industry

(89)
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that it was resolved to adopt another organization, which
should be general in its character and uniform for the whole
Republic.

In 1883 a Constitutional amendment was adopted conferr-
ing upon the General Government of Mexico the power to
legislate upon mining matters. and in November, 1884, a new
Mining Code, with accessory legislation. was adopted, and
put in force from Jannary 1st, 1885. By this new Code the
Spanish Ordinances of 1783. the succeeding colonial legisla-
tion and subsequent Federal and State laws upon mining.
were utterly abolished, even in those parts not contrary to
the provisious of the new Code (Code. Art. 218).

On June 4th, 1892, a new Mining law was enacted. to go
Iinto force on July 1st of the same year, and subsidiary fiscal
legislation was also adopted.

The law of 1892 is still in force, without essential modifi-
cation, and is the subject of the present Dictionary, in which
ate included all the subsidiary and auxiliary laws, regulations

.and explanatory circulars. See Preface to this Work.

The Code of 1885 was totally repealed by the new Mining

Law of 1892,

, Law Suits [see Juicros|.
Lead [see Promo].
Liabilities of Mining Property [see CADUCIDAD].

Libros [Books, OF ACCOUNT, OR OFFICIAL].

Account Books. Mining companies come under the pro-
visions of the Code of Commerece (L. Min., Art. 24).

According to the above, mining companies that are formed
or operate in this Republic would be obliged to keep their
accounts in at least three books. which are ‘the book of
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inventories and balances, a day book or journal and a ledger
containing current accounts. _

Companies formed in this Republic must also have a
minute book or books, in which must be set down all the
resolutions referring to the general business and particular
operations of the company which may be passed by the
general meetings and by the boards of directors of said com-
panies (Code of Commerce, Art. 33).

Individuals and private partnerships and foreign mining
companies which have their domicile outside of the Republic
come under the provisions of a special circular of the General
Administration of the Stamp Tax, which prescribes that
mining concerus are only compelled, legally. to keep one
account book, and also a book of sales and a stub bill book.
the latter two books when their operations require it—i.c.,
when they make sales of ore or bullion.

The books required to be kept by law must be bound,
lined. have numbered pages and the necessary revenue
stamps according to law (C. of Com., Art. 34).

The necessary revenue stamps are of the value of five
cents for each leaf of the account book, and must be put on
by the Revenue Stamp Tax Office, to which the books must
be presented to be stamped and sealed before being used
(Revenue Stamp Tax Law, Art. 79).

Mining companies formed in the Republic of Mexico
would be compelled to keep at their home offices all the
aceount books above referred to, and the person in charge of
actual operations at the mines or works would probably have
to keep one single stamped book for the aceounts relating to
the actual workings, provided said mines or works were nof
located at the home office of the company.

Official Books. The Mining Agencies are declared Federal
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Offices, and hence the books to be kept therein do not need
any authorization except that of the Ministry of Fomento (C.
Fom., August 10th, 1892).

Every Agency should have a speclal register book, with
pages numbered and authorized (signed and sealed) by the
Ministry of Fomento. In said book all applications shall be
registered in the exact order of their dates, without leaving
any blank spaces (R. L. Min.. Art. 17).

Also, the offices in charge of the Public Registry of
property. or in default of such the mortgage registry offices
and in default of both, the Judges of First Instance of the
State. must keep a special book of mining transactions for
the registry thereof (R. L. Min., Art. 51, and Code of Com-
merce, Art. 18). See Registro.

Books with two stubs are to be kept at the offices where
bullion or gold or silver bearing substances are assayed or
exported, from which the coinage or exportation documents
are to be taken, and the receipt of the interested party must
be taken on the stubs (R. L. Met. Prec., Art. 16).

Linderos [BounNpary LINES].

The exploitation of ores is entirely limited by the respect-
ive boundaries of the mines. Workings can only be carried
outside of these when there is free ground and after previous
application for an increase of the number of claims, which.
involves the same procedure as an application for a mining
concession.  See Ampliacidn.

To enter the wining ground belonging to auother, it is
absolutely necessary to have the consent of the owner
thereof, cxcept in the case of a legally acquired right of
servitade (L. Min.. Art. 8. and R. L. Min., Art. 42).

See Mojoneras)
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Liquidation [or Mmvixe CompANiEs, Erc.. Erc.]|

In the case that any mining company or individual miner
does not find it convenient to continue the exploitation of
any mine or mines which they possess, notice must be given
in writing to the Principal Administration of the Revenue
Stamp Tax (of the State or locality), which oftice will forward
the notice to the Secretary of the Treasury, so that this
latter will note the circnmstance in the Register. make the
proper publication in the Diario Oficial (official newspaper).
and draw np the liquidation which may be in order, which
liquidation shall be transmitted to the local Administration
of the Stamp Tax, so that whatever belongs to the applicant
may be returned to him (L. Min., Art. 8. and R. L. Min.,
A ST

Liquidation of Taxes on the Precious Metals. These liqui-
dations are to be made at the mints and Government assay
offices.

The exact weight of the gold or silver bearing substances
is to be taken. When the pieces of bullion, ete., are weighed
and assayed, the liquidation of the taxes and duties is to be
made at once.

And shall be made out on a letter of account, if the
bullion is to be minted, or on the certificate of payment, if
the substances are to be exported. These documents are to
be taken from books with two stubs, for the liquidation and
the signature of the interested party, and his receipt, etc.

The liquidation must be made known to the partiesin
interest within three days from the introduction of the sub-
stances into any mint or Government assay office.

The assay may be repeated if the liquidation is refused
on account of a defect in the assay, or the substances may
be withdrawn on payment of the assay fees.
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If the interested party does not present himself within
four days after delivery of the bullion or other substances at
the mint, he is to be taken as in conformity with the weigh-
ing, the assay and the liquidation, and loses all rights to
protest against any error.

If the interested parties are conformable to the liquida-
tion, they must give their reeecipt, when it is for bullion
destined for exportation, and will receive drafts upon some
Government oftice, bank or eommercial house previously
designated by the Secretary of the Treasury, and for the
term of payment which the Treasury may fix.

If the precious metal bearing substances are sent direct
to the Custom House of export, with their proper documents
(see Faeturas), samples are there taken in triplicate, and are
forwarded to the Mint or Government Assay Office. Pending
the liquidation, the substances may be exported under bond
(R. L. Met. Preec., Arts. 1; 10, III.: 15. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21,
42 and 44; also. see 45, 46 and 47).

Loss of Mining Property. See Perdida de Propiedad
Minera. Caducidad.
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Manganese. - A concession in due form is required to
work this metal. No workings whatever are permitted in
mines or placers of this substance unless protected by a legal
title duly registered (L. Min., Art. 3, Sec. A, and R. L. Min.,
Art. 43).

Manifestations. The concessionaries of mining zones
(acquired under earlier mining laws now repealed), who ma,
incorporate mining claims into said zone, are obliged to
present, within eight days of receiving advice from the
Ministry of Fomento that the incorporation is accepted, a
duplicate manifestation to the Secretary of the Treasury, so
as to receive a voucher for exemption from the annual
mining tax (R. L. Imp.. Art. 16).

" See Titulos.

Manufactures [oF GoLD AND SILVER].
See Artefactos.

Measurement of Claims. See Pertenencias.

Meetings, Conciliatory. Sece Juntas.

Melting Fees [ox GoLp AND SILVER]. See Fundicidn.

Mercury. To mine this metal it is necessary in every
case to obtain a proper concession.

(05)



96 MER — MIN

No workings are permitted in any mine or placer of said
substance which are not protected by a duly registered legal
title (L. Min., Art. 3, See. A, and R. L. Min., Art. 43).

By decree of October 31st, 1892, Article 5, the revenue
stamps to be put on deeds to mercury mines or deposits are
to be one dollar per hectare, and the annual tax is to be one
dollar and fifty cents per heetare or pertenencia.

The decree of June 3d. 1898, repealed the fifth article of
the decree of October 31st, 15892, so that after July 1st, 1899,
the title deeds to mines or deposits of mercury are to carry
two dollars and fifty cents in stamps per hectare (claim or
pertenencia), and the annual tax on the mines shall be also
two dollars and fifty cents per hectare.

If the mercury ores contain gold and silver, or cither. the
mines are to pay the same tax as silver or gold mines (Law of
June 3d, 1898).

Metallurgical Works. Sce Haciendas de Beneficio.
Metrical Equivalents. See Weights and Measures.

Mines. See Exploitation.
The mines themselves are real estatc —not personal
property; but the shares in mines are personal property.

Mine Waters. See Water.

Mineral Deposits. Sce Criaderos.
Mineral Oils. See Aceites Minerales.
Mineral Waters. See Aguas Minerales.

Mining. The mining industry in the Republic of Mexico
is ‘under the supervision of the Ministry of Fomento, and
that Ministry may prescribe the measures which it may
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deem to be necessary to give impulse to the miaing industry,
and shall watch over the observance of the mining laws (L.
Min., Art. 30). See Acreedores and Secretary of Fomento.

Mining Agents. Sece Agentes de Mineria.
Mining Claims. See Pertenencias.

Mining Companies [DoMesTIC OR FOREIGN].

See Adcciones, Sociedades, Registro, Libros.

If FoREIGN, see also Buying a Mexican Miné and Extran-
feros. -

Mining Concessions. See Concessions and How to Obtain
a Mining Concession.

Mining Engineers. Sece [ngeniervs and Peritos.

Mining Laws. See Laws of Mining and Preface to this
Book.

Tlining Property. Sce Propiedad Minera.
Mining Stock. See Acciones.

Iining Surveyors.  See Peritos and Mojoneras.
Mining Taxes. See Impuestos.

Mining Title Deeds. See Titulos.

Mining Zones. See Zonas Mineras.

Mint Marks. Bullion to be coined in the same mint
where received shall be marked with a progressive number
and with the weight.

Bullion remitted from one mint or assay office to another
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mint shall be punch-marked as above, and also with the fine-
ness of the silver and gold, and the name of the office which
makes the remittance.

Bars of bullion of more than 100 one-thousandths fine
shall be marked in the same manner for foreign export.

Bars of less than 100 one-thousandths fine shall be puneh-
marked with the National arms and with the name of the
office where the exporting documents were made out (R. L.
Met. Prec., Arts. 28 and 29).

Mojoneras [LANDMARKS, MONUMENTS].

The marking of mining claims upon the surface of the
ground shall be made by means of monuments or landmarks,
which must fulfil the following requisites:

I. They must never be changed from their position, since
they are intended to mark points that are essentially invari-
able as long as the claims or concessions which they define
eontinue unchanged.

They are to be solidly constructed, and must always be
preserved in good condition, making such repairs as may be
necessary.

II. They must be situated in such convenient number and
plaee so that in every case, from any one of them can be
seen the former and the following one. By their form, color
or in some other way they must be distinguished from neigh-
boring landmarks.

Bearing in mind the foregoing instructions, the mining
surveyor appeinted by the Mining Agency shall mark upon
the ground the points where the landmarks are to be placed
The surveyor shall also mark these points on the correspound-
ing plan which he may draw up (R. L. Min.. Arts 3. 8
and 19).

In case that an inerease of the number of claims in any
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mining concession shall be applied for, the landmarks must
be placed upon the boundary lines of the new property in
accordance with the directions already given. i

The same shall be done whenever there is a remeasure-
ment (rectification) or a reduction of the number of claims
(C, Fom., September 3d, 1892).

Money. The monetary unit of the Mexican Republic is
the silver dollar (peso), which shall weigh 27 grams, 73 milli-
grams, with a fineness of 902.777 thousandths (Law of
November 27th. 1867, Arts. 1, 4 and 5).

The silver dollar (peso) is divided into two pieces of 50
cents each, with a weight of 13 grams, 536 milligrams each ;
four pieces of 25 cents each, with a weight of 6 grams, 768
milligrams cach : ten pieces of 10 cents each, with a weight
of 2 grams, 707 milligrams, and twenty 5-cent pieces, with a
weight of 1 gram, 353 milligrams. The fineness of all these
coins is equal to that of the silver dollar (Law cited. Arts. 2.
4 and 5. >

The cents now in nse are of copper or bronze.

The gold coins are: pieces of 20 dollars (pesos). with a
weight of 33 grams. 841 milligrams; of 10 dollars. with a
welght of 16 grams, 920 milligrams; of 5 dollars. with a
weight of 8 grams. 460 milligrams, and of 1 dollar, weighing
1 gram, 692 milligrams. The fineness of all of these colns is

75 thousandths, or 21 karats (L. C., Arts. 3. 4 and 5).

By the law of December 13th, 1892, and June 1st, 1893, the
25-cent pieces were directed to be withdrawn from circula-
tion, but this has, up to date. not been carried into effect.
However, the coinage of 25-cent pieces has ceased. and from
January 1st, 1898, the Mexican mints have been coining 20-
cent silver pieces. with a weight of 5 grams, 415 milligrams
and a fineness equal to that of the stardard peso.
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lMortgage. See Hipoteca.
Muestras, See Samples, Swmple Lots.

Multas [FINEs].

Tue default of presentation of a title deed to mines before
the local Sub-Treasary office within the term designated in
the law of October 31st, 1392, was punishable with a fine
equal to the value of the revenue stamps which the deed
should carry, if the latter was presented within two months
after the expiration of the term; and for every two months
more delay in the presentation of the title deed, the holder
became liable to another fine equal to the value of the
revenue stamps (Law of Oetober 31st, 1892, Art. 4. and L.
Imp., Art. 6).

The concealment of the number of claims is puaishable
by a fine equal to double the value of the revenue stamps
corresponding to the title deed of the conccaled elaim, and
also of twice the whole amount of the annual tax for the
entire time during which it has not been paid, without preju-
dice to the civil or eriminal responsibility which the concealer
may have incurred, and which will be exacted at the proper
time (L. Imp., Art. €).

The default of payment of the annual tax upon any mining
property, within the first month of the four-monthly term.
will canse the proprietor of a mine to incur a fine equal to
fifty per cent. of the tax, if it is paid during the second
month; if the payment is made during the third month, the

- fine shall be equal to the entire amonnt of the tax.

When the third month shall have passed without the pay-
ment of the tax and of the fines, the property of the mine
shall be lost without any recourse. It shall be so declared by
the Secretary of the Treasury, and published in the Diario
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Oficial, so that any one may apply for the same (L. Imp., .
Art. 6)

The falsity of the data which may be presented by a party
in interest for the payment.of the mining tax, as weil as the
omission to give timely advice that the ores exported from
the mine contain gold, silver or platinum, are punishable by
a fine equal to three times the amount of the tax which
ought to have been paid since the time when the false data
were presented or the notice ought to have been given. .

But i no case shall the time for which the fine is com-
puted be less than one year (I. of June 3d, 1898, Art. 3).

The introduction of bullion or ores within the zones of
twenty kilometers from the coast or frontier, and their
transportation therein without proper documents, is punish-
able by a fine of double duties:

I. When the substances in question have paid duties, and
are found with their seals and marks in good condition.

The said substances shall be weighed and assayed as if
they had not been assayed before, and in the imposition
of the fine the duties already paid shall be deducted there-
from. -

II. If the bullion or ores have not paid the taxes and
duties and have no invoice, but arrive at the Custom House of
export without having been seued and are presented volun-
tarily.

If the bullion or ores should be seized within any zone
with documents whose terms have expired (R. L. Met. Pree.,
Arts. 50 and 51). ‘

The violation of official seals shall always be punished by
levying on the carrier a fine of from ten to two hundred
dollars, aecording to eircumstances.

If any substitution of effects has been practiced, the
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owner shall be punished according to the general Custom
House Ordinance, and the carrier shall be fined three times
the amount of the duties to be paid on the substituted goods
(L., L. Met. Prec., Art. 52).

Persons or business houses refusing to present the invoices
of mining products when requested by customs employees
shall be fined from five to one hundred dollars. See Facturas.

N

Nickel. This metal cannot be mined without the proper
concession in every case. Hence, it i® not permitted to work
mines or placers of this substance which are not protected
by a duly registered legal title (L. Min., Art. 6, Sec. A., and
R. L. Min., Art. 43.

Noticias [ReporTs]. See Informes and Avisos.
Notice. See Awisos.

Notifications to Creditors. Sce dereedores and Admin-
istrations of Stamp Taxes.
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Ochres. Those which are mined as coloring material do
not require any especial concession, and therefor the owner
of the soil may work them freely (L. Min., Art. 3, Sec. A..
and 4).

Official Crimes and Iisdemeanors. See Delitos.
Operations, Field. See Peritos.

Opposition. The publication of th® summary in each
case of application for a 11ining concession has the effect of
a summons to all those who may believe that they have a
right to oppose the application in question (R. L. Min., Art.
29

Any opposltion that Is commenced against an application
for a mining concession must be presented within the four
months ensuing from: the date of the summary, which Is
pubiished in every case on the Bulletin Board.

Apart from this, every opposition to be admissible must be
founded upon one of the following motives :

I. Nonconformity of the owner of the ground.

II. Invasion of contiguous claims or gores.

IIT.. An anterior property in or application for the claims
or gores now applied for, or some part thereof (R. I.. Min.,
Art 26).

(103)
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If _the opposition should be founded upon some other
motive, different from the three just mentioned, the Mining
Agent shall confine himself to aggregating the document to
the docket, without suspending the course of the latter (R.
L. Min., Art. 32).

When an opposition is presented by the owner of the ground.
alleging that the mineral deposit in question does not exist,
and if from the report of the surveyor expert it shall appear
that there are indications of the mineral on the surface of
the ground, or a prospeet hole, or prospect work of any kind
in the deposit itself, the Mining Agent shall deeline to hear
the opposition, and shall continue the proceedings on the
administrative docket until their termination. so that the
Ministry of Fomento may award to the applicant the property
in question, whieh is understood to be only that of the sub-
s0il, and in any case the area and price of that part of the
surface to be occypied by the miner are always subject to a
judicial decision (L. Min., Art. 20, and R. L. Min.. Art. 30,

In the case that there are no indications of a mineral
deposit on the surface of the ground. nor any prospect hole.
or exploration of any kind, for the course to be followed see
under Expropriation. The court will decide whether & mining
concession is to be granted or not. and its deeision may be
appealed from.

Exeept in the two anterior cases, the Mining Agents shall
suspend the proeeedings upon applications for coneessions
whenever an eopposition is presented thereto (L. Min..
Art. 19).

Whenever an epposition is presented, the Mining Agent
shall advise the applicant thereof by means of a notice,
during three consecutive days on'the Bulletin Board (of
the Agency), giving the name of the oepposer. and of the
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applicant, and the ordinal numberof the docket correspond-
ing thereto. In this docket shall be made a note of said
notice being published (R. L. Min., Art. 27).

Except in the case that the applicant may present himself
in the Agency to manifest that he withdraws his application,
the Mining Agent shall order the document of opposition to
be reserved until he shall receive the report and plan of the
surveying expert (R. L. Min., Art. 23).

On the same day in which the latter documents are received,
the Mining Agent shall summon the interested parties (appli-
cants and opposers) to a meeting within the next fifteen days,by
means of a notice on the Bulletin Board during *hree consecu-
tive days, in which notice shall simply appear the number of
the docket, the names of the interested parties and the day
and hour of the meetinz.

At the meeting the Mining Agent shall endeavor, above
everything, to reconcile the dissentients, and to avoid judieial
questions. A note of all these points shall be made on the
docket (R. T.. Min., Art. 29).

If the Mining Agent does not cause an agreement between
the interested parties, he shall suspend all proceedings, and
deliver the docket to the applicant, so that under his
respousibility, and within a prudent term to be fixed by the
Mining Agent, said applicant shall present the docket to the
local Judge of First Instance, to whom it may belong (R. L.
Min.. Art. 31). See Juicios.

When the opposition has been presented after the plan
and report of the surveying expert have been received, bnt
before the expiration of the four months’ term fixed by law,
the above proceedings for an agreement shall be followed as
far as applicable, this being the only case, except that in
which the docket iz to be sent te the eourts, in which the
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Mining Agencies may postpone the proceedings up to thirty-
fivedays beyond the four months prescribed for the procedure
in the docket, provided that the opposition shall be presented
less' than twenty days before the day on which the term of
four mouths is to expire (R. L. Min., Art. 33).

~ When the aforesaid four months shall have expired with-

out any opposition appearing, or if the opposition is not one
of those that interrupt the procedure, or if the docket has
béen returned from the Tribunals with a final sentence
favorable to the applicant, the Mining Agency, under the
strictest responsibility and within the next fifteen days, shall
take a copy of the docket, and shall remit the same, together
with the copies of the plan, in a registered package. to the
Ministry of Fomento. nnless the applicant prefers to take
charge of the forwarding of said documents, in which case
the Mining Agency shall so inform the Ministry of Fomento
(R. L. Min., Art. 34).

See Desistimiento and Concessious.

Oro [GoLp].

For mining gold it is necessary to previously obtain, in
every case. the respective concession. Hence, no workings
are permitted in mines or placers of this substance unless
they are protected by a properly registered legal titie (I.
Min., Art. 8, Sec. A., and R. L. M., Art. 42).

The Executive of the Union was formerly authorized, by
law of June 6th, 1894, to make contracts, within a term of
one year from that date, for the prospecting aud working of
gold mines and gold placers, according to the conditions of
said law. This authorization expired June 6th, 1895, and
L2a not since been renewed, so that. under existing laws. no

)
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more contracts of that kind can be made. See Authoriza-
tion. %

Gold — refined. alloyed or in ores—is subject to the pay-
ment of revenue stamp and coinage tax and assay fees; also.
to inelting, refining and parting fees, in certain cases. See
Impuestos.

Gold ores, to be exported in their natural state or
mechanically concentrated, must pay the coinage and rev-
enue stamp taxes upon the value of the gold they may con-
tain, with a rebate of ten per cent.
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Parting of Gold and Silver. See dpartado.

Partnership. See Socicdad.
Payment of Taxes. Sec Impuesto.

Penalties. The Executive of the Union shall desighate,
according to Article 21 of the Mexican Constitution, the
administrative penalties which are incurred by the infractors
of the regulations of the mining law (L. Min., Art. 31).

Any person who may resist the performance of the field
work by the surveying expert appointed by the Mining
Agency, in any case, may be punished according to Article
904 of the Penal Code of the Federal District, or to the equiv-
aleut legislation of the States (R. L. Min,, Art. 23).

Said penalties are an arrest of from one to eleven months
and a fine of from ten dollars to one hundred dollars.

See Multa.

Perdida de Propledad linera [Loss or MINING PROPER-
Ty]. Any person who allows a third of a year to pass with-
out paying the property tax which shall correspond to his
mines shall lose his property without recourse (L. Imp., Art.
8). See Caducidad. ;

(103)
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Period for Proof. See Opposition.

A period of twenty days was established, in certain cases,
by the old mining code for presenting proofs before the old
Mining Diputations, but is now abolished, as the official fune-
tions of the Mining Agents are exclusively administrative,
and not in any way judicial (R. L. Min., Art. 8, transitory).

The term of proof in mining cases, before any court, will
vary according to the legal legislation of the State. Accord-
ing to the Code of Civil Proceedings of the Federal District,
the term of proof is usunally not over forty days, but may be
longer in special cases, when testimony has to be taken at a
distance.

Periodicals. The copies of the periodicals in which are
made the publications of the summary (see Concession) must
be delivered to the Mining Agent, o that they may be added
to the docket (L., L. Min., Art. 21).

Peritos [SURVEYOR; EXPERTS, MINING].

Within the three days next following the presentation
and registry of an application fora mining coneession, the
Mining Agent must appoint a graduated surveyor expert, or,
if none such is to be found in the place, a praectical expert.
who shall measure the claims and gores applied for and draw
up the corresponding plan, marking clearly therecon the
monuments (landmarks) of the claims or gores aforesaid, as
well as the contiguous claims within a zone of at least 100
meters all around.

The Mining Agent may appoint the expert indicated by
the applicant, whenever said expert has the necessary quali-
fications (R. L. Min., Art. 19).

The expert, within eight days after his appointment,
must notify the Agent whether he accepts or declines the
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appointment; and, in the former case, that he has already
made an agreement with the applicant with respect to the
payment of the fees. The Mining Agent shall make the
corresponding note thereof on the docket.

By desire of the applicant, the above term of ¢ight days
may be prolonged by the Mining Agent, one single time only,
for the same number of days more (R. L. Min., Art. 20).

At the time of making the note of the acceptance of the
expert, the Mining Agent shall fix for the expert a peremp-
tory term of sixty days to present, in triplicate, the corre-
sponding plan, accompanied by a detailed report; and he
shall deliver to the expert a certified copy of his appointment,
cancelling thereupon a revenue stamp of ten eents for cach
leaf. The said copy shall conclude with the admonition that
whoever may resist the performanece of the field work which
the said surveyor has to carry on will be in danger of the
penalties laid down in the law (see Penalties).

If the surveyors, in the performance of their work, actu-
ally meet with resistance. they shall demand the assistance
of the public forces.

It has been expressly declared that surveyors, during the
discharge of their duty. have the character of executors of a
legitimate order of a public authority (R. L. Min., Art. 24,
and C. Fom. July 6th, 1892).' .

The surveyor experts must pay attention to whatever
observations may be made to them by the applicant (for the
concession they are measuring), and by those who have
opposed the application for the concession, or who propose to
oppose it,

But they are not to express any opinion upon the observa-
tions, except in the explanatory report which they must
present to the Mining Agency.
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The presentation of said report within the peremptory
term fixed by law is a personal responsibility of the experts,
who shall be charged with all the loss and damages that may
be caused by any default in the presentation of said docu-
ment (R. L. Min., Art. 25).

The operations on the field to be practised by the duly
appointed surveyor expert shall be executed in such a manner
that, by means of the necessary scientific processes, there
shall be determined the horizontal lengths of the sides of the
claims, and the angles formed by the aforesaid sides with the
true meridian. :

For this purpose the surveyor experts shall determine the
magnetic declination of the compass, if that instrument is
used to measure the courses of the sides.

Effort shall be made to refer some one of the vertices of
the perimeter to fixed points found on the ground, and all the
necessary data shall be collected for the verification of the
work.

The surveyor must mark on the ground the points where
the monuments, or landmarks, are to be placed. See Mojo-
neras.

The plans of the claims shall be neatly and accurately
drawn, on strong paper, for the preservation of the docu-
ment, but the copies may be taken on tracing cloth.

The scales must always be decimal and proportionate to
the object of the plans. Sce Escalas.

The plans must show the length of the sides in meters, the
directions of the same with reference to the true meridian,
the declination of the compass nsed, with the date on which
this was determined, and the area in hectares (R. L. Min.,
Art. 39). See Plans.

The responsibility which is incurred by the bad execution
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on the ground of the work of marking out and measuring the
claims extends to the graduated surveyor expert as well as to
the simply practical experts (C. Fom., July 1st, 1892).

The law does not exact the presence of the Mining Agent*
nor that of any other authority, at the act of marking off
and measurement of the claims: Hence, the applicants wil|
not have to pay the costs which were formerly to be paid for
said presence.

The want of said presence does not take away the neces-
sary legality of the act, which is fundamentally a technical
operation, and does not imply the occupation of property nor
the infringementof any rights, which latter are guarded by the
provisions of the law and its regulations (C. Fom., July 1st.
1892).

In reference to experts appointed in the cases of expropri-
ation and of reduction of claims, see those words.

Personal Property. Mining shares are personal prop-
erty, although the mines themselves are real estate.

Permits for Prospecting. See Explorations.
Permits. Sce Edifices.

Pertenencias [MiNiNG CLAIMS].

The unit of a concession, which is a miuing claim (perte-
nencia), is a solid of indefinite profundity. It is limited on
the exterior by that part of the surface of the ground which
serves as the projection of a horizontal square of one hundred
meters on each side, and on the interior by the correspond-
ing four vertical planes.

“The pertenencia is indivisible in all contracts made as to
mining - concessions, and which affect the ownership of the
same (L. Min., Art. 14).
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A fractional part of a claim cannot be the subject of a
mining concession, unless it is found between other claims
already conceded (L. Min.. Art. 15).

Those mines which may have been at work or legally
protected from the necessity of being worked at the time
when the mining law of June 4th, 1892 commenced to be in -
force, shall preserve their claims with such measurements as
they may have, if the owners so desire it, even though said
measurements should be different from the new measure-
ments now established (L. Min., Art. 4, transitory).

The mining concessions may take in, whenever there is
sufficient free ground, whatever number of claims may be
applied for, without taking into consideration whether the
applicants are one only or several — whether these consti-
tute a company or not; and as many claims may be acquired
as may be desired (L. Min., Art. 15, and C. Fom., July 1st,
1892).

The marking off and measurement of the claims on the
ground does not imply any right to the occupation of the
latter, and only serves to show the boundaries of the mmmg
conc(*asmn See Possession. k

"The applicant should thoroughly understand that he
must agree with the owner of the land for the acquisition,
whenever he may so wish, of such a part of the surface as he
may need to occupy for the dependencies of his mining works,
or of the whole of the surface marked off into claims (in the
case of placers or superficial deposits).

This acquisition may be through mutnal agreement and
in accord with the owner, or by expropriation, by promoting
the corresponding judicial decision (R. L. Min., Art. 40). See
Exrpropriation.

The applications for mining concessions in whlch inter-
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rupted (separated) claims are asked for shall be admitted
whenever said claims are all in the same municipality and on
the same mineral deposit; but in the case of being in differ-
ent municipalities or on different mineral deposits, separate
applications must be presented with reference to each claim
or group of claims in each separate mineral deposit or muni-
cipality (Cire. Fom., October 31st, 1899).

See Amplification, Reduction and Rectification of claims,
under these words.

Petroleum. Any mineral oil can be. freely exploited,
without the necessity of a special concession, by the owner
of the soil wherever the said substance may be found (L.
Min., Art. 4).

Piedras Preciosas [PRECIOUS STONES].

Fer mining these it is necessary that in every case the
interested party shall obtain the necessary concession ; for
which reason no-workings whatever are permitted in mines
or placers of precious stones, unless protected by a duly
registered legal title (R. L. Min., Art. 43).

Placers [SURFACE OR SUBTERRANEANX].

No work can be commenced in placers of precious stones,
or of any mineral substances whose exploitation requires in
every case a special concession, if there does not exist a duly
registered legal title (R. L. Min., Art. 43).

The workings required for the exploitation and utilization
of mining placers are considered to be of public utility. In
consequence thereof, and in default of agreement, proceed-
ings are in order for the forced expropriation, for said cause,
of the lands necessary for the above purpose. See Expropri-
ation and Exploitation (L. Min., Art. 10).
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Subterranean gold placers are only those which are found
at such a depth that their exploitation requires underground
workings of a mining character.

Placers covered with alluvial soil or other rocks, but
which are not at such a depth as to require subterranean
mining workings, but which can be worked by removing the
soil from the surface, are not subterranean placers.

Whenever an expert report indicates, under the responsi-
bility of its author, the existence of subterranean gold
placers, one year may be conceded for prospecting work.

The depth of the shafts for such work may be whatever is
necessary.

Mining concessions for other minerals may be applied for
within the limits of the zone conceded for prospecting for
underground gold placers (Law of November 13th, 1899).

Plans. The surveyor appointed to measure any conces-
sion must present his plans to the Mining ,Agency within the
peremptory period of sixty days, under his own strictest
responsibility.

The plan must be in triplicate, showing the claims or
gores that have been applied for, as well as the neighboring
claims within a distance up to 100 meters. See Peritos and
Informes for more details about plans.

One of the three plans (on strong paper) is to be placed in
the docket, and the other two are regarded as copies thereof.
All three must be compared and countersigned by the Mining
Agent vefore the first plan is remitted to the Ministry of
Fomento with the docket (C. Fom., September 1st, 1892).

The plans and reports relative to mining concessions do
not need revenue stamps (C. Fom., Oct. 19th, 1892).

In case the parties in interest should solicit copies of any
plans existing in the archives of the Mining Agencies, the
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parties or persons designated by them for that purpose shall
be permitted to make said copies on the premises-of the
Agency (C. Fom., September 1st, 1892).

Plata [SILVER].

For the mining of silver it is indispensable to previously
obtain the corresponding concession in every case, Ilence,
no workings whatever in mines or places of silver can be
permitted unless they are protected by a duly registered legal
title (L. Min., Art. 3, Sec. A., and R. L. Min., Art. 43).

Silver is subject to the revenue stamp tax, to the coinage
tax and to the paymoent of assay fees, as well as to fees for
remelting, refining and parting in certain cases (L. Met.
Prec. of March 27th, 1897, and its tariffs). See Impuestos.

Silver ores exported in their natural state or mechanically
concentrated must pay the revenue stamp and coinage taxes
upon the total value of the gold and silver they mav contain,
with a rebate of ten pei‘ cent.

For the official valuation of silver and gold, see Amone-
dacién.

Platinum. This cannot be mined unless a mining con-
cession is previously obtained in every case, and, for the
same reason, all workings are prohibited in mines or placers
of this metal which are not protected by a duiy registered
legal title (L. Min., Art. 3, Sec. A., ond R. L. Min., Art. 43).

Plomo [Leabp].
' Lead cannot be mined without a proper coneession in
every case. No workings whatever are permitted in mines
or placers of this metal which are not protected by a duly
registered legal title (L. Min., Art. 3, See. A., and R. L. Min.,
Art. 43).
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Poder [Power oF ATTORNEY]. See Apoderados.

Poblaciones [INHABITED PLACES, TOWNS AND VILLAGES].
Prospectors must not execute any exploratory workings near
the edges of a town or village, unless at a distance of fifty
meters from the exterior lines of public and private edifices
and the dependencies thereof (R. L. Min., Art. 14).

Police Regulations.. The exploitation of mineral sub-
stances, whether of those that require a concession or those
that belong to the proprietor of the surface, is subject to all
the ordinances that may be established relative to the police
and security of the said exploitation (L. Min., Art. 22). Note.
—No such Regulations have been promulgated up to date
(April, 1900).

Possession. As soon as the approbation of the docket is
obtained, and the title deed is made out in favor of the con-
cessionary, he enters at once into possession of the mining
claims. without the necessity for any other formality whatso-
ever (I.. Miun., Art. 18).

AXccording to the fundamental principles of the new legis-
fation upon mining. the miner is not obliged to commence
his workings of exploitation at any fixed time. So that he
can arrange with the owner of the land, at any time when it
is convenient to do so, for the purpose of acquiring the area
necessary for his workings, thus avoiding the cost of taking
possession, which the law does not demand. = Note.—Taking
possession, under the old laws, was accompanied by certain
acts or ceremonies —done in the presence of some legal or
administrative authority, who had to be paid.

It is sufficient for the acquisition of the property that the
dociket has beenapproved and the title deed made out, which
causes all the judicial effects of a delivery.
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The parties in interest who wish to omit no formality, and
that they may be placed in possession of what they have
acquired, must apply to the judicial authorities for that
purpose (C. Fom., July 1st, 1892.)

Power of Attorney. See Apoderado, Poder and Carta-
Poder.

Practicos [PracricAL ENGINEERS]. See Peritos.
Precious Stones. See Piedras Preciosas.

Preference. Mortgage creditors always have

Preferred Creditors theright to pay the Federal tax upon
mining property, if not paid by the owner, and by such pay-
ment they acquire a right of preference with respect to the
ownership of the mine in question, even over their own
mortgage.

See Acreedores.

Private Lands. See Terrenos de Propiedad Particular.
Proof, Period for. See Period for Proof.

Propiedad Minera [MiNiNeé PROPERTY].

Mining property legally acquired is irrevocable and per-
petual as long as the Federal tax upon property is paid (L.
Min.. Art. 5).

The primordial title deed of all mining property acquired
according to the laws now in force is that which is made out
by the Ministry of Fomento by virtue of the powers conferred
by said laws (L. Min., Art. 6).

Mining Property, except in case of placers or superficial
deposits, is nnderstood to be only with respect to the subsoil.
and not to the suyrface. See Expropriation. =
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The surface continues under the ownership of its propie-
tor, except in such part thereof as the miner needs to occupy
in certain cases and conditions (L. Min., Art. 7).

The water which is raised to the surface by virtue of the
subterranean workings of mines belongs to the owner of the
latter. The provisions of the common laws must be observed
as far as relates to the rights of the owners of the lands over
which szid waters take their course (L. M., Art. 9).

Whernever the owner of any mine shall transfer the same,
he must give notice thereof, in writing, to the Principal local
Administration of the Revenue Stamp Tax, through the
correspording subordinate office or agency.

Said Principal Administration shall give account thereof
to the decretary of the Treasury, to be duly noted in the
register (L. Imp., Art. 8, and R. L. Imp., Art. 27).

Ths same notice must be given in the case that any person
or conpany does not desire to continue with the property of
any mne or mines which may have been acquired (L. Tmp.,
Art. 8,and R. L. Imp., Art. 27).

Thedefault of payment of the Federal tax constitutes at
presentthe only cause of the loss of mining property, without
any reourse. p

In tis case the mining property remains free from all
encumbance, and may be conceded to the first applicant (L.
Min., At. 29, and L. Imp., Art. 6).

Miniy property is classed as real estate, but mining
stock isiersonal property. See Acciones.

Prorgation. The exemptions from the mining tax which
were coceded by the Executive before the Mining Law of
June 4th 1892, are not prorogable (L. Imp., Art. 4).

The kderal mining tax law of June 6th, 1892, provided in
Article 2hat all owners or possessors of mines should present
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their title deeds to the Treasury Agencies before the 31st of
October of the same year. By decree of October 3ist. 1892,
the term of presentation was prolonged until Juye 30th,
1893, with the understanding that the prorogation was only
applicable in cases of a real impossibility on the part of the
mine owners to present their titles (C. Fom., 15th November,
1892). : \

The same decree of October 31st, 1892, prolonged jaiso the
terms fixed for the application of the penalties refefred to in
Article 6 of the Federal tax law, and provided that the said
terms should commence to be counted from the 1 of July,
1893, and that this postponement should only be copceded to
mine owners who might have complied with the Iequisites
laid down in Articles 1, 2 and 3 of the decree of Oct(h)i\er 31st,
1892.

Prospecting.

Prospecting Permits.  >¢¢ Brplorations.

that the Mining Agents, as merely administrativeaunt
have no authority to receive and pass upon proo
manner in which these are received and passed upoj by the
tribunals. See Period for Proof.

Publications. The summary which the Mininj Agent
forms in each case of application for a mining cdcession
must be published three consecutive times, within f¢ty days
after the date thereof, in the official newspaper of te State,
etc., at the cost and risk of the applicant.

Said publication has the effect of a summons fgall who
think they have any right to oppose the applieatid for the
mining concession in question (R. L.-Min., Arts. 21 ad 22).

\
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When an application for a reduction of the number of
claims in any mining concession is received before the expi-
ration of the four months which the law allows for the termi-
nation of the procedure on the dockets of the mining conces-
sions, the Mining Agent must bring said application for
reduction to the knowledge of the public by means of an
advertisement in the local official periodical and another on
the bulletin board of the Mining Agency (C. Fom., November
20th, 1893).

Any omission of the above publications, whenever attrib-
utable to the applicants, shall imply that the latter are to be
understood as having desisted from the application in ques-
tion (R. L. Min., Art. 36).

The Ministry of Fomento shall publish every six months
in the Diario Oficial (official daily newspaper) of the Federa-
tion a list of the title deeds of mining property made out
during the half year (L. Min., Art, 50).
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Railroads. See Ferrocarriles.

Recaudacién [CoLLECTION OF TaxEs|.

The eollection of the annual tax upon mining property is
to be made by the Offices of the Stamp Tax, according to the
law of March 31st, 1887; December 9th, 1891, and other laws
in force (L. Imp., Art. 5, and R. L. Imp., Art. 17).

Receipt. When precious metals, or substances contain-
ing the same, are presented at an, mint or Federal assay
office, a receipt shall be made out to the interested party,
which shall show the number and weight of bars of bullion,
and whether they are to be eoined or exported.

1f the substances presented should be ores or artificial
substances, the number of packages and the weight thereof
must appear on the receipt. - -

The receipt shall be taken from a stub book, and the
interested party must sign the stub (R. L. Met. Prec..
Art. 6). -

Rectification [REMEASUREMENT OF CrAIMS].

Whenever this is applied for, it shall be subject to the
same procedure and requisites as are determined for mining
concessions (R. L. Min., Art. 42). See Solicitud.

For the purpose of.explaining the anterior provision of

(122)



REC — RED 123

the law, the Ministry of Fomente, by circular of September
3d, 1892, prescribed the following: In cases of rectifications,
when it is-only sought to repeat the measurement of the
claims on the ground, in order to place them exactly in agree-
ment with the title deed, the procedure will be the same as
for a new concession, and the monuments, or landmarks,
should be piaced according to Regulations; but as the
making out of a new title deed is not required, the docket
must terminate with the delivery, which the Mining Agent
will make to the interested party, of a certified copy of the
operations as practised.

But if the purpose of the rectification is to correct any
errors that may exist in the title deed, the law demands the
drawing up of a new title deed, and hence the entire proceed-
ing is the same as for new concessions.

Recourse. In cases of expropriation, the decision of the
jndge must be executed without any other recourse than that
of responsibility (L. Min., Art. 11).

Also, there is no recourse whatever against the loss of
mining property for default in the payment of the Federal
. tax (L. Imp., Art. 6).

If the case in question is that of the opposition of the -
owner of the ground to the granting of a mining concession,
then, and in that case, is admitted the recourse of appeal, in
both effects, against any decision which may be pronounced
by the judze who takes cognizance of the matter (L. Min..
Art. 20). See Apelacion.

Reduction of the Number of Claims. - This must be
solicited in writing, carrying a revenue stamp of fifty cents
per leaf (C. Fom., November 13th, 1892).

Whenever the reduction is applied for before the publica-
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tion of the summary, it will be sufficient to have the petition
endorsed upon the original application, upon the duplicate
and in the Registry book,

The summary should be published as corrected, and there
will be no necessity of making a new application.

1f the reduction is asked for after the publication of the
summary, the original application must be desisted from, and
a new application presented (C. Fom., August 1st, 1892).

A reduction of the number of claims acquired under the
new law does not require a new title deed to the property.

The Mining Agent before whom the new application is
presented, accompanied with the corresponding title deed,
shall appoint an expert, who, at the expense of the applicant,
and within a convenient term which the Mining Agency shall
allow for the purpose, shall make a plan of the reduced
property, and shall locate the necessary monuments accord-
ing to Regulations.

The Mining Agent shall also make a note of the reduction
as asked for and as practised, on the register of applications
for concession and on the title deed of the property, which
shall be delivered to the interested party, together with a
certified copy of the proceedings

The docket shall be terminated with the notice of the
reduction, which should be immediately given to the local

“office of the Revenue Stamp Tax. .

In’ the case of a reduction of the number of eclaims
acquired before the mining law of June 4th, 1892, the pro-
cedure will be the same; but in this case the Mining Agent

| nust conform.to the provisions of the circular sent out by
the Ministry of Fomento on August 30th, 1892.

The Mining Agent must make due mention of all cases of

reduction of the number of eclaims in the monthly report

.
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which he has to forward to the ’\Ilmstry omeento (C Fom.,
September 3d, 1892).

If the reduction of the number of claims should be made
before the expiration of the term of four months which the
law allows for the completion of the docket relative to any
concession, it will not be necessary that the interested party
should desist from his original application.

In such cases the following procedure shall be observed :

First.—If the application for a reduction should be pre-
-sented before the surveyor expert has made the survey, the
Mining Agent shall give notice to the surveyor, so that the
survey shall be made in accordance with the desires of the
party in interest.

Second.—If the expert shall have already presented his
report, the Mining Agent shall make a new appointment, so
that the reduction may be made at the expense of the appli-
cant, and within a term which shall not exceed the time
remaining for the expiration of the four months allowed by
law for the surveys.

In either case the Mining Agent shall make a note of the
reduction in the docket, and shall bring it to public notice by
means of the official newspaper of the State, and by a notice
on the Bulletin Board of the Agency.

It is understood that the publication made in the news-
paper shall be at the expense of the interested party (C. Fom.,
November 20th, 1893).

The time for the publication of the notice shall be fifteen
days.

New applications for the concession of ground now left
free shall only be admitted and registered after the expira-
tion of said term.

The party interested in the reduction shall be obliged to
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present to the Mining Agent, before the termination of the
proceedings relative to his application, one copy of the official
newspaper in which the preper publication has been made.

If the reduction shall be applied for, and if any requisite
of the law or regulations has been uncomplied with in the
anterior procedure, the Mining Agents shall note the circum-
stance in the docket relative thereto. The reduction shall
not be proceeded with, and when the proper term has
expired, the docket shall be forwarded to the Ministry of
Fomento for the corresponding decision (C. Fom., March 1st,
1897).

Re-exportation. At the expiration of the term fixed by
the Secretary of the Treasury, all wagons, carriages, tools
or instruments which may have been brought from abroad by
persons who have come into the country for exploring work,
must be re-exported, or the customs duties fixed at the time
of arrival of said goods will be collected (General Custom
House Ordinance, Art. 452, and C. Hda., November 7th,
1896). See Exploration.

Refining of Gold and Silver. See Afinacion, Bullion.

Registration. The offices which have charge of the
public register of property ; in default of these the mortgage
offices, and in default of both the Judges of First Instance of
the commo. (State) law, shall keep an especial book for the
registry of mining transactions (L. Min., Art. 25; R. L. Min.,
Art. 51, and Code of Commerce, Art. 18).

Registration is obligatory with respect to contracts of
partnership or of companies, and is optional with respect to
title deeds of mining concessions or property.

The Register Book is to be filled up according to the
chronological order of tue presemtation of documents, and

\
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the following items must be inserted tharein, as nearly as
may be:

I. The name, title or social designation of the concern.

II. The class of operations to which the concern is
devoted. '

ITI. The date on which it will commence or has com-
manced its transactions.

IV. Its domicile, specifying the branch houses it may
have established, although these branches must also be
registered where situated.

V. The contracts of association of every partnership or
company, whatever may be its object or denomination, as
well as the contracts of the modification, recision or dissolu-
tion of the same.

VI. The minutes of the first general meeting and the
documents annexed thereto, in the case of stock companies
which were organized by public subseription.

VIL. General powers of attorney, appointmeunts and the
revocation of the same, if such were conferred upon mana-
gers, agents, employees or any other representatives.

VIIL. The record of the increase or decrease of the
money capital of stock companies or partnerships.

IX. Title deeds of mining property.

X. Issues of stock loan certificates and bonds, giving the
series. and numbers of the certificates of each issue, their
interest and payment terms, the total quantity of the issne,
and the effects, works, franchises or mortgages (when there
are such) which are responsible for the amounts.,

Stock or obligations emitted by private parties should also
be registered in the same way (Code of Commerce, Art. 21).

1f the said title deed and other papers are not registered,
they cannot affect unfavorably the rights of third parties,
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but said third parties may profit thereby on any favorable
points.

Notwithstanding the omission of the mining registry, any
docurients referring to real estate and to real property rights
shall be valid against third parties whenever they may have
beed registered according to the common law (L. Min., Arts.
52 and 53, and Code of Commerce, Art. 26).

The mining registry shall be made at the seat of govern-
ment of the county or judicial district where the mine is
located, and, if a mining company is in question, also at the
.domicile thereof.

If, from the extension of the claims (pertenencias) or for
any other motive, there should be a doubt as to where the
registry is to be effected. the Ministry of Fomento shall
decide, and must communicate its decision to the Treasury
Department (R. L. Min., Arts. 51, 54 and 55, and Code of
Commerce, Art. 18).

The inscription shall be made with the certified copy of
the respective deed in hand, or from the document itself, or
from the written declaration which the interested party may
present, whenever the deed to be registered may not be a
‘‘public document.”

Note.—A ‘ public document is one drawn up before a
notary public, or some official of equal authori‘y, or by some
public officer, administrative or judicial,

Documents proceeding from foreign countries, and subject
to registration, shall be previously protocolized in the
Republic (R. L. Min., Art. 54, and Code of Commerce,
Art. 25).

Nore.—When a document from abroad is to be proto-
colized in Mexico, it must be certified to by an Ambassador,
Minister or Consul of Mexico. This certificate is certified to
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by the Foreign Office here. The document is then ready to
be protocolized — that is, spread upon the record of a Notary
Publie — if it is in Spanish.

If not in Spanish, it must be presented, with a transla-
tion, to some Court of First Instance in this Republie.

The Court appoints an interpreter to ascertain and certify
the correctness of the translation, and the order is then
given for the document to be put on record by the Notary
Public. In any case the Notary retains the original docu-
ment among his records, and issues a certified copy thereof,
in Spanish, for use, which has the legal effect of the original
document.

"The Registers cannot in any case, or for any motive,
refuse the entry of the documents that may be present-
ed to them (R. L. Min., Art. 51, and Code of Commerce,
Art. 31). ]

Documents duly registered produce their legal effects
from theé date of the entry, and cannot be invalidated
by anterior or posterior documents not registered (R. L.
Min., Art. 51, and Code of Commerce, Art. 29).

Foreign companies or houses which may desire to establish
thems$elves or to establish branch houses in the Republic must
present and have entered in the Register a certified copy of
their statutes, contracts and other documents referring to
their organization; also, theilr inventory or last balance
sheet, if they had one; also, a certificate of being constituted
and authorized according to the laws of their respective
country.

This certificate must be made out by the Minister acered-
ited by this Republic to that country, or in default thereof
by the Mexican Consul (R. L. Min., Art. 51, and Code of
Commerce, Art. 24). ;
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Any change of ownership of a mining property must be
notified to the Mining Agent or other officer in charge of the
Register. so that the proper note can be made thereon (L.
Imp., Art. 7).

The Mining Agents of the Ministry of Fomento shall also
keep a registry book, paged and countersigned by the Minis-
try of Fomento, iu which must be registered all applications
for the coneessiopn of mining claims or gores that may be
presented.

This registration shall be made immediately. in the pres-
ence of the applicant, entering the day and hour of presenta-
tion, as well as the number of the respective docket.

Blank spaces are not to be left in the book between the
several entries. and these must. in every case, be exactly
subject to the order of their dates and of the hours in which
they were presented (R. L. Min.. Arts. 15 and 17).

If two or more applications for a concession of mining
claims or gores, covering the same site, should be presented
simultaneously, lots shall be drawn, in the presence of the
interested parties. to decide which of the applications is to
be admitted and registered (R. I.. Min., Art. 18).

In the same registry book the Mining Agents shall enter
such reductionsof the number of mining claims as are applied
for and conceded (C. Fom., September 3d, 1892).

Reglamento [REGULATIONS].

The regulations belonging to the mining law of June 2d,
1893, were promulgated on the 25th of the same month.

The Executive of the Union is anthorized to designate,
according to Article 21 of the Federal Constitution, such
administrative penalties as may be incurred by the violators
of the provisions of the said regulations (L. Min., Art. 27).
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Rejas [GraTINGS].

Should be placed at all points of drainage tunnels
where they connect with mining workings (L. Min., Art. 12,
Secs. IX. and XIL) See Servidumbres.

Remelting of Gold and Silver Bullion. See Bullion or
Fundicidn.

Reports. See Informes.

Representante Comun [GENERAL REPRESENTATIVE].
The holders of mortgage bonds can only exercise their
right of action against the debtor or the hypothecated real
estate by means of a representative in common, whose acts,
as far as relates to said rights, shall be binding upon the
entire nnmber of said bondholders (L. Min., Art. 26).
Representatives. See Apoderado.

Responsibility. Mine owners are subject to responsibil-
ity for any accidents which may occur in their mines on
account of being badly worked. v

Mine owners must indemnify the loss and damages occa-
sioned to other properties for want of drainage, or for any
other circumstance that may damage outside interests (L.
Min., Art 22).

See Peritos.

Revenue Stamps. See Estampillas.
Roads. See Caminos.

Rocks. All rocks in place, such as are serviceable for
direct nse or as raw materials of construction and ornament-
ation, may be freely exploited by the owner of the ground
where they exist, without the necessity of a special conces-
sion in any case (L. Min., Art. 14).

Rock Salt. See Salgema.
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Safety of Mines. Sce Policeand Responsibility.
Sales of Tlines. See Ventas and Enajenacion.

Salgema [Rock SAwLt].

This requires, in every case. the corresponding concession.
No workings are permitted in mines of this substance which
are not protected by a duly registered legal title (L. Min..
Art. 3. Sec. B., and R. L. Min., Art. 43).

Samples, How Taken. l'
Sampling of Ores. For Assay Methods see ENSAYE.
Sample Pieces.

The taking of samples for assay is to be done in the pres-
ence of the interested party, if he should so desire, and under
subjeetion to the following regulations:

L. For bars of silver, of gold or of both metals, whose fine-
ness is less than one hundred thousandths, from each bar of
not over thirty-five kilograms weight one assay piece is to be
taken'; and if the weight is greater, another assay piece shall
be taken for everv ten kilograms or fraction thereof in excess
of ten kilograms.

II. For pigs of lead, of copper or of any other metal, where
the amount of precious metal does not reach one hundred

(132)
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thousandths, lots of from one to twenty tons shall be made
up, according to the appearance more or less homogeneous of
the shipment. The assayer shall select a number of pieces,
which shall never be less than the fifth part of each lot.
From each one of said pieces an assay piece shall be taken,
the whole number of assay pieces shall be melted and mixed,
and upon said mixture the assay shall be made, which is to
serve for the liquidation of its respective lot.

ITI. For sulphides, mattes, ores and metallurgical residues,
before taking the sample for assay, they shall be separated
into homogeneous lots, whose weights shall be as follows:

1st. Artificial sulphides and other metallurgical

products of like character, 5 ¢ v oD
2d. Mechanical eoncentrates. . 3 - ? g
3d. Copper mattes, . ¢ 3 fRET T
4th. Oves, selected or in small pieres, ¥ £ $C ™
5th. Metallurgical residue, . ; 5 . s R

To take a sample of each lot, one-haif of the packages ot
sacks that make up a lot of the first class shall be emptied.

One-third of the packagesor lots of the second class: one-
fourth of these of the third class; one-seventh of those of
the fourth elass, and one-ienth part of those of the fifth
class.

The contents of the -emptied sacks shall be perfectly
mixed, and a heap shall be formed. This heap shall be after-
ward divided into two equal parts.

One of these two equal parts shall be mixed again, and
again divided into two equal parts.

This operation shall be continued until the original heap
is reduced to ten kilograms.

The last heap shall be gronnd te transform it into small
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grains, and the division shall be continued until a sample is
obtained which shall weigh, more or less, a kilogram.

From the latter, duly pulverized and sifted, the sample
for assay shall be taken.

In the formation of the lots, which are to be separately
assayed and appraised, a difference of twenty-five per cent.,
more or less, in the weight of each lot may be permitted, but
for the liquidation the exact weight of each lot must be
taken:

When the transportation of mattes, ores or metallurgical
residues is made in bulk — that is to say, without coverings
— by means of wagons or freight cars, the contents of each
vehicle shall form one lot.

The assay shall be made by mixing the samples taken
from as many separate places as 'there are tons in the lot.

If in the same car there should be various classes of ores
or substances, which are dulv separated, one assay shall be
made of each elass, taking as many partial samples from
each class as there may be tous in each class, and endeavor-
ing that the mixture shall be as near as possible to the aver-
age content.

IV, Art products. or objects of goldsmith's work, which are
to be assayed at the desire of their owners. to eertify to their
fineness.

These are to be assayed by taking the necessary quantity
of metal from different points of the object, if it i3 in one
piece, or taking quantities of metal proportional to the size
of the pieces, if there are several.

For the assay of silverware, the superficial layer should be
discarded, because it has generally been whitened, and has
greater fineness. The fineness should be approximated to
the one one-hundredth part (R. L. Met. Prec., Art. 10).
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New samples may be taken in the Custom House of export,
if there is suspicion of fraud (R. L. Met. Prec., Art. 30).

When any substances carrying the precious metals arrive
at any custom house with proper documents (but not pre-
viously assayed), the Administrator shall order samples to be
taken according to these regulations, or more numerous sam-
ples, if the substances appear not to be homogeneous.

Every sample. (final sample) shall be divided into three
parts —one for the interested party, one for the Assay Office
and the third for the General Direction of the Mints.

A triplicate minute shall be drawn up, containing the
weight of the shipment. the number of samples taken and
other data requisite for liquidation.

One copy of the minute shall be sent to the Government
Assay Office with one-third part of the sample pieces or sam-
ples. duly packed and sealed, and the other third in the same
way to the Director General of the Mints (R. L. Met. Prec.,
Arts. 41, 42 and 43).

The remainsof the assay pieces or samples that have been
assayed shall be preserved, duly classified, to be returned to
the interested parties when no longer needed.

If not claimed within six months, the assay pieces, sam-
ples  or grains remaining from remelting silver for private
parties, shall be considered as ceded to the Treasury (R. L. .
Met. Prec., Art. 31).

Sand.

Sand Deposits. See Arenas.

Scale of Plans. See Escala.

Secretary of Fomento [MiNisTRY oF FoMENTO].
Fomento means ‘‘encouragement.” in English, as nearly
as it can be translated.
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The mining industry in Mexico is by law dependent upon
the Ministry of Fomento. Said Ministry, as a branch of the
powers vested in the Executive of the Union, may decree
such measures as it may judge proper for increasing the
prosperity of the mining industry, and shall wateh over the
fulfillment of the laws relative thereto, by means of the
engineer inspectors of mines (I.. Min., Art. 30). (See Inspect-
ors of Mines.)

The said Ministry must pronounce on every docket of 2
mining concession the final decision corresponding thereto.
and must draw up the primordial title deeds of mining
property. See Titulos.

The said Ministry should publish every six months, in the
Diario Oficial of the Federation, a list of the title deeds
which have been drawn up during said period (L. Min., Art.
6, and R. L. Min., Arts. 16 and 50).

Every time that the Ministry of Fomento gives out a title
deed, a detailed account must be sent to the Secretary of the
Treasury of the concession to which said title refers (R. L.
Min., Art. 37). See Solicitudes.

Secretary of the Treasury. Has charge of the collee-
tion of the revenue stamp tax, of the annual mining tax. the
coinage tax and the assay fees, etec.. ete.. and of the exporta-
tion of the precions metals.

The Treasury Department may, whenever it shall consider
it equitable and convenient to do so, modify the rule by
which the annual mining tax is to be paid in the local Princi-
pal or Subordinate Administration of the Revenue Stamp
Tax.

Note.—Mining taxes are frequently allowed to be paid in
Mexico City, or in some other central loeality. when not
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convenient to pay them in the district where the mine is
located.

In such a case the Treasury will give notice thereof to
the General Administration of the Revenue Stamp Tax, so
that this office may communicate the same to the prineipal
local stamp tax office where the mine is situated (R. L. Imp..
Art, 20). See Impuestos.

The Treasury Department may grant a special concession
to metallurgical companies to have their products assayed,
and the taxes thereon liquidated, in their own establishinents
(R. L. Met, Prec., Art. 1).

The Treasury shall determine the compensation of pnblie
officers who sell stamps (R. L. Met. Preec., Art. 1).

The Treasury shall designate certain Government offices,
banks or ecommercial houses on which drafts may be drawn
to pay for bullion purchased by the Treasury for coinage
purposes.

Also, the Treasury shall fix the term in which said drafts
shall be payable (R. I.. Met. Prec., Art. 20).

The Treasury may fix the minimum value per ton which is
to serve as the basis for drawing up bonds for the exporta-
tion of precious metals and substances containing them’(R.
L. Met. Prec., Art. 35). See Facturas.

The Treasury may make special regulations for the
trausportation of metals and minerals within the zones of
twenty kilometers along the cost and the frontiers.

The Treasury may modify or condone any administrative
penalties (R. L. Met. Prec., Art. 54).

Security -of the Mines. See Policia.

Sentencias [JupiciAL DEecisioxs].
Against the deeision pronounced in cases of expropriation
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there is no legal recourse, except that of the responsibility of
the judge (L. Min., Art. 11).

The recourse of appeal, with suspensive effects, will lie
against the decision handed down in case the owner of the
so0il shall oppose the granting of any mining concession (L.
Min., Art. 20). See Apelacitn.

The final unappealable decision which may be handed
down, when it is sought to establish a legal servitude upon
any property, and when the consent of the person whom it is
understood should give the same cannot be obtained, shall be
communicated by the Tribunal that pronounces the same to
the Ministry of Fomento (L. Min., Art. 12. See. XIX.)

Senalamiento de Pertenencias [Magrkix¢ OUT OF
Craims]. See Pertenencias.

~

Servidumbres [LEGAL SERVITUDES AND EASEMENTS].

Mining properties and common properties—i.e., real
estate not used for mining purposes which adjoins mining
properties — shall possess and enjoy (or suffer, as the case
may be) the legal servitudes of right of way, right of acque-
duct, right of drainage and right of ventilation.

For the imposition of said servitudes, and for the assess-
ment of damages corresponding thereto. the judges shall sub-
Ject themselves to the laws of each State, and to those of the
Federal District, and of the Territories, when said laws are
not modified by the following rules (L. Min.. Art. 12):

I. The legal servitude of drainage consists of the obliga-
tion (see Explotacion) which the owner of one elaim incurs to
indemnify the proprietor of another claim for loss and
damages which may be occasioned by not maintaining the
drainagelof the subterranean workings, or by not maintaining
the said drainage as much as may be necessary, whereby the
water flows from the first to the second elaim.
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Also, in the obligation which all claim owners have to
permit through their claims the passage of tunnels orcoun-
termines, whose exclusive object is the drainage of one or
more workings.

II. Drainage tunnels, when not made by mutual agree-
ment (see Socavones), may only be undertaken by the owner
or owners of certain claims, for which the said tunnel is an
absolute necessity.

II1. For the case provided for in the foregoing rule, all
the owners of claims that are improved by the drainage
secured by means of the tunnel are bound to pay an indem-
nity in proportion to the benefits received, taking into
account the nature of each mine, and according to the state
thereof.

IV. The opening of mining tunnels shall not be com-
menced without previous license, conceded by the Ministry of
Fomento, after hearing the opinion of the local Mining
Agent, and after examination and approbation of the plans
upon which are detailed the course and cross-section of the
proposed turnel. See Rule XXII.

V. Any pay ore which may be found while opening the
mining tunnels, if it is found within claims that have been
legally conceded, is the property of the owner of snch claims:
and if it is found within free ground, it shall be divided
between the owners of all the claims improved by the mining
tunnel, according to the proportions laid down in the fore- -
going Rule III.

VI. If, where a mining tunnel has been undertaken, one
or more veins in free ground are discovered thereby, and if
application is made for the, concession of the respective
elaims or gores. the rules as to applications for concessions
shall be applied.

The tunnel owners shall be considered as explorers, in
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this instance, so that during three months subsequent to the
notification (see Awisos) only from them can be admitted
applications for the concession of the claims in question.

VII. Whenever the Ministry of Fomento has authorized
the license referred to in the foregoing Rule IV., only by
express contract can any other persons, apart from those
that are mentioned in the license as benefitted by the mining
tunnel, be considered as undertakers of the tunnel.

VIII. The owners of claims traversed by the drainage
tunnel may place an interventor of their confidence within
their respective claims while the tunnel is being opened. The
functions of the interventor are limited to watching the work,
and to reporting to the Mining Agent or to the corresponding
judge, in the proper case, such abuses as he may observe.

IX. At those points of drainage tunnels where they com-
municate, for any reason, with mine workings, gratings shall
be fixed as soon as the communication is opened, to prevent
transit or passage.

X. Only in case of unanimous consent, expressed in a
public deed (see Escritura), made by all the interested parties
in a general drainage tunnel, abcording to the foregoing Rule
IT1., may said tunnel be destined to other uses than to those
of drainage.

In this case there shall be stipulated in the contract,
under penalty of nullity,; all the particulars referring to
passage or transit, such as are indicated in the foregoing
Rule IX.

XI. Mines which may be newly opened, at a point where
they may be benefitted by a general drainage tunnel already
in existence, shall be subject to the foregoing Rules ITL.
VIIL., VIIL, IX. and X.

XII. The legal servitude of ventilation consists of the
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obligation, which évery ‘owner of mining claims assumes, to
permit that the proprietors of contiguous claims may open
communication with his interior workings. whenever such
communication will produce as a necessary result a ventila-
tion which could not be obtained in any other manner,
except at great expense.

XIII. Unlessthere is an express contract to the contrary.
drawn up in the form of a public deed, between the owner of
the dominating property and the owners of the serving
property, gratings to prevent passage or transit shall
always be placed upon the boundary line of the respective
properties. > :

"XIV. Whenever a communicating working, not among
those mentioned in the foregoing Rule XII., shall, in fact,
ventilate two or more workings, this service of ventilation
shall not.confer on the mine owner who opened the commun-
ication any right to demand compensation from the owners
of the other workings so ventilated, nor shall the said owners, -
in their turn, acquire any legal servitude as an encumbrance
upon the mining property which causes the ventilation.

XV. If pay ore should be met with during the progressof
a working opened for the purposes indicated in the foregoing
Rule XII., the provisions of Rules V., VI. and VIIL shall be
observed wherever applicable.

XVI. Also, whatever is applicable in Rule IV. shall be
observed. g

XVII. All the expenses that may be incurred by the
workings which are to be opened to secure ventilation, and
those of the posterior preservation of the same, shall be at
the exclusive chargeof whomsoever solicited the constitution
of a servitude.

XVIIL. In the future, for the imposition of a legal servi-



142 SERVIDUMBRES

tude, as an easement of any mining property, or as an encum-
brance to another, there shall be required: Either the con-
sent of the owner of the serving property, expressed in a
public deed. or by a declaration signed and ratified before a
judicial authority, or before the Ministry of Fomento: an
administrative decision, consented to by the interested
parties. or a judicial decision. See Escritura. note at end.

XIX. The owner of claims in whose favor it is supposed
that a legal servitude is to be established, but who does not
succeed in securing the consent of the party whom it is pre-
sumed should grant the servitude, must present himself
before the Ministry of Fomento.

The Ministry, with the formalities and within the term
p escribed by the Regulations, shall decide whatever it may
deem proper, but always after a hearing of the dissident.

If the latter party or theapplicant should not be conform-
able to the administrative resolution, the right shall be
reserved to appeal to the proper local tribunals, within the
term fixed by the Regulations.

The final decision shall be communicated by the tribunal
which pronounces it to the Ministry of Fomento.

See Rules XXIII. and XXIV.

XX. If the administrative decision should be favorable to
the applicant, and adverse to the opposer, said decision can
only be immediately put into effect after the filing of a
proper bond by the applicant to compensate losses and
damages, in case the opposer should obtain a final decision
in his favor before the courts. See Fianza.

XXI. The three preceding rules are applicable to all the
cases in which the provisions of any of the other rules shall
or might give rise to a judicial question (L. Min., Art. 12).

XXII. For the fmposition of the servitude of a mining
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turnel, as referred to in the foregoing Rule IV., there shall
be presented the application made to the local Mining
Agent for a permit, which shall be accompanied by the
horizontal projection (plan) and section of the tunnel, both
to an .appropriate decimal scale, as well as the sections and
other details which are believed to be proper to illustrate the
nature and cirecumstances of the projected works.

The Mining Agent shall forward to the Ministry of
Fomento, together with the application and the correspond-

ing plans, a report upon the subject, which shall contain his,
own opinion, founded on the data.

.The said Ministry, in view of said documents, and of any
other data which it may think proper to ask for, shall decide
upon the proper course (R. L. Min., Art. 45).

XXIII. The owner of any mining claims, in whose
favor it is supposed that a legal servitude ought to be estab-
lished, and who does not obtain the consent of the person whom
it is supposed should bear the servitude, may present to the
Ministry of Fomento, in accordance with the provisions of
the foregoing Rule XIX., the corresponding application.
accompanied by all the necessary data.

The Ministry, in view of the report of the local Mining
Agent, and previously hearing the dissident, or his repre-
sentative, shall determine whatever it may think proper
within the terms which it may fix, in attention to the circumn-
stances of each case (R. L. Min., Art. 46).

XXIV. If the applicant for the servitude referred to in
the same foregoing Rule XIX., or the party who should bear
the servitude, should not be conformable with the corre-
sponding decision of ‘the Ministry of Fomento, he may go
before the proper judge, provided he shall do so within a

.-
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term of not toexceed two mouths from the date of said
decision (R. L. Min., Art. 47).

Silver. See Plata.

Socavones [MiNING TUNNELS].

When it becomes necessary to open drainage tunmnels, to
promote the working of the mines of any locality, the execu-
tion of said tunnels becomes a matter of agreement between
the interested parties (L. Min.. Art. 23).

Note.—For eomplete rules with respect to the execution of
mining tunnels. see Servidumnbres, Sections I. to XI., and
XXII., ete.

That part of the tunnels situated outside of boundary
lines is exempt from the mining tax, when the said tunnels
are exclusively designed for ventilation, drainage and for the
extraction of minerals which do not come from the tunnel
itself (L. Min., Art. 33).

Sociedades [STocK COMPANIES OR PARTNERSHIPS]|.

Stock companies or partnerships that may be formed for
the exploitation of mines shall be governed by the provisions
of the Code of Commerce, except in the part relative to
momentary associations, which are no* admissible in mining
business (I.. Min., Art. 24).

Note.—The part of the Code of Commerce above referred
to comprises Articles 268 to 271, inclusive, which are not
applicable to mining affairs.

Every mining company or partnership is obliged to regis-
ter itself at the county seat of the county or judicial district
where the mining claims that form the object of the business
are situated, as well as at the domicile or domiciles which the
said partnership or company may have in the Republic (R. L.
Min., Art. 54). See Registration.
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Companies that are legally constituted in any foreign
country, and which may establish themselves in the Republie.
or may have therein any agency or branch, may operate by
subjecting themselves to all the provisions of the Code of
Commerce as to the founding of their establishments within
Mexican territory ; as to their mercantile operations, and as
to the jurisdiction of the Mexican tribunals.

As far as refers to their capacity to make contracts, they
must subject themselves to the provisions of Articles 265, 266
and 267 of the Code of Commerce (Code of Commerce, Article
15).

The said Articles 265, 266 and 267 prescribe:

& i Registry of their charters, statutes, contracts; also, of
their last inventory or trial balance, if any, and a certificate
of being duly constituted in the country of their origin, from
the Mexican representative in that country. See Registration,

II. A stock company must publish annually a balance
sheet, which must show liabilities and resources, and the
names of the directors and administrators.

If the above requisites are not fulfilled, the partics who
contract in the name of the company in this Republic are
personally and individually bound to fulfill such contract.

All foreign companies are bound by this law, as far as
their future acts are concerned, even if they were established
in the Republic before it was promulgated.

Solicitudes [APPLICATIONS FOR MINING CONCESSIONS,
Erc.] Any inhabitant of the Republic may apply for a
mining concession. See Extranjeros. .

The law concedes complete liberty with respect to the
number of claims that may be applied for in any case where
there is sufficient free ground, without taking into account
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whether the applicants are one or several ; neither if they
constitute a partnership, or company, or not (L. Min.. Art.
15. and C. Fom., July 1st, 1892).

With exception of the case in which the claims applied
for are situated in ground subject to exploration (prospecting
work : see KExplorations), mining concessions are always to
be conceded to the first applicant (L. Min., Art. 15).

See Concessions for a list of the substances for whose
exploitation a concession is necessary.

Every application for a concession to mine any of the
substances which the owner of the soil is free to exploit shall
be quashed at once (R. L. Min., Art. 44).

Applications for the concession of mining elaimsg or gores
must be presented in duplicate to the proper Mining Agent.

Applications must express with entire clearness the num-
her of claims that are asked for, the sitnation that these
occupv on the ground, the Jocation of the ground in the
municipality to which it belongs, with the most notable
natural signs by which the claim can be identified, and the
designation of the mineral substance which it is proposed to
mine.

1f. in the opinion of the Agent, there should not be suffi-
cient clearness, he shall try to secure the same, by question-
ing the applicant himself, and entering all his answers upou
the application, on the duplicate thereof, and in the registry
book eof the Mining Ageney. in presence of the interested
party.

‘But .inability on the part of the applicant. or his
refusal to give explanations, shall not be a metive for not
making the registry, nor for the suspension of the rest of the
procedure (R. L. Min.. Art. 15).
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An application may be presented in the name of another
person, in certain cases. - See Apoderados. ;

On October 31st. 1899, a circnlar (No. 32) of the Ministry
of Fomento was issued, which states that cases have been
very frequent where applications for mining concessions
have been presented with the deliberate object of preventing
other persons from taking up the same ground; and for the
furtherance of this object a large number of pertenencias
(claims) are asked for, or the number is not designated, as
the documents simply claim the whole of a municipality, of a
district or of the jurisdiction of a Mining Agent, etc., ete.

The circular then proceeds to explain the provisions of
Article 15 of the Mining Law Regulations, and enjoins that
the applications for mining concessions must carefully and
exactly comply with Article 3 of the Mining Law of June 4th,
1892, and of Article 15 of the Regulations.

According to this circular. the applications must con-
tain :

1. The number of claims (pertenencias) to be in-
cluded in the coucession, clearly and precisely
stated.

. The situation which these claims have on the
ground.

3. The location of the ground in the municipality.

4. The most notable nataral marks by which the
ground applied for can be identified.

6. The designation of the mineral substance which is

proposed to be mined.

The nature and situation of the deposit in which the
mineral is found, for which purpose it must be
stated whether the mineral deposit is a vein. a
blanket deposit, a placer or has some other form.

E )

o
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8. Mention of the place or places, within the bounda-
ries of the local Mining Agency, where the mineral
deposit may be examined ; designating the most
notable landmarks by which the mineral deposit
may be identified.

In case the application does not duly satisfy all these
requisites, it cannot be admitted nor registered.

If the above requisites are fulfilled, the Mining Agent, if
still in doubt, may interrogate the applicant, and shall nate
his answers on' the application, on its duplicate and in the
Registry Book of the Mining Agency, in presenee of the
interested party; but the proceedings must go on, if the
above requisites are fulfilled, even if the party cannot give
explanations, or even if he refuses to do so.

The Mining Agent shall call the attention of the Ministry
of Fomento, when the doecket is sent on, to the questions
that were asked and the replies thereto.

Applications for mining eoncessions, in which interrupted
claims —i.e., elaims not econsecntive — are asked for, shall be
admitted whenever all the claims are in the same municipal-
ity and upon the same mineral deposit.

In case of being in different munieipalities, or upon
different mineral deposits, separate applications must be
presented with reference to the elaim or elaims which are.
situated in eaeh separate mineral deposit or munieipality.

In every case the applications must contain all the requi-
sites above referred to, so as to be admitted (C. Fom., October
31st. 1899).

A fifty-cent revenue stamp is required on every leaf of
the applieation. :

At such points of the Republic as may not be compre-
hended within the district assigned to any Mining Agent of
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the Ministry of Fomento, applications for mining concessions
may be presented to the local postmaster, who, in such a
case, shall receive them and take note thereof, designating
the day and the hour of presentation.

The postmaster must also give immediate notice to the
Ministry of Fomento by mail, and also by telegraph, where
there is one (R. L. Min., Arts. 48 and 49).

As soon as any application for a mining concession is
presented to a Mining Agent, he shall proceed im:mediately
to register the same, in the presence of the applicant, with
an entry of the day and the hour of presentation, as well as
the ordinal number of the docket relative thereto, in the
special registry book for applications for mining concessions,
and also.at the end of the application itself, and upon the
duplicate thereof.

Said registry book is to be paged and countersigned by
the Ministry of Fomento.

The applications shall be registered in the exact order of
the date and hour in which they may be successively pre-
sented, without leaving any blank spaces in the book between
the different registrations (R. L. Min., Art. 17). >

When an application has been admitted, no other can be
received for the sare point until after the Ministry of
Fomento has entered a final ruling on the docket belonging
to said concession, whether for full mining clalms or gores
(R. L. Min., Art. 16):

In case of the simultaneous presentation of two or more
applications for concessions of mining claims or gores fof the
same site, lots shall be drawn in the presence of the inter-
ested parties, to decide which of the applicutions is to be
admitted and registered (R. L. Min., Art. 18).

Within the three days following the presentation and
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registry of any application for a wmining concession, the
Mining Agent shall appoint a graduated mining expert, or, if
there are none in that locality, a practical expert, to measure
the claims or gores, and draw up the corresponding plan
thereof (R. L. Min., Art. 19). See Peritos.

Within the eight days following the appointment of the
surveyor expert, he must communicate to the Mining Agent
his acceptance or rejection of the appointment, and, in the
first case, that he is already in accord with the applicant for
payment of his fees. The Mining Agent shall enter the
proper note thereof upon the docket.

Said term of eight days may be prorogued by the Mining
Agent, once, for eight days more. if desired by the appli-
cant (R. L. Min.. Art. 20).

When the Mining Agent eiters the note of the accept-
ance of his appointment by the surveyor expert, he shall
designate for said expert a peremptory term of sixty days to
conclude and present his documents.

At the same time the Mining Agent must give the expert
a certified copy of his appointment (for which see Peritos).

The Mining Agent shall then proceed to make out in
duplicate a summary (for whose particulars see Extracto).

One copy of the summary shall be posted upon the Balle-
tin Board of the Agency, and the revenue stamps for this
announcement shall be demanded from the applicant.

‘Said copy of the summary shall remain aflixed on the
Bulletin Board for one month, of whieh note shall be made
on the doeket. For the farther publication of the summary.
see Extracto and Publications.

The publication of the summary hkas the effeet of a sum-
mons to any one who may believe he has & right to oppose
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the application for the mining concession of which the sum-
mary treats.

Opposition is only admissible during the four months
allowed in the summary, as advertised.

See Opposition for proceedings in that case.

When the four months above noted have passed without
opposition being made, or if the opposition is not oneof those
which interrupt the procedure of the applications for mining
concessions, or if the docket has been returned by the
tribunals with a final sentence, favorable to the applicant:

Within fifteen days next following any of the above, the
Mining Agents, under their strictest responsibility, must
make a copy of the docket, and send the same, with the
copies of-the plan, in a registered letter, to the Ministry of
Fomento. '

If the applicant wishes to take charge of the delivery of
said documents, the Mining Agent may deliver them to him.
and shall notify the Ministry of Fomento (R. I. Min..
Art. 34). See Ecrpedientes as to this delivery.

The Mining Agents cannot suspend the procedure of any
mining concession for any motive whatever, unless in cases
of opposition (L. Min,, Art. 19).

For revenue stamps on mining applications. etc.. see
Estampillas.

See How to Obtain a Mining Concession on page 69 of this
book. :

Any default in the presentation of documents, affixing
revenue stamps, publications, payment of fees, attendance at
conciliatory meetings (juntas), and, in general, in any of the
proceedings referred to above, which can be attributed
to the applicants, will cause them to be held to have desisted
from their application.

"The doeket formed by reason of any application for a
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mining concession s -forwarded, after having passed
through the prellmmary stages, as above, to the Ministry of
Fomento.

The docket is examined in the Ministry of Fomento, and
if approved, the making out of the title deed will be pro-
ceeded with. :

The deed will be remitted to the Mining Agent for deliv-
ery to the interested party, together with one copy of the
plan, sealed by the Ministry of Fomento.

The Ministry of Fomento will send to the Treasury De-
partment a detailed notice of the coneession as made.

1f the docket is not iu form for approval, the proper
observations thereon shall be made to the Mining Agent, so
that the deficiencies as noted may be corrected within the
term to be fixed by the Ministry of Fomento, and whenever
said deficiencies are -not to be attributed to the applicant or
to the Mining Agent.

In-the first case the applicant shall be declared as having
desisted throngh dilatoriness.

The applicant declared dilatory can.iot repeat the same
application.

In the second case the responsibility of the Mining Agent
shall be made effective if he has caused the delay in the pro-
eedure (L. Min., Art. 19, and R. L. Min., Art. 37).

Applicants are not under the neeessity of appointing &
representative (attorney in fact) in the Capital of the Repub-
lic to attend to the proceedings about the docket or to receive
the title deed

The title deed will be sent to the Agent for delivery to the
applicant, if he has not already designated, in the application
itself or in another special writing sent to the Ministry of
Fomento, some person in the Capital of the Republic who
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may receive the title deed (C. Fom., July 1st, 1892, and a
special ruling of the Ministry of Fomento). -

When the title deed has been made out in favor of the
concessionary, he enters at once in possession of his claim or
claims without other formality. The title deed produces all
the legal effects of a transfer (L. Min., Art. 18, and C. Fom.,
July 1st, 1892). 1

Stamps, Revenue. Sec Estampillas and Impuesto.
Stamp Taxes. See Impuesto.

Stock, Mining. See Acciones.

Substitute Tlining Agents. See Agenites de Mineria.
Subte.rranean Placers. See Placer.

Sulph‘ur. See Azufre.

Summary. See Extracto.

Superficial Mineral Deposits. See Oriaderos and Placers.

Surface Property. A mining property, except in the
case'of placers and superficial deposits, is only with respect
to the subsoil, and not of the surface, which remains under
the dominion of the proprietor, except when oceupied by
Expropriation, which see (I.. Min., Art. 7).

Surplus [Mining Ground. See Demasias.
Surveys, Mining. See Operaciones and Peritos.
Surveyors, Mining. See Peritos.

Suspension. The refusal or the inability of the
applicant to answer the questions put by the Mining Agent
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as to the particulars of his concession shall not be a motive
for suspension of the procedure (R. L. Min., Art. 15).

Whenever an opposition to an application for a mining
concession is presented within the term of four months from
the date of the summary, the Mining Agent may suspend the
procedure (L. Min., Art. 19).

But he shall not suspend said procedure if the opposition
is from the owner of the soil, alleging that the mineral deposit
does not cxist, when there are indications of said deposit on
the surface, or within any prospect hole or working on the
deposit (L. Min., Art. 20).

If there are no surface indications of a mineral deposit.
and no prospecting works, the ground must be obtained by
an expropriation procedure (see Expropriation), and this
involves a suspension of the direct procedure of the mining
concession.
~ In any other case of opposition to an application for a
mining concession, the Mining Agent (if he cannot induce an
agreement between the parties) shall suspend all procedure,
and deliver the docket to the applicant, to be presented to
the proper court within a prudent term to be fixed by the
Mining Agent (R. L. Min., Art. 30, and Cire. Fom.. October
31st, 1899). See Expedientes.
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Taxes (on Mines). See Impuestos.
Taxes (on Precious Metals). See Impuestos.

Tax Commissioner. See Administration of Revenué
Stamp Taxes.

Terminos [TerMs or Prriops oF TiMe IN MiNINe
MaTTERS].

The principal terms established by the Regulations of the
Mining Laws are as follows:

Three days: For the Mining Agent to appoiut an expert in a
case of an application for a concession:

For the announcement on the Bulletin Board of any oppo-
sition that may arise:

For summoning the applicant and the opposer to a concil-
iatory hearing (Arts. 19, 27 and 29).

Eight days; For the survevor expert. appointed in the
case of an application for a concession, to declare whether
he accepts his appointment or not: the same term ma_\"be
prolonged eight days more (Art. 20).

Fifteen days: To hold a conciliatory meeting in cases of
opposition ;

For the Mining Agent, when any docket is concluded. to

(155)
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make a copy thereof, and remit the same, with the copies of
the plan, to the Ministry of Fomento (Arts. 29 and 34).

Sixty days: For the expert appointed in the case of an
application for a mining concession to present, in triplicate,
the plan thereof and report thereon (Art. 21)

Four months: For the completion of the docket in the
Mining Agency, which term should be counted from the date
of the respective summary (Art. 21, Sec. IIL.)

Four months and thirty-five days: The four months’ term
may be prolonged thirty-five days more in case an opposition
is presented within less than twenty days before the expira-
tion of the four mounths.

Note.—Legal terms of days in Mexico are computed by
leaving out Sundays and National holidays; months are com-
puted according to the calendar.

Terrenos Baldios or Terrenos Nacionales [GOVERNMENT
Laxps]. On these any inhabitant of the Republic may do
prospecting. for the discovery of mineral deposits, after
fulfilling certain requisites (L. Min., Art. 13). See Explora-
tioms.

Terrenos de Propiedad Particular [PrRIvATE LANDS]. See
Explorations.

\

Timbres [REVENUE Stamps]. See Estampillas.
Tin. See Estaiio.
Titles, lining. See Titulos.

Titulos [TrrLe DeEps]. The primordial title deed of
mining property acquired according to the present laws shall
be the title deed granted by the Ministry of Fomento.

The Ministry of Fomento shall publish, every six months,
in the Official Dally (Diario Oficial) of the Republic a list of
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the mining titles that may have been issued during the pre-
ceding six months (L. Min., Art, 6, and R. L. Min., Art. 50).

As soon as a title deed is issued in favor of any applicant, ’
he enters at once into possession of the mining claims with-
out any other formality whatever, since tae said title deed
produces all the effects of a transfer (L. Min., Art. 18, and C.
Fom., July 1st, 1892).

The delivery of a title deed is made through the Mining
Agent without expense to the applicant, but it may also be
delivered in Mexico City to a representative appointed by the
owner (C. Fom., July 1st, 1892, and special ruling of the Min-
istry of Fomento). See Apoderados.

No mining can be undertaken in mines or placers of sub-
stances which require for their exploitation an especial con-
cession, unless there exists a legal title deed, duly registered
(L. Min., Art. 3, and R. L. Min., Art. 43). See Concessions.

The registry of mining property title deeds is optional (R.
L. Min., Art. 43); but as to this, see Registration.

Tolerance in Assays. See Ensayes.
Tolerance in Coins. See Weights and Measures.
Towns and Villages, llining in. See Poblaciones.

Transportation [or GoLp AND SILVER, ORES, ETcC.]

Gold aad silver bullion, pigs of lead or ¢opper and sul-
phides, etc., ete., which contain gold or silver, may be trans-
ported freely within the Republic without docnments, except
within a zone of twent, kilometers from coast or frontier
(R. L. Met. Prec., Art. 32).

Within said zones said substances must be accompanied
by a way-bill, or by papers from some mint or Government
assay office (R. L. Met. Pree., Art. 33). - See Facturas.
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Special regulations may be made by the Secretary of the
Treasary, in certain cases where proper -guarantees are
offered, for the circulation of precions metals and their ores
within the zones above mentioned (R. I. Met. Prec..
Art. 36). ;

The above named invoices, or papers from some mint or
Government assay office, protect the gold and silver bullion,
or ores, etc., in transit through the twenty kilometer zones
above mentioned, but must be shown by earriers or consignees
whenever demanded by the fiscal officers (R. L. Met. Prec..
Art. 38). :

Refusal to do this is punishable by a fine of from %5
to $100.

The introduction of precious metals, or their ores, ete.,
within the twenty kilometer zones, and their transportation
therein. without documents, constitutes the crime of smug-
gling, and is to be punished as such aceording to the General
Custom House Ordinances (R. I.. Met. Prec., Art. 50).

The breaking of custom house seals is punishable by a
fine of from $10 to $200, levied upon the carrier.

A substitution of a different kind of metals or ores from
those protected by the papers is punished by fine and impris-
onment for the owner of the packages, and by a fine equal to
three times the amount of duties; to be imposed upon the
carrier (R. L. Met. Prec., Art. 52). See Exportation.

Tunnels, Mining, and Tunnel Rights. Sce Socavones.

3
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Unit. The unit of measurement for a mining concession
is the claim or pertenencia. This is a solid of indefinite
depth, limited exteriorly by that part of the surface of the
ground which gerves as the projection of a horizontal square
of one bundred meters on each side, The lateral limits are
four vertical planes corresponding to the four sides of the
square (I. Min., Art. 14). See Pertenencias.

Each claim or pertenencia is equivalent to oue hectare, or
10,000 square meters.

For taxing purposes the fractions of a claim which are
equal to or exceed the half of a full claim are counted as a
whole claim (R. .. Imp., Art 1),

Fractions of a claim less than one-half a claim are not
taxed, unless they constitute a separate coneession by them-
selves (C. Fom., February 16th, 1893).

Unwatering Mines. See Desague.

(159)
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Valuations. See Avaluos.

Ventas [SALEs or MINES]. 3

On the sale of any mines, notice thereof must be given, in
writing, to the Principal Administration of the Revenue
Stamp Tax, through the local subaltern agency. The Prin-
cipal Administration will, in its turn, forward said notice to
the Secretary of the Treasury, so that due entry“may be
made thereof in the Register.

Revenue stamps must be affixed to the deed of sale to the
amount laid down in the Revenue Stamp law (L. Imp., Art.
7, and R. L. Imp,, Art. 26).

Note.—The amount. of revenue stamps is six dollars per
thousand upon the price of sale, at present.

Ventilation. Mine owners may use any system of venti-
lation whieh they may find convenient (L. Min., Art. 22).

Mining properties and ordinary real estate conterminous
with mining properties shall enjoy or suffer, as may be the
case, the legal servitudes of ventilation.

The judges, for the imposition of the above legal servitudes,
and for the calculation of the indemnity to be paid therefor,
shall subject themselves to the legislation of each State, or
to that of the Federal District and Territories, on all points
not modified by the present laws (L. Min., Art. 12).

See Servidumbres, especially Sections XII., XIII., X1V.
and XVIL

(160)
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Water [rroM MINES].

The water brought to the surface by virtue of the subter-
ranean work done in mines_ belongs to the owners of the
mines.

The common laws shall be observed as far as they relate
to the rights of the owners of the lands through which the
said waters may find exit (L Min., Art. 9). See Servidumbres
and Socavones.

Water [MEASUBEMENT oF|.- See Weights and Measures.

Water Rights. Allrivers and lakes in the interior of the
Republic, if navigable or floatable, are under the supervision
of the Federal Executive, which alone has power to regulate
the public and private use of the same.

The concession to or confirmation of the rights of private
parties in rivers, lakes or canals can ouly be effected by the
Ministry of Fomento.

Such concessicns must not produce, nor threaten to pro-
duce, a change in the course of rivers or canals, nor deprive
the persons living on the lower part of said river of the use
of its water (Law of June 5th, 1888).

(161)
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How Obtained.

By Law of June 6th, 1894, the President of the Republic
is authorized to make concessions to private parties or to
companies for the better utilization of the waters under
Federal jurisdiction, for irrigation and for power to be
applied to different industries.

Said concessions may be granted under the following
conditions:

1. Prior publication of the application in the Official
Newspaper of the Federation and of the State where the
concession may be located.

2. Concessions are made without prejudice to the rights
of third parties, and any opposition that may arise is to be
decided by the competent courts.

3. Plans, profiles and descriptive reports for the complete
understanding of the proposed works must be handed in
within the term specified in the concession.

4. Obligation to admit an engineer as inspector of the
operation of location and construction of all the works, to be
appointed by the Executive and paid by the concessionaries.

5. Obligation to make a deposit of National debt bonds to
guarantee the fulfillment of the contract.

6. Obligation to submit the tariff of sale and rental of said
waters to the examination and approval of the Ministry of
Fomento.

The Executive may concede the following franchises and
exemptions:

1. Exemption for five years of all Federal taxes, except
revenue stamp taxes, upon the capital employed in the loca-
tion, construction and repair of the works laid down in the
respective concession.
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2. Importation free of duty, for once only, of the machin
ery, scientific instruments and other apparatus necessary for
the location, construction and exploitation of the said works.

3. Right to occupy, gratuitously, all vacant or Govern-
ment lands for the passage of canals, for the construction of
dams or dykes and for the formation of reservoirs.

4. Right of expropriation from private parties, as these
are works of public utility (subject to prior indemnization,
and according to the rules laid down in the ease of railroads),
of such lands as may be needed for the purposes of Sec. 3.

The Executive shall form regulations for the utilization
of the waters of the Federal District and of the Territories.

The Executive may give concessions to construct dams
and reservoirs, in conformity with the provisions of the Civil
Code.

To persons or Companies who may obtain concessions
from individual States for the utilization of water for irriga-
tion or power, the Executive may concede the free entry of
the necessary machinery and apparatus.

Such persons must give guarantees to finish their works
and to conform to the rules andlimitations which the Execu-
tive of the Union may establish in any particular case (Law
of June 6th, 1894).

Water rights on inland small streams, not navigable or
floatable, such as might be used to furnish water or power for
metallurgical works, would have to be acquired according to
the laws of the State where located (L. Min., Art. 32).

Way Bill [For PreEcious MEeTALS]. See Factura.

Weighing [BuLLIoN AND OTHER SUBSTANCES]. .

The weight of gold or silver or mixed bullion shall be
approximated to grams, and that of other substances to kilo-
grams. :
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1f “there are fractions of grams or kilograms, the whole
number to be taken shall be the next lowest (R. L. Met.
Pree., Art. 11). T

The interested party has a right to demand a repetition
of the weighing, if not satisfied (R. L. Met. Prec., Art. 18).

Weights and Measures. The only system of weights
and measures now authorized by law to be used in the Repub-
lic of Mexico is the decimal metric system, and all other
weights and measures, especially the old Spanish ones, are
forbidden to be used under any cireumstances from and after
September 15th, 1896.

Nevertheless, the old weights and measures are frequently
met with in quotations from old books about Mexico, and in
the old documents, and are also used in familiar conversation
and for merecantile transactions in remote places; so that 1
have thought it well to give the equivalents of the same in
the metric system, and in the English or United States
system.

The values in the metric system assigned to each denomi-
nation of the old weights and measures is that fixed by the
Mexican Government at the time of the adoption of the
metric system.

LINEAR MEASURES.

Kilometers. Miles.
1 legua (league)—5000 varas, . 4.19 2.604375
Meters. Feet.

1 vara (yard)—3 pies, . . . .  0.83800 2.749578
1 pie (foot)—12 pulgadas, . . . 0.27933 0.916520
‘ : Inches.
1 pulgada (inch)—12 lineas, .  0.02328 0.916526
1linted (IIB0) 2 i e ot 7 ¢4520.00194 0.076377



WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 165

The vara is also divided (for dry goods selling) into palmos
or cuartas (palms or quarters).

Meters. Feet. Inches.
1 palmo or cuarta, . 0.209500 0.687394  8.248728
) SUPERFICIAL OR SQUARE MEASURE.

Hectares. Acres.

1 square legua, . . . . . 1755.61 4339.4

Square Meters. Square Fect.
1'square vara, . . .. . 0.702244 7.559000
1 square pie, . . -. . . . '0.078027 0.839888
Square Inches. ”

1 square palmo, . . . . 0.043890 68.03094
1 square pulgada, . . . . 0.000542 0.84012

HYDROMETRIC MEASURE.

This was used for measuring and distributing water for
irrigating and domestic uses.

1 buey (ox), p 4 P . 48 surcos.

1 surco (furrow), . g e 3 naranjas.

1 naranja (orange), . z . 8 reales or limones.
1 real (bit) or limon (lemon), . 2 dedos.

1'dedo (finger) . 2 z . 9 pajas (straws).

According to the old Ordinances of Lands and Waters,
established in Spanish times, the buey of water was as mueh
as would flow through an aperture 1 vare (0.838 m.) square,
10 head or pressure being mentioned. By alaw of the Mexican
Republic, of August 2d, 1863, 1 surco is made equal to 634
liters per second for rural measures, and the paja is made
equal to 0.45 liters per minute for town measurements. This
distinction is intended to make the surco a unit for irrigation.
while the paja is made the unit for distributing water to
houses, ete., in towns.
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CUBIC MEASURES.

% Cubic Meters. Cubic Yards.
1 cubic vara, . ; S 0.588480 0.769734

g Cubic Feet.
1 cubic pie, ; 4 5 0.021795 0.769484
1 cubic palmo, : X 0.009195 0.324634

DRY MEASURES.

Liters. Bushels.
1 ecarga—=2 fanegas, . . 181.629775 5.154357
1 fanega—12 almudes, .  90.814888 2.577178
Pecks.
1 almud—4 cuartillos, .  7.567907 0.859109
Dry Quarts.
1 cuartillo (quart), . S 1.891977 1.718122

OIL. MEASURE.

U. S. Liquid Quarts.
1 cuartillo. \ - . 0.506162 0.53487C

WINE MEASURE.

U. S. Liq. Quanrts.
1 cuartillo, o o & 0.456264 0.482140

COMMERCIAYT, WEIGHTS.

Kilograms. U. S. Pounds Avoir.
1 quintal—4 arrobas, ~  46.024634 101.444
1 arroba~—25 libras, y. 11.506159 25.361
1 libra (pound)-—16 onzas, 0.460246 1.01444



168 WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

COMMERCIAL WEIGHTS [CONCLUDED].
Ounces Avoirdupois.

1 onza (ounce)—16 adarmes, 0.028765 1.0148

1 adarme (dram)—36 granos, 0.001798 0.06343
2 Grains.

1 gramo (grain), 2 ‘ 0.0000499 0.77160

In commerce there is sometimes used the following relation
between the kilogram and the pound (libra) different from
the ratio as fixed by the Government, viz.:

1 kilogram, > 3 5 . 2.2 pounds (libras).

There is also a weight called carga, used in commerce, in
freighting 4nd in mining:

Kilograms. U.S. Pds. Avoir.

1 carga—12 arrobas—300 pounds, 138.073902 304.332

PRECIOUS METAL WEIGHTS.

Grams. Ounces Avoir.

1 marco—S8 onzas, : . < 230.123 8.1184
1 onza—8 ochavas—576 grains. & 28.765 1.014%
1 ochava (eighth)—6 tommes,, 3 3 3.596 0.12685
Grains.
1 tomin—12 granos, . . 5 % 0.599 9.25920
1 grano, $ : g 3 3 5 0.0499 0.77160

WEIGHT OF COINS (SEE ‘‘MONEY”).

Fineness. Value. ;’;gig{;t 7 ;VT%’:;”

$20.00 33.841  522.234

875 gold. 3500  16.9%0 261.117

Gorp. ... 4 125 copper. 5.00 8.460 130.558
FAS 2.50 4.230 65.279

10 1.00 1.692 26.112
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WEIGHT OF COINS [CONCLUDED].

o $1.00 27.073 417.7903 -
B 0.50 13.536 208.8951
oA 0.25 6.768 104.4475
0.10 2.707 417790

The tolerance on gold coins is 2 thousandths, more or less,
than the exact fineness, and 75 milligrams in weight on the
$20 piece, with a proportionate allowance for the lesser
coins.

For silver the tolerance is 2 thousandths, more or less,
than the exact. fineness, and 1 gram in weight on the $1
piece, with a proportionate allowance for the lesser coins.
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Zinc. This metal requires a special concession for its
mining, in every case, and no work is permitted in mines of
said substance unless protected by a duly registered legal
vitle (L. Min., Art. 3, Sec. A,, and R. I.. Min., Art. 43).

Zonas [lineras [MINING ZONES].

These were formerly granted under the Law of June
6th, 1887, but are now no longer conceded.

Most of the zone privileges that were conceded under the
law referred to were forfeited for non-fulfillment of contract,
and the rest have come under the general mining law.

Zones of Exploration. See Ezxploration.

Zones, Auriferous. Contracts under the Law of June
8th, 1894, were made by the Executive for the exploration of
gold mines and placers in zones, but this law expired by its
own limitation in one year, and i3 not now in force.

Zones; 20 Kilometer. See Erportation.
Zonesy, 20 League. See Extranjeros.
Zones, 106 Meters. See Plans.
: {170)
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FUNDICION Y TALLERES

LAS DELICIAS

ESTABLISHED 185 4.

Fully equipped up to date lron and Brass
Foundry, Machine. Pattern and Smith Shops.

The only foundry in the Republic of Mexico autho-
rized to construct and sell Mr. M. P. Boss’s patented
machinery, such as Pans, Settlers, Stamp batteries,
Chilian Mills, the «Monarch» Tri-roller mill, the «Monarch»
rock breaker, the «Monarch> Concentrator, &c., the best
machines of their kind devised up to date. All prices in
Mexican Silver.

Castings and forgings delivered at short
notice.

Only first class work done.

Immense Stock of Patterns on Hand.

CALL OR WRITE BEFORE ORDERING LSEWHERE,



CL ALMAGEN DE LAD MINAD.

THE HEAD QUARTERS FOR MINING MEN.

We Supply Mines, Mills and Smelters
with Everything they Use.

STOCKS of SUPPLIES KEPT on HAND.

Roebling’s Wire Rope, Rand
Drills, Hercules Dynamite, Jute
Ore Sacks, etc.

COAL AND COKE.
Shovels, Pipe, Packing, &c.

Plans, Specifications and Estimates Prepared
and Plants Erected by Our Engineering Staff.

VICTOR M. BRASCHL ¥ HERALAND

|ngenieros y Contratistas.

Bajos de Portacoeli 1. -:- Teléfono 748. -:- Ap. Postal 830.
CIUDAD DE MEXICO.
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MEXICAN TTINING TERTS.

BY

RICHARD E. CHISM.

~

ABRAS. Fissures or cavities in the rocks not filled
with minerals, or only partially filled.

AcBICAR. To diminish the quantity of water in any
gadllery or working, generally by carrying it out in buckets
or in leather -bags.

ACHICADORES. Laborer§ etiiployed for said purpose:

ACHICHINQUES. Same as Achicadores. Also applied
(171)
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to hangers-on about police courts, etc. Such people as are
generally called strikers in the United States.

ADARME. A weight for gold, about 1.8 grams.
ApeMes. Timbers in mines. Timbering in gencral.
ADEMADOR. A timberer or timber man.

AFINAR. - Refining gold and silver.

ArcriBis. The tuyere of a smelting furnace. Also
called Toveras. ' '

ALTO. The hanging wall of a vein. See Respaldos.

ANTIGUOS, Los. The Spanish or Indian miners of
colonial times.

APAREJO. A pack-saddle. Any rough-and - ready
apparatus for moving and adjusting heavy timbers, ete.

APEROS. All Kinds of mining supplies in general.
APERADOR. A storekeeper.
A pIQUE. Perpendicular.

APARADORES. Persons who rewash or rework tailings
from silver mills.

ARENILLAS. - Tailings; refuse earth.

ArroBa. Twenty-tive pounds.
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ARRASTRE. A rude apparatus for grinding and amal-
gamating ore.

ARRASTRAR. 'To drag along the ground. Arrastrar el
agua—To almost completely exhaust the water in a sump
or working.

ATACADOR. A tamping bar or tamping stick.
ATAJO. See Hutajo.
ATECAS. Same as Achicadores, ete.

ATIERREs. Waste rock and dirt in the interior of a
mine.

AZOGUE. Quicksilver.

AzocUEs. Free milling ores.

‘AZOGUERIA. Treatment of ores by amalgamation. A
storehouse for quicksilver.

AzoeUERO. The mud chemist in a patio works; the
person who has charge of the treatment in such a works.
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BaJjo. The foot-wall of a vein, See Respaldo.
BarLanzoN. The balance-bob of a Cornish pump.

BATEA. A wide and shallow wooden vessel. Any
wide and shallow vessel used for washing auriferous dirt,
sand or gravel to concent ate the gold.

Baxcos. ¢ Horses’’ in a vein or cross courses.

BarrA. (1) A bar, as of gold, silver, iron, steel, etc.

(2) A certain share in a mine. The ancient Spanish
laws, from time immemorial, considered a mine as divided
into twenty-four parts; and each part was called a
‘harra.’’

BArrA VIUDA OR AViADA. These are ¢ barras’’ or
shares” which participate in the profits, but not in the
expenses, of mining concerns. Their share of the expenses
is pald by the other shares. Non-assessable shares.

BARRANCA. A ravine; a gulch. What is improperly
called in the United States a canyon or cafion,

(174)
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BARRENA. A hand-drill for opening holes in rocks for

blasting purposes.

BArRrRENO. A drill-hole for blasting puarposes. In
mechanics, any bored hole. A communication between
two mines or two workings.

BARRENARSE. When two mines or two workings (as a
shaft or winze, or a gallery) communicate with each other.

BARRETERO. A miner of the first class; one who
knows how to point his holes, drill and blast, or work
with a gad.

BARILLA. Grains of native copper found in certain
minerals.

BENEFICIAR. To treat ores for the purpose of extract-
ing the metallic contents.

BENEFICIO. Any metallurgical process.

Boca or BocA MINnA. Mouth or mine mouth. This
is the name applied to the principal or first opening of a
mine, or to the one where the miners are dccustomed to
descend. 3

BocHorNo. Excessive heat, with want of ventilation,
so that the lights go out. See Vapores.

BoLro. A dump pile for waste rock.

BoricHe. In mining, a ‘“dolly tub.”
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BonaNzaA.  Literally, ‘“flne weather.”” In mining,
‘““striking it rich,”’ or a ¢rich strike.’’ A mine producing
large quantities of rich ore is said to be ‘‘en bonanza.’

Borrasca. The reverse of Bonanza. When the mine
has a vein, but no ore, it is said to be *‘en borrasea.’’

Boras. Buckets made of an entire ox-skin, to take
out water.

BroNce. In mining, copper or iron pyrites.

BrUJULA. A surveyor’s (or marine) magnetic com-
pass.

Buscongs. Miners who work in abandoned mines to
get out what ore they can, either to sell it on their own
account, or to obtain a reward from some one for their
discovery. A prospector.



CALENTADURA. The first bar of lead treated by a

lead refining furnace.

CAMINO. Any gallery, winze or shaft inside of a mine
used for general transit.

CaNADA. See Barranca.
CANoN. A level, drift or gallery within a mine.
CaNox DE Gufa. A drift along the vein.

CAPELLINA. An old style retort for retorting silver
amalgam.

Car@A. A charge. A mule load, generally of 300
pounds, but variable in different parts of Mexico.

Cascajo. Gravel.

CATA. A prospect hole, or a mine commencing to be
worked.

CABALLO. A ‘‘horse’’—that is, a cross course or mass
of barren rock in a vein.
)
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CABEZUELA. Rich concentrates, usually containing
both gold and silver.

Cazo. A vessel for hot amalgamation. Any large
copper or jiron vessel.

CEBAR. To melt rich ores, or lead bullion, etc., in a
smelting furnace. To add small quantities of material,
from time to time, to the melted mass within a furnace.
Generally, to feed any kind of metallurgical machinery or
process.

CENDRADA. The cupel bottom of a furnace where
silver is refined or rich lead cupelled. Made of finely
pulverized clay or other absorbent earth, mixed with
ashes of bone or wood.

CENDRADILLA. This is a small reverberatory furnace
for smelting rich silver ores in.a rough-and-ready way.
Also called Galeme.

CHARCO. A pool of water.

CHARQUEAR. To dip out water from pools within
the mine, throwing it into gutters or pipes which will
conduct it to the shaft.

CHIFLON. A narrow drift directed obliquely down-
wards. Any pipe from which issues water or air under
pressure, or at high velocity.

CHUzA. A catch-basin for mercury.

Cigro. A ceiling. Trabajor de cielo means overhead
stoping.
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CoHETE. A rocket; applied to a blast within a mine
or outside.

CorLas. Tailings, as from a stamp mill or other met-
allurgical works where any wet process is used.

Corores. Metal-stained ground or rocks.

ConLorADOS. Red-colored or oxidized ores, generally
colared by iron oxide.

CoMER. To eat. Comerse los pilares means to take out
the last vestiges of mineral from the sides and rock pillars
ol a mine.

ConsuMIDO. This is the amount of mercury which
disappears by chemical combination during the treatment
of ore by any amalgamation process.

ConTrRAMINA. Countermine. Any communication
between two or more mines. Also, a tunnel communi-
cating with a’shaft.

CoPELLA. See Pella.

CORTAR PIiLArR. To form a rock support or pillar
within a mine, at the opening of a cross-cut or elsewhere.

CoRTAR Soeas. Literally, to cut the ropes. To aban-
don the mine, taking away everything useful or movable.

CresTON. The outcrop or apex of a vein or mineral
deposit of any kind.
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CRIADERO. - (1) A mineral deposit of irregular form,
not, vein-like.

(2) A chamber in a vein filled with ore of more or less
richness. ‘

(3) Any mineral deposit. ~ This latter is the more
modern sense, and the word is so used in the Mining Laws
at present in force in Mexico.

Crisor. A crucible of any kind.

CRUCERO. A cross-cut, for ventilation, to get around
a horse or to prospect for the vein.

CuNa. Literally, a wedge. A short drill or picker,
generally known in the United States as a ¢‘gad.”

D

DEMASIA. A piece of unoccupied ground between two
mining concessions. :

DeNuNncio. Denouncement. The act of applying for
a mining concession under the old Mining Laws.

DERRUMBE OR DERRUMBAMIENTO. The caving in of
the whole or a portion of a mine.
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DEsacur. Drainage of a mine by any means.

DEscARGAR. Literally, ¢ to unload.” Descargar un
horno means to tear down a furnace.

DESCUBRIDORA. The tirst mine opened in a new dis-
trict or on a new mineral deposit.

DesecHO. Where the chemicals or components of the
ore attack the quicksilver during amalgamation.

DEsMONTAR. Literally, to clear away underbrush. In

mining, to take away useless and barren rocks; to remove
rubbish.

DESPENSA. A pantry. A secure room to lock up
rich ore. A storeroom.

DesPoBLAR. To suspend work in a mine.

DesTAs0. A contract to do any kind of work in or
about a mine, or elsewhere, for a tixed price. Piece work,
as distinguished from time work. *

DESTAJERO. A contractor for piece work.

DESFRUTE. Taking out ore. Obras de Desfrute —
Stopes, ete. ’

DUELAS.  Staves of a barrel or cask, etc.

’
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ECHADERO. A level place near a mine, where ore is
cleaned, piled, weighed and loaded on mules or other con-
veyance. Also called ‘¢ patio ”’ of the mine.

Ecaapo. The dip of the vein.

EMBORRASCARSE, To go barren by the vein termi-
nating or pinching out, etc.

ExciNo. Live oak.
ENTIBAR. To timber a mine or any part thereof.
ENSAYES. Assays.

EscALERAs. Ladders, generally made, in Mexican
mines, of notched sticks.

Escor1a. Slag or cinders.
EscoriaL. Slag pile.

ESCORIFICADOR. A scorifier, in assaying.

(182)
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EsPEJUELO. A mineral gangue, with a faintly reflect.
ing surface.

EsperoN. The tapping bar of a smelting furnace.

ESTRUJON. A se(;,ond collection of amalgam, generally
very pasty.

F

FarENnas. Tasks; also, dead work, in the way of open-
ing cross-cuts, drifts and tunnels.

FANEGA. A Spanish measure of about two-and-a-half
bushels. 2

Fierros. Iron matte formed in smelting furnaces.

FRrRESNO. An ash tree.

FroNTON. The face of a drift, cross-cut, tunnel, etc.
Any working face.

-

FUEBLLE. A bellows.
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\ GABARRO. Ore in large pieces, from egg-size up.
GALEME. A reverberatory furnace. See Cendradilla.
GALERA. A shed; any long or large room; a storehouse.

GALLos. Rich specimers of silver or gold ore, particu-
larly those that show native silver or gold.

Gararaco. Literally, a turtle. A turtle-shaped pig
of lead. :

GAMBUCINO. A prospector for gold placers or ores.

GARABATO. A curved iron bar used in copper smelting
4 ~N

GOLPEADOR. A striker, in hand drilling.

GRANZA. Metallic minerals, from the size of rice to
that of hens’ eggs.

GrasA. Literally, grease. Slags from smelting opera-
tions.

GRASERO. A slag pile. .
(184)
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GrETA. Impure litharge formed in a reverberatory
smelting furnace.

GRUESo. Lump ore.
GUARDA Rava. A landmark; a monument.

GUARDAS. The country rock immediateiy enclosing
any metalliferous vein or deposit. '

GUALDRIA. A long and stout beam, generally sus-
taining other beams or some heavy weight.

Gufa. Indications where to cut'a pay streak or to find
a vein.

GuwA. Mineral gangue, as quartz, feldspar, barite or
calespar, which is found in veins accompanying the metal-
liferous minerals.

Guwo. A pointed pivot, upon which turns the upright
center-piece of an arrastre, of a door, etc., etc.
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HACIENDA pE BENEFICIO. In mining, a metallurgical
works; any metallurgical works, usually an amalgamation
works,

HAcIENDA DE FUNDICION. A smelting works.
HACIENDA DE MAQUILA. A customs mill,
HaTaJo. A drove of pack mules.

Huvenas, Literally, little children, A small-sized
torta, made up as a sort of assay on a large scale, with
from one to five kilograms of argentiferous mud.

~

HUECO. See Demasid.

Hu~pipo. See Derrumbe.
(1sd)
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INcorpPoro. The act of adding and mixing the mercuty
and other ingredients in and to the metalliferous mud for
the patio process of amalgamation.

- INCORPORADERO. Place where the incorporo is effected.

INsaLMoORoO.- The addition of salt to the torta or mud
heap, as above.

b i i i

J

Jacarn. See Xacal,

JABONCILLO. Decomposed talcose rock ot hardetied
clay, generally found in a vein; and sometimes indicating
the proximity ot a rich strike.

JALES—JALsONTLES. - Rich tailings or middlings from
concentration or amalgamation.

(187)
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LABorR, Mine workings in general. Specifically, a
Stope or any other place where ore is being taken out.

LaMas., Literally, slimes. The argentiferous mud
which is treated by any amalgamation process. Some-
times applied to tailings.

LaMERO. Place of deposit for lamas.

LampAzo. .\ sort of broom formed of green branches
on the end of a long stick, to dampen the flame in a rever-
beratory turnace.

LavaApero. Literally, a washer. A tank with a
stirring arrangement, to loosen up the argentiferous mud
from the patio, and dilute the same with water, so that
the silver amalgam may have a chance to precipitate. Aun
agitator.

Luaves. Horizontal crossbeams in a shaft, or the
upright pieces which sustain the roof beams in a drift or
tunnel. y

Lazapores. These were men formerly employed in

(183}
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recruiting Indians for work in the mines by the gentle
persuasion of a lasso.

: .
LENADOR. One who cuts, carries or furnishes wood
for combustible.

Ley. Literally, law. As applied in mining matters,
it means the proportion of precious or other metals con-
tained in any mineral substance or metallic alloy.

LimApurA. Literally, filings. The mercurial globules
seen when a piece of argentiferous mud from a patio is
washed in a spoon or saucer for an assay.

LiNTERNILLA. The drum of a horse whim.

Lis. The mercury in slimes that are undergoing
amalgamation sometimes breaks up into globules which
refuse to unite again. 'This phenomenon is called lis in
Mexico, and ¢‘flouring *’ in the United States.

 LUMBRERAS. Ventilating shafts in a mine or other
underground work.
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MAcHOTE. A stake or permanent bench mark fixed in
an underground working, from which the length and
progress thereof is measured.

MAeIsTRAL. Roasted copper pyrites, used when sul-
phate of copper is not obtainable for amalgamating
purposes.

MALACATE. A horse whim; now extended to any
hoisting machine used in mines.

MAaMPoOSTERIA. Mason work.

MANGA. A conical bag of canvas, for draining the
quicksilver out of amalgam; a hose.

ManNo. A grinding stone of an arrastre, etc.

MANTAS. Jute or hennequin, etc., sacks in which ore
or waste is carried.

MaNTEO. The act of hoisting ore or waste from the
interior of a mine.

MANTO. A blanket vein.

MAQUILAR. To work ore for its owner on shares or
for a money-payment.
(190)
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MAarco. A weight of eight ounces.
MAazo. In metallurgy, a stamp for crushing ore.
MecHA. A wick for a lamp or candle; a torch.
MERCED. A gift, grant or concession.

METAL. All kinds of metalliferous minerals are called
‘‘metal ” in Mexico.

METAL DE AYuDA. Fluxing ore of any kind.

.

MeTAL DE CEBO. Very rich ore, usually treated in
small reverberatory furnaces.

METAL ORDINARIO. Common ore.
METAL PEPENA. The best class of selected ore.
METLAPIL. See Mano.

MINERO. A mine owner; a mining captain; an under-
ground boss.

MINERO MAYOR. The head mining captain. A mining
workman is called operario.

MogroLLo. The same as Metal de Cebo.

v

MoLONQUE. A rich specimen, of which one-half, or
more, is native silver.

MvuEscas. Notches in a stick; mortises; notches cut
in a round or square beam for the purpose of using it as a
ladder.



N

NATAS. Same as Escoric or Ghrasa.

NEGRILLOs. Black silver ore; black sulphide of silver.

0

OcoTE. Pitch pine.
OPERARIO. A working miner.
OrocHE. Bullion containing gold and silver.

OvAMEL. White pine.
(192)
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Paro. A stick. A piece of timber.
PALERO. - A mine carpenter.

PaNiNo. The peculiar appearance, form or manner in
which the metalliferous minerals present themselves in
any given district or mine.

PARCIONERO. .\ partoer in a mining contract.

Parripo.  The division of ores between partners.
Warking a mine by partido is when the miners agree with
the owners to take a certain part of the ores in place of
wages. Usually the mine owner provides candles, powder
and steel, and keeps the drills sharpened, and receives, in
paymentof royalty and supplies, two-thirds or more of the
ore taken out. This coutract Is renewed weekly or
monthly, ete., and the proportion of ore retained by the
miners is more or less according to the richness of the
stopes where they work.

This is a cheap way of getting ore, as far as labor 18
concerned. But the miners must be constantly watched;
otherwise they will leave the mine in bad state.

The proportion of ore assigned to the miners is gene-

(193)
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rally bought from them by the mine owner himself, for
various reasons.

PATio. Any paved enclosure, more or less surrounded
by buildings. An ore sorting yard. A floor or yard
where argentiferous mud- is treated by amalgamation.

PELLA. Silver amalgam. Plata Pella—The same.
PEPENAR. To sort ore.

PETLANQUE. Ruby silver.

Prco. A striking or sledge hammer.

PrEDRAS DE Maxo. Hand specimens.

PiLar. A pillar of rock or ore left to sustain some
portion of the mine.

PiLeTA. In the mines, a sunp. In smelting ores, the
basin or pot where the meited metal is collected.

PINA. In metallurgy, the same as Pella.

PintTA. This applies to the color, weight and grain,
ete., of ores, whereby it is possible to form some idea of
their richness in the various metals.

Pranx. The very lowest working in a mine. 1hvabajer
de plan means to work to gain depth.

PLaxcHA. A pig of lead, etc. A plate, thick sheet
or wass of any metal.
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PrANcHERA. A mould, of sand, earth or iron, to form
pigs of lead.

PLANILLA. An inclined plane of mason work, wood,
ete., upon which tailings are spread out to be concentrated
by jets of water, skilfully applied.

PLANILLERO. A workman who devotes himself to
concentrating tailings, ete., on the Planillas; always paid
by weight or measure or concentrates produced.

PrAaTAa BLANca. Native silver.
Pro»iLros. Shots of lead found in slags.
Promo. Lead; lead ore.

ProMADA. A plumb line or plumb bob.
PoBrar. To set men at work in a mine.
PorviLros. Rich concentrates.

PUEBLE. The actual working of a mine; the aggre-
gation of persons employed therein.

PUERTAS. Massive barren rocks, or ‘¢ horses,”’ occur-
ring in a vein, which must be removed to regain the pay
streak.



QUEME. A roast of ore; the process of roasting ore.

QUEMADERO. A burning place: a retorting furnace for
silver or gold amalgam.

QuEMADOS. Literally, burnt stuff. Any dark,cindery-
looking mineral encountered in a vein or mineral deposit,
generally manganiferous.

QUITAPEPENA. A watchman at the mouth of a mine,
who searches the miners as they come out. :

R

RAMAL. A branch vein.

RAMALEAR. To branch off into various divisions.
(196)



RACES BT 197

RASTRILLO. A rake; a stirrer for moving ore in a
furnace.

RAsTRON. A Chilian mill.

RELAMPAGO — RELAMPAGUEAR. The brightening of
the silver button during cupellation.

RENDIR. Is when all the silver has been amalgamated
in a heap of argentiferous mud on a patio.

REPASO-—REPASAR. The art of mixing up the mud
heaps in the patio process of amalgamation by treading
them over with horses or mules. >

REPOs ADERO. The bottom of a erucible or pot in an
upright smelting furnace.

RESCATADORES. Ore buyers.

REspALDOs. The walls enclosing a vein.
Respaldo alto— The hanging wall.
Respaldo bajo -—The foot wall.

Riscos. Sharp and precipitous rocks; amorphous
quartz found in veins or outcrops.

RuMBo. The course or direction of a vein.
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SACA. A bag full of ore. A mine is said to be de buena
sace when it has large quantities of ore easy to get out.

SoCcABON. A mining tunnel; an adit.
Socavon d hilo de veta — A drift tunnel.
Socavon crucero — A cross cut tunnel or adit.

SONDEO. A boring for prospecting purposes.
SONDEAR. To bore for prospecting purposes.

SoPLETE. A blowpipe for analytical or mineralogical,
etc., use.

Ensaye. al Soj)lete — A blowpipe assay.

'PAHONA. An arrastre moved by water power.

TAHONERO. The man in charge of the tahond.
(198)
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TALADRO. A drill for mechanical or mining purposes.
TALADRAR. To bore or drill.

TANATES. . Leather, hide or jute bags to carry ore or
waste rock within or out of a mine.

TANATERO. A laborer or bag carrier.

TAPEXTLE. A working platform or stage built up in
a stope or anywhere in a mine; a landing place between
two flights of ladders.

TEMESQUITALE. The earthy part of ground-up ore.

TENTADURA. A sort of assay, made in a horn spoon,
in-an earthen saucer, in a wide and shallow vessel of any
kind, for the purpose of ascertaining the amount of amal-
gam present in a sample of argentiferous mud from an
amalgamating patio. Any assay made by washing, so as
to concentrate the metallic portions of any mineral, and
to cause the earthy portions to be floated off.

TEPETATE. Any rock or earth, found in a mine,
which does not contain the metal sought for,

TeEQUIO. A task set for a drillman or for any laborer
in a mine, to be regarded as a day’s work,

TERRERO. The ‘‘dump” of a mine.

TIigRRAS DE LaBOr. Dirt from a stope, mixed with
particles of ore.

TIERRAS DE LLUNQUE. Chips made. in breaking and
sorting ore,
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Tiro. A mining shaft.
Tiro Vertical — A vertical shaft.
Tivo de Arrastre — An inclined shaft.

ToveEra. The tuyerc of a smelting furnace. See
Aleribis.

Torra. A pie or cake: the heaps of argentiferous
mud which are treated in the putio process of amalgama-
tion,

TRILLA. The same as Tortu.

TromPa. .\ funnel-shaped mouthpiece of cooled slag
which forms within a smelting furnace over the tuyvere
opening.

TumBaRr. To knock down ore, ete.

TuMBE. The act of knoeking down and taking out
ure,

VaPor. Steam: heated and stinking gas sometimes
found in mines, which causes candles to burn dim and go
out.
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VAs0. A reverberatory furnace used for smelting. rich
ore, or for cupelling silver.

VENA. A thin vein, not over three inches thick; a
knife-blade vein.

VETA. A metalliferous vein of rock: a true fissure
vein. Loosely, any mineral deposit.

Veta Clavada — A vertical vein.

Veta Echada — An inclined vein.

Veta - Serpenteada — A. vein with frequent changes of
direction or course.

Veta Socie — A vein which joins another.

ela, - Ramal — A branch vein.

Veta Recostada — An inclined vein.

VUELTA. In refining silver, the moment when all
impurities have been removed from the silver under treat-
ment.

NacanL. A miner's cabin: a storehouse for mining
goods; a shiaft house.
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